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District to CS ς Community Services District  
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March 27, 2017 March 27, 2017 
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.11 Rezone part of SW 5-41-26 W4 from (FD) Future Designation 

District to (R6) Residential Apartment District, (UT) Utility 

District and (GS) Greenspace District. 
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footprint as a permitted use on Units 1-8, Plan 152 2371. 
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Multi-Unit Dwelling District to (R6) Residential Apartment 
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.14 Rezone Lot 1, Block 4, Plan 182 0846 from (FD) Future 

Designation District to (R4) Residential Mixed District and Lot 

11, Block 4, Plan 182 0846 from (FD) Future Designation 

District to (R1) Residential Detached District. 

May 28, 2018 May 28, 2018 
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Production and adding Cannabis Retail Sales, Cannabis 
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August 13, 2018 September 10, 

2018 

.17 Amending definitions related to Building Supply and Lumber 
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September 10, 

2018 

September 24, 
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November 26, 

2018 
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Plan 902 0901 from (R2) Residential Single & Semi-Detached 

District to (DC2) Direct Control District 2; Lot 3, Plan 932 0076 
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Control District 2 and (UT) Utility District; and Lot K-1, Plan 

3401 RS from (I1) Light Industrial District to (DC2) Direct 

Control District 2 and (UT) Utility District. 

February 11, 

2019 

February 11, 

2019 

.20 Adding Whelp Brook to the Flood Hazard Area Regulations 

Overlay and amending the information in regards to Wolf 

Creek in the Flood Hazard Area Regulations Overlay. 

February 11, 

2019 

February 11, 
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.21 Rezone lands which are described as a closed portion of Road 

Plan 6716 K.S. to (C4) Highway Commercial District. 

February 11, 

2019 

February 11, 

2019 

.22 Rezone lands which are described as a portion of SE 26-40-27 

W4 from (FD) Future Designation to (UT) Utility District. 

March 25, 2019 March 25, 2019 

.23 Amending various parts of Schedule A of Bylaw 400. June 24, 2019 July 8, 2019 

.24 Amending various parts of Schedule A of Bylaw 400. February 24, 

2020 

March 9, 2020 

.25 Rezone Lot 40, Block 28, Plan 5054MC from (R1) Residential 

Detached District to (CS) Community Services District. 

June 24, 2019 June 24, 2019 

.26 Rezone Lots 2 and 3, Block 8, Plan 032 6218 from (UC) 

University Commercial District to (BU) Burman University 

District 

September 9, 

2019 

September 9, 

2019 

.27 Rezone Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 012 3450 from (FD) Future 

Designation to (R5) Residential Multi Unit District 

January 13, 

2020 

January 13, 

2020 
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Part - 1 PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY OF THE LAND USE BYLAW 

 

1.1 Title 

1.1.1 ¢Ƙƛǎ .ȅƭŀǿ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ŀŎƻƳōŜ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ .ȅƭŀǿΦέ 

 

1.2 Purpose 

1.2.1 The purpose of this Bylaw is to facilitate the orderly, economical and beneficial development and use of land and 

buildings within the City of Lacombe.  To facilitate this purpose, this Bylaw:  

a) ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ƴŀƴner that is 

consistent with the Municipal Government Act; 

b) divides the City into districts; 

c) prescribes for each district one or more uses of land and buildings that: 

i are permitted, with or without conditions; 

ii may be allowed as discretionary uses, with or without conditions; or 

iii are prohibited and shall not be allowed.   

d) establishes the office of the Development Authority;   

e) establishes supplementary regulations governing specific land uses; 

f) establishes a method of making decisions on applications for Development Permits and the issuing of 

Development Permits; 

g) provides for how and to whom notices of the issuance of a Development Permit is to be given; and 

h) establishes the number of dwelling units allowed on a parcel. 

 

1.3 Effective Date and Repeal of Existing Bylaw 

1.3.1 This Bylaw comes into force and takes effect upon receiving third reading and being signed in accordance with 

section 213 of the Municipal Government Act.    

1.3.2 The previous City of Lacombe Land Use Bylaw No. 300 and amendments thereto are hereby repealed and cease to 

have effect on the day this Bylaw comes into force. 

1.3.3 Applications for subdivision and development which were submitted and are deemed to be complete prior to the 

date that this Bylaw comes into force shall be considered and decided upon in accordance with the Land Use Bylaw 

which was in effect on the date that they were initially applied for. 
 

1.4 Application 

1.4.1 Except as approved in this Bylaw, no person shall commence any development within the City, unless a 

Development Permit has been issued for that development. 

1.4.2 The provisions of this Bylaw apply to all lands and developments within the boundaries of the City of Lacombe, 

pursuant to the Municipal Government Act, RSA2000 M-26. 

1.4.3 The City is committed to enforcement of the Bylaw to protect property and rights of all citizens of the City.  It is the 

responsibility of individuals to consult the Bylaw to ensure their property and developments are in compliance 

with this Bylaw.  

1.4.4 Any reference in this Bylaw to other legislation or documents shall be a reference to the Bylaw or legislation then 

in effect and shall include all amendments and any successor legislation.   
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1.5 Compliance with Other Legislation 

1.5.1 Compliance with the requirements of this Land Use Bylaw does not exempt any person from: 

a) obtaining a Development Permit as required by this Bylaw or any other permit, license, or other authorization 

required by this or any other City of Lacombe Bylaw; 

b) the requirements of any City of Lacombe adopted statutory plan; 

c) the requirements of any federal, provincial or municipal legislation or regulation; and 

d) complying with any caveat, easement, covenant, contract or agreement affecting the use or development of lands 

or buildings. 

1.6 Sections Found Invalid 

1.6.1 If one or more provisions of this Land Use Bylaw are for any reason declared to be invalid, it is intended that all 

remaining provisions are to remain in full force and effect. 
 

1.7 Establishment of Forms  

1.7.1 For the purpose of administering the provisions of this Bylaw, the Chief Administrative Officer or their designate 

shall specify and prepare such forms as may be necessary and expedient.  

1.7.2 Any such forms or notices are deemed to have the full force and effect of this Land Use Bylaw in the execution of 

the purpose for which they were designated, authorized and issued. 
 

1.8 Establishment of Supplementary Regulations 

1.8.1 Supplementary Regulations as set forth in Part 8, are hereby adopted by reference to be part of this Land Use 

Bylaw, and to be amended in the same manner as any other part of this Land Use Bylaw. 

1.8.2 Supplementary regulations provide guidance to the Development Authority.  Where supplementary regulations 

are provided for a specific Land Use District (Residential, Commercial, Industrial, Public Use or Other), and a use or 

building is approved within a district for which no supplementary regulations exists, the Development Authority 

may choose to use the applicable regulations pertaining to the use or building, even if those supplementary 

regulations do not pertain to that specific Land Use District. 
 

1.9 Establishment of Districts 

1.9.1 For the purpose of this Land Use Bylaw, the City of Lacombe is divided into the following Districts 

1.9.2 The boundaries of the districts listed are delineated on the Land Use District Map(s) being Part 15 and identified in 

Table 1.1 below. 
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TABLE 1.1: LAND USE DISTRICTS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residential Districts 

R1 Residential Detached District 

R1-N Residential Detached Narrow District 

R2 
Residential Single & Semi-Detached 

District 

R3 Residential Modular Home District 

R4 Residential Mixed District 

R5 Residential Multi-Unit Dwelling District 

R6 Residential Apartment District 

R-LI Residential- Light Industrial District 

RCM 
Residential-Commercial Mixed Use 

District 

Commercial Districts 

C1 Downtown Commercial District 

C2 Neighbourhood Commercial District 

C3 Transitional Commercial District 

C4 Highway Commercial District 

C5 Shopping Centre District 

UC University Commercial District 

C6 
Regional Shopping Centre District 
(Added, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

Industrial Districts 

I1 Light Industrial District 

I2 Heavy Industrial District 

Public Use Districts 

BU Burman University District 

CS  Community Services District 

EOS Environmental Open Space District 

GS Greenspace District 

UT Utility District 

Other Districts 

AP Airport District 

DC1 Direct Control District 1 

DC2 Direct Control District 2 

FD Future Designation District 

Overlay Districts 

 
Downtown Area Redevelopment Plan 

Architectural Guidelines Overlay 

 Historic District Area Overlay 

 
Flood Hazard Area Regulations 

District Overlay 

 Place of Worship Overlay 
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Part - 2 INTERPRETATION 

 

2.1 Rules of Interpretation 

2.1.1 In this Bylaw: 

a) ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎƘŀƭƭέ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ:   

i ²ƘŜǊŜ άǎƘŀƭƭέ allows for the Development Authority to be otherwise satisfied, the Development Authority 

may choose to waive or vary ŀ άǎƘŀƭƭέ, but the application shall be considered and treated as a 

discretionary use or as an application with a variance; 

b) ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎƘƻǳƭŘέ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ƻǊ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ōǳǘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ 

compliance impractical, premature or unnecessary in the opinion of the Development Authority: 

i  ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǾŜ ŀ άǎƘƻǳƭŘέ ŎƭŀǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 

of the application (e.g. whether it is permitted or discretionary); 

c) ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƳŀȅέ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΤ 

i ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ΨƳŀȅΩ ŎƭŀǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 

of the application (e.g. whether it is permitted or discretionary); 

d) words used in the present tense include the other tenses and derivative forms;  

e) words used in the singular shall also mean the plural;  

f) words used in the masculine gender shall also mean the feminine gender, the neuter and corporations; 

g) where the terms shall, should and may conflict, the most onerous term shall apply, unless otherwise determined 

by the Development Authority; and 

h) words, phrases and terms not defined in this Part of the Bylaw may be given their definition in the Municipal 

Government Act ƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ 

meaning. 

2.1.2 Illustrations 

a) Drawings and graphic depictions are provided to assist in interpreting and understanding the Bylaw. Where a 

conflict or inconsistency exists between a drawing and the text of the Bylaw, the text shall prevail.   
 

2.1.3 Identifying Individual Districts 

a) Land Use Districts for the purposes of this bylaw are generally classed as residential, commercial, industrial, and 

public use districts.  Other Districts are also present.   

b) Within each district there shall be a set of uses comprised of one or more of the following: 

i permitted uses; 

ii discretionary uses;  

iii prohibited uses; and 

iv site specific uses.  

2.1.4 Purpose Statements 

a) The purpose statements in each District are included to describe the overall intent of the District.  The use and 

development activity within each District should reflect its purpose.  Applications to amend the Land Use Bylaw 

shall consider the purpose statements as part of the decision making process as it affects the amendment. 

2.1.5 Boundaries 

a) Where the location of district boundaries on the Land Use District Map is not clearly understood, the following 

rules shall apply: 

i a boundary shown as approximately following a parcel boundary shall be deemed to follow the parcel 

boundary; and 
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ii a boundary location which cannot be satisfactorily resolved shall be referred to the Municipal Planning 

Commission for an official interpretation. 

2.1.6 Measurements 

a) Unless otherwise specified, all measurements are in metric.   

b) Unless otherwise specified, the normal rules of rounding shall be applied.  If the number you are rounding is 

followed by an integer ending with 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9, the number is rounded up to the next whole number.  If the 

number you are rounding is followed by an integer ending with 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4, the number is rounded down to the 

previous whole number. (Amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

2.1.7 Reference Tools    

a) For ease of reference, uses that have an asterisk (*) are those that have additional provisions listed within Parts 8 - 

14.  The lack of an asterisk (*) does not preclude the requirement to provide the supplementary regulations. 

  

2.2 DEFINITIONS 

2.2.1 Where a specific use applied for generally conforms to the wording of two (2) or more uses, the Development 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƛǘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ 

2.2.2 Words, terms and phrases specifically relating to signs are listed within Part 7 of this Bylaw.   

2.2.3 Words and terms relating to the interpretation of the Overlay Districts are found in Part 14 of this Bylaw. 

2.2.4 The following words, terms and phrases, wherever they occur in this Bylaw, have the meaning assigned to them as 

follows: 

 

A 

ά!ōǳǘέ ƻǊ ά!ōǳǘǘƛƴƎέ means immediately 

contiguous to or physically touching, and when 

used with respect to a lot, means that the lot 

physically touches upon another lot or shares a 

property line or boundary line with it.  

άAccessory buildingέ means a building separate 

and subordinate to the  principal building on 

site, the use of which is incidental to that 

principal building and is located on the same 

parcel.* 

ά!ŎŎŜǎǎƻǊȅ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘέ means in the 

Commercial Districts and Direct Control District 

1, a separate and subordinate dwelling unit(s) 

occupying the same building as a commercial 

use, or in the Industrial District, a separate and 

subordinate dwelling unit(s) either occupying 

the same building as an industrial use or located 

within a separate building for the sole purpose 

of providing occupancy for an operator or 

caretaker for the industrial use.* 

άAccessory residential buildingέ means an 

accessory building to a residence and includes 

such things as detached garages, garden sheds 

and greenhouses, but does not include fabric-

covered portable structures.*    

άAccessory useέ means a use of land or building 

which is subordinate or incidental to the 

principal use of the same parcel, building site or 

dwelling unit.  

ά!ŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ means the collective 

actions proposed and approved by the 

Development Authority to address impacts 

caused by development.  Typically 

accommodation strategies are provided as it 

relates to transportation: traffic, bicycle and 

pedestrian routes, helping to ensuring safe 

passage during the course of a development.   

 άAccommodation unitέ means one or more 

rooms that provide(s) sleeping accommodation 

and bathroom facilities, but is not equipped with 

self-contained cooking facilities. 
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ά!ŎǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴέ means any form of 

transportation by which people use their own 

energy to power their motion, including walking, 

running, cycling, cross-country skiing, 

skateboarding, snowshoeing, rollerblading and 

use of a manual wheelchair.* 

ά!ŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ reuseέ means the productive 

retention and reuse of historical buildings 

through the provision of expanded development 

and use options that serve to discourage the 

underutilization or demolition of resources.  

άAdjacent landέ means land or a portion of land 

that is contiguous and includes land or a portion 

of land that would be contiguous except for a 

road, rail or utility right-of-way, river or stream 

and any other land that is, in the opinion of the 

Development Authority, considered to be 

adjacent.  Adjacent land may include those lands 

defined as adjacent by other legislation.   

άAdult entertainment establishmentέ means any 

premises or part thereof wherein live 

performances, motion pictures, electronic 

media, electronic or photographic 

reproductions, the principal feature of which is 

the nudity or partial nudity of any person, are 

performed or shown as a principal use or an 

accessory or similar use to some other business 

activity which is conducted on the premises.*  

ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎέ means any 

facility and grounds for the display, exhibition 

and promotion of agricultural activities.   

άAgricultural implement and industrial equipment 

sales and servicesέ means the use of land, 

buildings or structures for the sale, rental, 

service, or repair of equipment and machinery 

directly associated with agricultural operations. 

ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘέ means land that contains an 

agricultural operation.  

 ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ means an agricultural 

activity conducted on agricultural land for gain 

or reward or in the hope or expectation of gain 

or reward, and includes: 

(a) The cultivation of land; 

(b) The raising of livestock, including game-

production animals within the meaning of 

the Livestock Industry Diversification Act and 

poultry; 

(c) the raising of fur-bearing animals, pheasants 

or fish; 

(d) the production of agricultural field crops;  

(e) the production of fruit, vegetables, sod, 

trees, shrubs and other specialty 

horticultural crops; 

(f) the production of eggs and milk; 

(g) the production of honey; 

(h) the operation of agricultural machinery and 

equipment, including irrigation pumps; and  

(i) the operation of fertilizers, manure, 

insecticides, pesticides, fungicides and 

herbicides, including application by ground 

and aerial spraying for agricultural purposes. 

This definition does not include Cannabis 

Production & Distribution.  (Amended, b.400.16, 

09/10/2018) 

ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ Research FŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ means a 

government facility, including any buildings and 

grounds where agricultural operations are 

studied.  

ά!ƛǊǇƻǊǘέ means an area of land with a hard 

surfaced landing strip used for the arrival, 

departure, movement or servicing of aircraft, 

together with any accessory buildings and other 

installations.  (Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

ά!ƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǘέ means a permit pertaining to 

altering any aspect of a building designated as a 

Municipal Historic Resource. 

έ!ƳŜƴƛǘȅ ŀǊŜŀέ means space provided for active 

or passive recreation and enjoyment and may 

include hard and soft-landscaped areas, 

balconies, recreational facilities and communal 

lounges, but does not include hard-surface 

parking facilities.* 
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ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ means a facility for animal 

grooming, training, or daycare, and includes the 

retail sales of associated products, but does not 

include provisions for overnight 

accommodations.  Animal services do not 

include veterinary clinics, hospitals, or kennels.     

ά!ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέ means a residential 

building containing three or more dwelling units 

having shared entrance facilities and/or direct 

exterior entrances, in which the dwelling units 

are arranged in any horizontal or vertical 

configuration.* (see Section 9.4)   

άAppeal Boardέ means the Subdivision and 

Development Appeal Board established under 

City Bylaw.  

ά!ǊŜŀ wŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴέ means a statutory 

plan adopted by Council to guide the 

redevelopment of existing developed areas, 

pursuant to the Municipal Government Act. 

άArea Structure Planέ means a statutory plan 

adopted by Council to provide long range land 

use planning for large areas of undeveloped land 

within the City, pursuant to the Municipal 

Government Act. 

ά!Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ ǎǘǳŘƛƻέ means a building or 

portion thereof used for the production and 

retail sale of uniquely finished product by an 

artist or craftsperson and includes, but shall not 

be limited to, works created by painting, 

ceramics, weaving, knitting, sculpture, 

photography, candle makers, stained glass, glass 

blowing and textile arts. 

ά!ǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ means land and/or buildings 

that are used for the public sale of property or 

goods to the highest bidder.  The sale of 

livestock is discretionary only in the I2 ς Heavy 

Industrial District.  (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

ά!ǳǘƻōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǎƘƻǇέ means development 

for the repair and/or painting of motor vehicle 

bodies and frames, and for damaged motor 

vehicle appraisal services. 

ά!ǳǘƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ means a business 

which typically offers sale, rental and/or lease of 

passenger vehicles, light trucks, vans, 

motorcycles and other similar vehicles and 

typically offers mechanical repair, oil, lube and 

similar repairs and maintenance to vehicles, but 

does not include autobody and paint shop 

repair. 

B 

ά.ŀŦŦƭŜέ means any device used to soften the 

effects of light. 

ά.ŀƭŎƻƴȅέ means a platform without stairs 

adjoining a dwelling and is intended for use as 

an outdoor amenity space. 

ά.ŀǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƻƳƛƴƛǳƳέ means a condominium 

in which the units are defined in relation to the 

land rather than in relation to a building.  A 

bareland condominium shares all the other 

features of a conventional condominium except 

for the definition of the boundaries. 

ά.ŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŦǊŜŜέ means that a building and its 

facilities can be approached, entered, and used 

by persons with physical, mental or sensory 

disabilities. 

άBasementέ means a habitable portion of a 

building which is partly underground on at least 

three sides.   

άBed and breakfastέ means an owner occupied 

single detached, semi-detached or duplex 

dwelling where temporary accommodation is 

provided in six (6) or less guest rooms and meals 

may be supplied on a daily basis to registered 

guests.     

άBoarding and rooming houseέ means a 

development consisting of a single detached, 

semi-detached or duplex dwelling where the 

owner lives and supplies lodging and sleeping 

accommodation, with or without meals, for 
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remuneration to no less than four (4) and no 

more than six (6) un-related persons. Only one 

cooking facility shall be located within a 

boarding and rooming house.  A boarding and 

rooming house does not include a care 

residence.  

ά.ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅέ means the registered property line 

of a site.  For modular home parks, boundary 

refers to the imaginary dividing line between 

two units, creating an equal distribution of land 

between the affected units. 

άBuildingέ means a structure with roof and walls. 

ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅκǎŀƭŜǎκǎǘŀƎƛƴƎέ means the 

principal building and any accessory grounds and 

buildings for the purpose of building, staging and 

selling modular building sections, either in whole 

or in part, to ultimately be transported off-site.   

άBuilding heightέ refers to "height".    

ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘέ means permission or 

authorization in writing pursuant to the Safety 

Codes Act to commence the use, occupancy, 

renovation, relocation, construction or 

demolition of any building. 

ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ/relocation of buildingΩΩ 

means the act of relocating a building to a new 

location. This may involve removing a building 

from one site and placing it on another site, 

moving a building to a new location on the same 

site or bringing a building onto a site.*  

άBuilding supply and lumber yardέ means a 

building in which construction and home 

improvement materials are offered or kept for 

retail sale and may include the fabrication of 

certain materials related to home improvement. 

An outdoor storage yard may be included only 

where outdoor storage yard is listed as a use the 

district.  (Amended, b.400.17, 09/24/2018) 

ά.ǳƭƪ ŦǳŜƭ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜέ means a 

development for the purpose of handling 

petroleum products in bulk quantities, and 

includes dispensing equipment and 

supplementary tanker vehicle storage.  Card-lock 

pumps and retail fuel sales may be incorporated 

as accessory uses. 

άBus depotέ means a facility providing for the 

departure and arrival of passengers and freight 

carried by bus. 

C 

ά/ŀƭƛǇŜǊέ means an instrument for measuring 

thicknesses and internal or external diameters 

(i.e. trees).  

άCampgroundέ means a parcel developed and 

maintained for the temporary accommodation 

of travellers, tourists and vacationers, providing 

overnight camping experiences from tenting to 

serviced trailer sites, and may include accessory 

facilities which support the use, such as 

administration offices and laundry facilities.  It 

does not include the use of modular homes or 

trailers on a permanent year round basis, unless 

approved by the City to provide accommodation 

to the City contracted caretaker.  (Amended, b.400.02, 

04/24/2017) 

ά/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎέ means cannabis plant, fresh 

cannabis, dried cannabis, cannabis oil and 

cannabis plant seeds and any other substance 

defined as cannabis in the Cannabis Act 

(Canada) and its regulations, as amended from 

time to time and includes edible products that 

contain cannabis.  (Added, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

ά/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊȅέ means cannabis accessory 

as defined in the Cannabis Act (Canada) and its 

regulations, as amended from time to time.   
(Added, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

ά/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ ƭƻǳƴƎŜǎέ means development where 

the primary purpose of the facility is the sale of 

Cannabis to the public, for the consumption 

within a permanent premise that is authorized 

by provincial or federal legislation.  This use does 

not include Cannabis Production & Distribution.  
(Added, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 
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ά/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ϧ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ς ƳŀƧƻǊέ 

means development occupying more than 

200m², used for the production, cultivation and 

growth of Cannabis.  This includes, processing of 

raw materials, the making, testing, 

manufacturing, assembly or in any way altering 

the chemical or physical properties of semi-

finished or finished goods and products.  This 

also includes the storage, transshipping, 

distribution & sales of materials, goods and 

products to Cannabis Retail sales stores.  (Added, 

b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

ά/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ϧ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ς ƳƛƴƻǊέ 

means development occupying up to & including 

200m², used for the production, cultivation and 

growth of Cannabis.  This includes, processing of 

raw materials, the making, testing, 

manufacturing, assembly or in any way altering 

the chemical or physical properties of semi-

finished or finished goods and products.  This 

also includes the storage, transshipping, 

distribution & sales of materials, goods and 

products to Cannabis Retail sales stores.  (Added, 

b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

ά/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǎŀƭŜǎέ means development used 

for the retail sale of Cannabis that is licensed 

and authorized by provincial or federal 

legislation within a permanent building.  This 

Use does not include Cannabis Production and 

Distribution or Cannabis lounges.  (Added, b.400.16, 

09/10/2018) 

άCare residenceέ means a building, with two or 

more accommodation units designed to provide 

long term housing wherein the residents, who 

because of their circumstances cannot or do not 

wish to maintain their own households.*  

ά/ŀǊǇƻǊǘέ means a building used to provide 

shelter to parked vehicles with a minimum of 

two of its sides unenclosed.  A carport is roofed 

and may be either free standing or attached to a 

building.  Where attached to a building it shall 

be considered as part of the building, and where 

it is freestanding it shall be considered as an 

accessory or residential accessory building. 

άCartage and freight terminalέ means a facility 

accommodating the storage and distribution of 

freight shipped by air, rail or highway 

transportation.   

άCar washέ means a building containing facilities 

for a self-service car wash or washing motor 

vehicles by production line methods which may 

include a conveyor system or similar mechanical 

devices. 

άCemeteryέ means the development of a parcel 

primarily as landscaped open space for 

interment, and may include buildings or 

entombment of deceased persons. 

άChief Administrative Officerέ means the Chief 

Administrative Officer of the City of Lacombe 

appointed by Council under Bylaw. 

ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭέ means the principal use of land, 

building(s), or structure(s) for the purpose of 

buying and selling commodities and supplying 

professional and personal services for 

compensation. 

ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŘ ƭƻŎƪέ means a petroleum 

dispensing outlet without full-time attendants.  

ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘέ means a 

building or portion thereof designed for sports 

and active recreation where patrons are 

predominantly participants and any spectators 

are incidental and attend on an occasional basis, 

and may include but is not limited to billiard 

halls, bowling alleys and amusement arcades. 

ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ see mixed use 

dwellings. 

ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέ means a facility that 

provides education or training in general 

education, trade, life skills, or business skills and 

includes, business schools, secretarial schools 

and personal service schools, but does not 

include an industrial training facility.   
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 ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻǿŜǊέ means an antenna 

and/or supporting structure for the transmission 

and/or receiving of radio communication, 

including but not limited to radio and television 

transmission, two-way radio, land-mobile 

systems, fixed-point microwave and amateur 

radio systems.  Communication towers are 

governed under a separate City Policy: 

Telecommunication Antenna System Siting 

Protocols.* 

ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ and recreation facility, 

ƳŀƧƻǊέ means any facility with a gross floor area 

greater than 400m2 provided by the municipality 

or by other groups or organizations without 

profit or gain for such special purposes including 

but not limited to a community meeting room, 

community centre, drop-in centre, museum, art 

gallery, art studio, library, arena, gymnasium, 

swimming pool, and other recreation 

infrastructure but does not include education 

facilities or group homes.  

ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ 

ƳƛƴƻǊέ means any facility with a gross floor area 

less than 400m2 provided by the municipality or 

by other groups or organizations without profit 

or gain for such special purposes including but 

not limited to a community meeting room, 

community centre, drop-in centre, museum, art 

gallery, art studio, library, arena, gymnasium, 

swimming pool, and other recreation 

infrastructure but does not include education 

facilities or group homes. 

ά/ommunity evenǘέ  means a sporting, cultural, 

seasonal/special occasion market or other type 

of unique activity, which is considered an event 

as it occurs for a limited or fixed duration (e.g. 

one-time, annual). It is intended to attract 

community and surrounding residents to use, or 

have impact on public space (owned, leased or 

controlled by the City of Lacombe) or 

occasionally on private land.  (Added, b.400.02, 

04/24/2017) 

ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ means the use of land, 

buildings or structures, or part thereof, for the 

principal purpose of selling products and 

merchandise to the general public. 

ά/ƻƴŘƻƳƛƴƛǳƳέ means a form of property 

ownership in which each owner holds title to 

his/her individual unit, plus a fractional interest 

in the common areas of the multi-unit project. 

ά/ƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎέ means a standard sizing of 

nursery stock applied to plants grown in 

containers.     

άConvenience storeέ means a building used for 

retail or merchandise sales which serves the 

day-to-day living needs of neighbourhood 

residents and employees. 

ά/ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ means three or more individual 

stove top elements or burners or an oven.* 

άCouncilέ means the Council of the City of 

Lacombe. 

ά/ǊŀǿƭǎǇŀŎŜέ means a portion of a building 

which is mainly underground and for which no 

habitable space can be developed.  

 ά/ǊŜƳŀǘƻǊƛǳƳέ means an establishment with 

one or more cremation chambers used to 

reduce the human body to ashes by heat and 

where funeral services are not conducted. 

ά/ǊƛƳŜ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 

ό/t¢95ύέ means a set of principles intended to 

prevent crime by changing or managing the 

physical environment to produce behavioural 

effects that will reduce the incidences and fear 

of crime.*  

D 

ά5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƎƻƻŘǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅέ means any 

occupancy where goods have the ability to cause 

damage or injury to persons, property, and/or 

the environment when released from 

containment.* 
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άDay care facilityέ means a facility that provides 

care and supervision for seven (7) or more 

children for more than three (3) but less than 24 

consecutive hours in each day that the facility is 

operating, and is intended to be operated at 

least twelve (12) consecutive weeks per year. 

ά5ŜŎƪέ means a platform or floor structure 

normally adjoining a building and which is 

greater than or equal to 0.3m in height and 

intended for use as an outdoor amenity space.* 

άDemolitionέ means the pulling down, tearing 

down or razing of a building.* 

ά5Ŝƴǎƛǘȅέ means the measure of the number of 

dwelling units per developable area of land 

(net), expressed in units per hectare.  For the 

purposes of Development Permit applications, 

density shall be calculated using the area of the 

property being developed using the following 

formula: 

Density: Max. Number of Units Allowed per 

Hectare/ one hectare (1ha) = Units Allowed on 

the Site (x)/ Site Area (ha) 

 Example: 

R4 property = 35 units per hectare as a 

permitted use 

Property Area to be developed = 558m2 (0.06 

ha) 

Density = 35/10 000 m2 = X/558m2 

Allowable units to be built as a permitted use in 

the R4 District = (35X558) / 10,000 = 1.95 or 2 

units  

All density calculations shall use standard rules 

of rounding to the next whole number. 

άDetached dwellingέ means a residential building 

containing one dwelling unit, which is physically 

separate from any other residential building, and 

does not include a modular home.  Where a 

secondary suite is a listed use within a district, a 

detached dwelling may also contain a secondary 

suite (if approved by the Development 

Authority).* (see Section 9.4) 

ά5ŜǘŀŎƘŜŘ ƎŀǊŀƎŜέ means an accessory 

residential building or accessory building, not 

connected to the principal building on the 

parcel, intended for the storage of vehicles or 

property owned by the occupant of the principal 

building.  See accessory residential buildings.* 

ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŀōƭŜ  !ǊŜŀ όƴŜǘύέ means the total area 

of lands minus any environmental reserve areas.  
(Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

άDevelopmentέ means 

(a) An excavation or stockpile and the creation 

of either of them, or 

(b) A building or an addition to, or replacement 

or repair of a building and the construction 

or placing in, on, over or under land of any 

of them, or 

(c) A change of use of land or a building or an 

act done in relation to land or a building that 

results in or is likely to result in a change in 

the use of the land or building, or 

(d) A change in the intensity of use of land or a 

building or an act done in relation to land or 

a building that results in or is likely to result 

in a change in the intensity of use of the land 

or building. 

άDevelopment Authorityέ means the 

Development Authority established under the 

City of Lacombe Subdivision and Development 

Authorities Bylaw, as amended. 

ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜέ means the area of land 

that is approved to be built on, determined by 

the setbacks established in this Bylaw.  

άDevelopment Officerέ means the Chief 

Administrative Officer or delegate. 

άDevelopment Permitέ means a document 

authorizing a development pursuant to this 

Bylaw and includes but is not limited to 

occupancy, demolition and home occupation 

permits. 
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άDiscretionary useέ means a use of land or 

buildings which may be compatible with other 

uses in the district, for which a Development 

Permit  may be issued, with or without 

conditions, at the discretion of the Development 

Authority. 

ά5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ means a warehouse or 

other building used for receipt, temporary 

storage, and redistribution of goods. This 

definition does not include Cannabis Production 

& Distribution.  (Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

άDistrictέ means land use district, or zoning, 

established under this Bylaw. 

άDistrict shopping centreέ means a group of 

commercial establishments planned, owned, 

developed and managed as a unit established on 

the same site which serves the needs of the 

urban centre and surrounding municipalities;  

Each use within a District Shopping Centre shall 

require its own, separately approved 

Development Permit . 

άDrinking establishmentέ means an 

establishment where the principal purpose is the 

sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on 

the premises and may also include 

entertainment, dancing, the preparation and 

sale of food for consumption on the premises, 

take-out food services and the sale of alcoholic 

beverages for consumption away from the 

premises.  A drinking establishment includes any 

ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ά/ƭŀǎǎ !έ ƭƛǉǳƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ Ƙŀǎ 

been issued and where minors are prohibited on 

the premises at any time, by the terms of the 

license as issued by Alberta Gaming and Liquor 

Commission, but does not include an adult 

entertainment establishment.*  

ά5ǊƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέ means an 

establishment with facilities for on-site service 

to customers who remain in their motor 

vehicles.  A drive-through business may include 

banking or dry cleaning but does not include a 

theatre. A drive-through component of a 

business shall be deemed accessory to that 

business.*   

ά5ǊƛǾŜ-ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘέ means a building or 

portion thereof where food and/or beverages 

are sold in a form ready for consumption directly 

to customers who remain in their motor 

vehicles. 

άDrivewayέ means an area that provides a 

vehicle access route between a public roadway 

and a use on a parcel.* 

άDuplex dwellingέ means a building designed and 

built to contain two dwelling units, with one 

dwelling unit placed over the other in whole or 

in part, each having a separate entrance and not 

attached to any other residential building.*  (see 

Section 9.4)   

 άDwelling unitέ means habitable space used or 

intended to be used by one or more persons 

which is used or fully capable of being used as a 

residence, where each unit provides cooking, 

eating, living, sleeping and sanitary facilities and 

is accessed by a separate locked entrance or 

serviced by one (1) or more separate utility 

connections or accounts or both.* (see Section 

9.4)   

E - F 

άEavelineέ means the horizontal line on a 

structure that marks the bottom edge of the 

overhang of a roof and where there is no 

overhang, the eaveline should be the horizontal 

line at the intersection of the roof and wall. 

ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ means the use of land or 

buildings for the purpose of instruction and 

other public services and facilities related to the 

operation of provincial accredited educational 

facilities.   

ά9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎέ means where 

electric vehicle batteries can be charged.* (see 

8.18.13) 
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 άEmergency service provision ς publically 

pǊƻǾƛŘŜŘέ means services such as fire and 

rescue, ambulance and police service, provided 

to residents by governments and/or their 

appointed agencies.   

ά9ƴŎƭƻǎŜŘέ means any building that is roofed 

with walls on all sides.   

ά9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŜέ means land designated 

as such pursuant to the Municipal Government 

Act and may consist of: 

(a) A swamp, gully, ravine, coulee or natural 

drainage course, 

(b) Land that is subject to flooding or is 

unstable, or 

(c) Land adjacent to the bed and shore of any 

lake, river, stream or other body of water 

Environmental reserve lands must, subject to 

the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, 

be left in their natural state or be used as a 

public park. 

ά9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƴǘŀƭέ means a building or part of a 

building in which residential, commercial and 

industrial equipment is provided for rent, lease 

or hire and includes an outdoor storage yard 

only where an outdoor storage yard is listed as a  

use in the district.  (Amended, b.400.17, 09/24/2018) 

άExisting residence and other related 

improvementsέ means a detached dwelling or 

modular home and buildings accessory to the 

use of the dwelling unit and the parcel upon 

which it is located, serviced by utilities and 

access to the satisfaction of the Development 

Authority. 

άCŀŎŀŘŜέ means the exterior wall of a building. 

άCŜƴŎŜέ means a vertical physical barrier 

constructed to prevent visual intrusion, define 

boundaries, provide sound abatement or limit 

unauthorized access.  

άCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ means the provision of 

financial and investment services by a bank, 

trust company, investment dealer, credit union, 

mortgage broker or related business, which may 

also include provision of drive-through access to 

an automated teller machine.  

άCƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ means the use of premises for 

the development, on a one-to-one basis or in 

group or individual sessions, of physical fitness, 

including but not limited to gymnasia; racquet 

courts; yoga, pilates and dance studios; martial 

arts and self-defense training facilities.  

άCƭƻƻŘ ŦǊƛƴƎŜέ means that portion of the Flood 

Hazard Area where the flows are generally 

shallower and move more slowly than in the 

floodway.  The flood fringe typically includes the 

area between the floodway and the outer 

boundary of the flood hazard area. 

άCƭƻƻŘ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ŀǊŜŀέ means the combination of 

the floodway and flood fringe zones and may 

also include areas of overland flow.   

άCƭƻƻŘǿŀȅέ means that portion of the flood 

hazard area where flows are deepest, fastest 

and most destructive.  The floodway typically 

includes the main channel of a stream and a 

portion of the adjacent overbank area. 

άCƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ - ƳŀƧƻǊέ means a 

wholesale development that consists of the 

processing of raw materials, including live 

animals, into a semi-finished or finished food 

and/or beverage product that may be stored on 

site prior to the distribution of the product.  Any 

indoor display, retail sales, office or 

administrative support area shall be a secondary 

use. A microbrewery is not a food production 

facility.* This definition does not include 

Cannabis Production & Distribution.  (Amended, 

b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

 

άCƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻn facility - ƳƛƴƻǊέ means a 

primarily retail development that consists of the 

processing of raw materials into a semi-finished 

or finished food and/or beverage product.  Any 

indoor display, retail sales, office or 
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administrative support area shall be a secondary 

use. A microbrewery is not a food production 

facility.*  This definition does not include 

Cannabis Production & Distribution.  (Amended, 

b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

 άCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴέ means a system or arrangement 

of foundation units through which the loads 

from a building or structure are transferred to 

supporting soil or rock. 

άCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴƛǘέ means one of the structural 

members of the foundation of a building or 

structure such as a footing, grade beams, slab or 

pile. 

Frontage means the linear length of the Front 

Parcel Boundary measured at the Front Yard 

Setback.  (Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017)

 άFront parcel boundaryέ means in the case of an 

interior parcel, the boundary which abuts a 

street and in the case of a corner parcel or a 

parcel which abuts more than one street, means 

the shorter of the two boundaries which abut a 

ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ώǎŜŜ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άȅŀǊŘέϐ, 

unless otherwise approved per Section 4.8.3. 

άFront yardέ means a yard extending across the 

full width of a parcel situated between the front 

boundary of the parcel and the front wall(s) of 

the principal building situated on the parcel [see 

ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άȅŀǊŘέϐΦ  ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

is no discernible front yard, see clause 8.24.3.   

άFuneral homeέ means a business establishment 

where the bodies of the dead are prepared for 

burial or cremation, and where funeral services 

may be held.  A crematorium is a separate use.  

G - H 

άDŀǊŀƎŜέ means a type of residential accessory 

building or accessory building into which a 

vehicle(s) enter(s). 

άDŀǊŘŜƴ ǎǳƛǘŜέ means a separate, subordinate 

and self-contained dwelling unit with a cooking 

facility, located on a residential parcel within an 

accessory residential building. This includes a 

tiny/cottage house.* 

άGas barέ means one or more pump islands, 

each consisting of one or more gasoline pumps 

and shelter having a floor area of not more than 

10m2, excluding washrooms, which shall not be 

used for repairs or oil changes. 

άDŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ means a development used 

primarily for the sale of gasoline and other 

petroleum products, and may include the sale of 

a limited range of convenience goods.  The 

development may also include a car wash to 

which the regulations pertaining to car wash 

also apply.  

άGeothermal energy infrastructureέ means 

structures and accessories designed to produce 

energy from the earth's internal heat.*    

άDƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜέ means a large open area of land 

laid out for the playing of golf, and may include 

accessory golf related retail sales, commercial 

schools, restaurants and meeting spaces. 

άDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǳǎŜέ - means a facility owned or 

operated by federal, provincial or municipal 

government or an agency, commission, board or 

other entity established by statute or bylaw, 

including facilities for the provision of protective 

services. Government use does not include 

public maintenance buildings, structures and 

yards. 

άDǊŀŘŜΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ means the average level of 

finished ground adjoining the main front wall of 

a building (not including an attached Garage).  

άDǊŜŜƴ ǊƻƻŦέ means an extension of an above 

grade roof built on top of a man-made structure 

which is designed, constructed and maintained 

to allow vegetation to grow.* 

άGreenhouses, commercialέ means a building 

used primarily for the growing of flowers, plants, 

shrubs, trees, vegetables, and similar vegetation 

for wholesale and retail sale. It may also include 

sales of associated gardening merchandise and 
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landscaping materials. This does not include a 

medicinal marijuana facility, Cannabis 

Production & Distribution or Cannabis Retail 

Sales.  (Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

άHangarέ means a structure designed to store 

aircrafts and associated equipment or supplies 

required for the operation and maintenance of 

them. 

άHard landscapingέ means the use of non-

vegetative material, other than monolithic 

concrete or asphalt as part of a landscaped area 

and may include materials such as brick, gravel, 

rock or stone, concrete, timber, bitumen, glass, 

metals, etc.* 

άIŀǊŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎƛƴƎέ means asphalt, concrete, 

interlocking brick/paving stones or similar 

material satisfactory to the Development 

Authority that is used in the construction of a 

driveway, parking facilities, pedestrian walkways 

and trails but does not include gravel or granular 

materials.* 

άIŜŀǾȅ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ means the 

assembly, sales, rental and service of any heavy 

vehicle or equipment used in commercial, 

industrial, or agricultural activities. 

άIŜƛƎƘǘέ means, unless otherwise stated in this 

bylaw, for all buildings: the vertical distance 

measured from the front grade at the building 

face to the highest point of the building.  In all 

cases, unless otherwise determined by the 

Development Authority, architectural features 

such as chimneys, steeples, cupolas, mechanical 

penthouses, and ventilation equipment should 

not be included in the calculation of height.  

άHighwayέ means lands used or surveyed for use 

as a public highway, and includes all other 

definitions for highway in accordance with the 

Public Highways Development and Protection 

Act, 2004. 

άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ means any principal building 

that is 50 years or older. 

άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ƴixed use dǿŜƭƭƛƴƎέ means the 

adaptive reuse of a residential Historic Building 

providing for a commercial component for 

conducting business, while maintaining a portion 

of the building for residential purposes.  Historic 

mixed use dwellings may be permitted only 

within the following areas (see Section 14.4)  

(a) Section 14.4.10 Historic Residential District 

(b) Section 14.4.12 Mixed Use Transition District 

(c) Section 14.4.13 Old Town Main Street 

District: Mixed Use District 

(d) Section 14.4.14 Old Town Main Street 

District: Residential District.* 

άHome occupation 1έ means the secondary use 

of a principal dwelling unit by a permanent 

resident(s) of the dwelling to conduct a business 

activity or occupation.  No clients shall access 

the business at its location and additional traffic 

generation should not be detectable to the 

neighbourhood.* This does not include Cannabis 

Retail Sales or Cannabis Production & 

Distribution.  (Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018)  

άHome occupation 2έ means the secondary use 

of a principal dwelling unit, the use of an 

accessory building located on the same parcel as 

the principal dwelling unit, or a combination 

thereof, by a permanent resident(s) of the 

dwelling unit, to conduct a business activity or 

occupation.  A limited number of clients may 

access the site.*   This does not include Cannabis 

Retail Sales or Cannabis Production & 

Distribution.  (Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018)  

άIƻǎǇƛǘŀƭέ means an institution, building, or 

other premises, which may include but is not 

limited to a care residence, established for the 

maintenance, observation, medical care and 

supervision and skilled nursing care of persons 

afflicted with or suffering from sickness, disease 

or injury or for the convalescent or chronically ill 

persons.  

άHotelέ means a building which contains 

transient lodging accommodation units for a 
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daily fee to the general public, where each room 

has access from a common interior corridor, and 

may provide additional services such as, but not 

limited to restaurants, lounges, meeting rooms 

and recreational facilities. 

άIƻǘŜƭΣ ōƻǳǘƛǉǳŜέ means a type of hotel, 

typically with less than 15 accommodation units, 

and may or may not offer other services typically 

provided by a hotel.   

I ς L 

άLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ means development 

or use of buildings where the principal use 

provides support services to industry, where 

offices and administrative functions are 

secondary to the use.  The use includes but is 

limited to the following: building security, 

cleaning or maintenance services, engineering, 

land surveyor, laboratories, oilfield services, 

project design, management services, 

construction trade or construction contractor, 

and for the purposes of accessory sale and 

distribution of commercial industrial products to 

the general industrial uses. This use does not 

include commercial office spaces.  

άLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ means a 

development that provides for technical 

instruction to students and/or the training of 

personnel in industrial businesses. 

άLƴŦƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ means the development or 

re-development of vacant, under-used or 

deteriorating parcels within existing urban areas. 

This may include the demolition of existing 

structures to be replaced with new 

development. Infill development may or may not 

include a change in the use or intensity of the 

use on a parcel.*   

άIntermunicipal Development Planέ means a plan 

adopted by City Council and the Council of 

Lacombe County and/or any other municipal 

council as an Intermunicipal Development Plan 

pursuant to the Municipal Government Act. 

άKennelέ means a business where four or more 

dogs over the age of six (6) months and/or four 

or more cats over the age of three (3) months 

are kept, maintained, boarded, bred, trained, or 

cared for in return for remuneration or for the 

purpose of sale. 

ά[ŀƴŘŦƛƭƭέ means landfill as defined in the Waste 

Control Regulation (AR 192/96): as amended. 

ά[ŀƴŘƛƴƎέ means a platform extending 

horizontally from a building solely used to access 

or egress an entry door which provides direct 

access to grade or stairs. 

άLandscaped areaέ means an area of both hard 

and/or soft landscaping, where land is made 

attractive and desirable by the use of any or all 

of the following:  grass, trees, shrubs, 

groundcover (limited to decorative rock, bark or 

mulch), ornamental plantings, pedestrian paths 

providing additional site connections (as 

determined by the Development Authority),  

fences, walls and associated earthworks; 

however, it shall not include areas occupied by 

garbage containers, storage, sidewalks providing 

access from parking facilities or driveways, 

parking facilities or driveways.* (Amended, b.400.02, 

04/24/2017) 

άLand Use Bylawέ means this Land Use Bylaw 

and amendments thereto. 

άLand use districtέ means the Districts or zoning 

created by this bylaw and described in Parts 9 - 

14 and the area of land as shown in Part 15 of 

this Land Use Bylaw. 

άLand use policiesέ mean policies established by 

the Lieutenant Governor in Council of Alberta 

pursuant to the Municipal Government Act. 

άLaneέ means a public thoroughfare which 

provides a secondary means of vehicular access 

to a parcel or parcels and which is registered at a 

land titles office. 

ά[ƛǉǳƻǊ ǎǘƻǊŜέ means a building or part of a 

building for the retail sale of alcohol, including 
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wine and cold beer, to the public for 

consumption off the premises, and may include 

the retail sale of related products such as soft 

drinks and snack foods. 

ά[ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ means a facility 

where agricultural related items, including 

cattle, are bought and sold by public auction.   

ά[ƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜέ means an off street space on 

the same lot in all non-residential development, 

apartment and/or multiple housing 

development, reserved for the purpose of 

providing free access for vehicles to a loading 

door, platform, or bay.* 

M  

άaŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭέ means 

development for the manufacturing, fabricating, 

processing, production, assembly or packaging 

of materials, goods or products and their 

distribution, which does not generate any 

detrimental impact, potential health or safety 

hazard or nuisance factor.  This definition does 

not include Cannabis Production & Distribution.  
(Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

άaŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜέ means 

development for the manufacturing, fabricating, 

processing, production, assembly and packaging 

of materials, goods or products  and their 

distribution, which may generate a detrimental 

impact, potential health or safety hazard or 

nuisance beyond the boundaries of the parcel 

and includes supplementary warehouse and 

staging facilities.  This definition does not include 

Cannabis Production & Distribution.  (Amended, 

b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

άaŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜέ means a residential 

building containing one dwelling unit built or 

constructed in a certified off-site manufacturing 

facility in accordance with the Canadian 

Standards Association (CSA), designed to be 

transported to a suitable site on either its own 

wheels and chassis or other means, to be placed 

on a foundation suitable for long term 

occupancy; manufactured homes do not include 

modular homes. 

άaŀǎǎƛƴƎ όōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎύέ means the general size and 

shape of a building and its spatial relationship to 

the street and adjacent buildings.  

άaŀǎǘŜǊ Development Permit έ means an 

overarching and comprehensive Development 

Permit  which guides development on a parcel, 

typically associated with a phased or multiple 

housing development.   The permit will identify 

building placement, traffic circulation and 

parking, signage, landscaping and any other site 

features deemed appropriate by the 

Development Authority.  

άMechanized excavation, stripping and gradingέ 

means the use of motorized equipment to 

remove, relocate or stockpile soil or vegetation 

in excess of normal landscape maintenance 

requirements.* 

άaŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎέ means a 

building where a professional health 

practitioner(s), including but not limited to 

doctors, dentists, optometrists, acupuncturists, 

naturopaths, chiropractors, physiotherapists and 

counselors, excluding veterinarians, provide 

diagnosis and treatment to the general public 

without overnight accommodations. Medical 

and health offices include such uses as x-ray and 

other diagnostic services as well as minor 

operating rooms and uses accessory to the 

provision of medical and health services 

άaŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ (Deleted, b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 

άaƛŎǊƻōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ς ƳŀƧƻǊέ means a facility, 

licensed by the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 

Commission (AGLC), where beverages of low 

alcoholic content are produced and packaged, 

with a capacity of not more than 25,000 

hectolitres annually. The facility may include the 

distribution, retail or wholesale on or off the 

premises, tasting rooms where guests may 
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sample alcoholic beverages without charge, 

drinking establishments, and restaurants.* 

άaƛŎǊƻōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ς ƳƛƴƻǊέ means a facility, 

licensed by the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 

Commission (AGLC), where beverages of low 

alcoholic content are produced and packaged, 

with a capacity of not more than 5,000 

hectolitres annually. The facility may include the 

distribution, retail or wholesale on or off the 

premises, tasting rooms where guests may 

sample alcoholic beverages without charge, 

drinking establishments, and restaurants.* 

άMinimum parcel widthέ means the width of a 

parcel at the front lot line; for pie shaped lots, 

parcel width shall be measured from the 

minimum front yard setback distance and for 

irregularly shaped lots, parcel width may be 

measured from the widest point of the lot (to 

the discretion of the Development Authority). 

άaƛȄŜŘ ǳǎŜ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎέ means a building that 

includes ground floor commercial space and one 

or more dwelling units within the same building.  

άaƻōƛƭŜκǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǾŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘέ means any 

mobile/portable unit/stand that is designed to 

be portable and not permanently attached to 

the ground and that is intended to be temporary 

from which merchandise is peddled, vended, 

sold for sale or given away.  (Added, b.400.16, 

09/10/2018) 

άaƻŘǳƭŀǊ ƘƻƳŜέ means a method of 

constructing a single family dwelling in one or 

more sections in a certified off site 

manufacturing facility. The section(s) are 

transported to a site for installation.  Modular 

homes meet the Canadian Standards Association 

(CSA).  Modular homes may be designed to be 

located on a permanent or temporary 

foundation.* 

άaƻŘǳƭŀǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀǊƪέ means a parcel 

comprehensively designed, developed, operated 

and maintained to provide sites and facilities for 

the placement and occupancy of modular homes 

on a long-term basis.* 

άModular home salesέ means a facility providing 

for the sale, lease, rental and/or service of 

modular homes.* 

άMotelέ means a building or a group of buildings 

which contains transient lodging 

accommodation units for a fee to the general 

public, whereby each unit has a separate 

exterior entrance and convenient access to on-

site parking.  Motels may include additional 

services such as, but not limited to restaurants, 

meeting rooms and recreational facilities. 

άaǳƭǘƛ-ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέ means a residential 

building containing three or more dwelling units 

separated by common walls and located either 

on a single lot or where each unit is on its own 

individual lot with each dwelling unit having a 

separate, direct entrance from the exterior. This 

definition applies to forms of housing that 

include, but is not limited to, townhouses, row 

houses, stacked rowhouses, triplexes and 

fourplexes.* (see Section 9.4)   

άMultiple housing developmentέ means two or 

more buildings containing one or more dwelling 

units located on a parcel, where all the buildings, 

structures, recreation areas, vehicular areas, 

landscaping and all other features have been 

planned as an integrated development.* (see 

Section 9.4)   

άaǳƭǘƛ-ǘŜƴŀƴǘ ƭŜŀǎŜ ōŀȅέ means a building which 

has been developed with more than one bay, 

with the intent that each bay can be a different 

use.  Parking and landscaping uses are typically 

shared.  

άMunicipal Development Planέ means a statutory 

plan adopted by Council as a municipal 

development plan pursuant to the Municipal 

Government Act. 

άMunicipal Government Actέ means the 

Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000, c. M-26, 
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as amended; and sometimes referenced as MGA 

in this document.  

άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜέ means a resource 

that has been designated at the municipal level 

through bylaw in accordance with the Historical 

Resources Act, RSA 2000, c. H-9; as amended. 

άMunicipal Planning Commissionέ means the 

formal body created to administer parts of this 

Bylaw, whose duties and functions are outlined 

here within.   

άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŜέ means land designated as 

such pursuant to the Municipal Government Act, 

R.S.A. 2000, c. M-26. 

άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅέ means the City of Lacombe. 

άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘέ means lands 

owned by the municipality and designated as 

municipal reserve, school reserve, municipal and 

school reserve, environmental reserve or public 

utility lot. 

N  

άNon-conforming buildingέ means a building or 

structure as described in the Municipal 

Government Act: 

(a) That is lawfully constructed or lawfully under 

construction at the date a land use bylaw 

affecting the building or land on which the 

building is situated becomes effective, and  

(b) That on the date the land use bylaw 

becomes effective does not, or when 

constructed will not, comply with the land 

use bylaw. 

άbƻƴ-ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǳǎŜέ means a lawful specific 

use as described in the Municipal Government 

Act as: 

(a) Being made of land or a building or intended 

to be made of a building lawfully under 

construction, at the date a land use bylaw 

affecting the land or building becomes 

effective, and   

(b) That on the date the land use bylaw 

becomes effective does not, or in the case of 

a building under construction will not, 

comply with this land use bylaw. 

O ς P  

άhŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ƻǊ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǘέ means a 

specific type of Development Permit  that refers 

to a change of use, or intensification of use or 

change of tenancy that has lapsed (to the 

discretion of the Development Authority) within 

an existing commercial or industrial building and 

may be approved by the Development 

Authority.*  

άOfficeέ means a facility established primarily for 

the purpose of providing professional, 

management, administrative, consulting, or 

financial services.* 

άhǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀέ means an outdoor area 

accessory to a principal use, the purpose of 

which is to display goods, products, materials or 

equipment intended and approved to be sold or 

rented on a site. Outdoor display areas are 

accessible by the public without access 

restrictions to view products.*  

άOutdoor storage yardέ means an accessory use 

of land that is used for the outdoor storage of 

products, goods or equipment associated with a 

principal use, where public access to the yard is 

wholly or partially restricted in some form.* 

άhǳǘƭƛƴŜ tƭŀƴέ means a non-statutory plan 

outlining development principles, patterns and 

land uses for an area.  These plans typically 

specify land use districts, density levels, road 

types and infrastructure needs for the 

development.   

άOwnerέ means the person who is registered 

under the Land Titles Act, RSA 2000, c. L-4, as 

amended, as the owner of the fee simple estate 

in the land, or in respect of any property other 

than land, the person in lawful possession of it. 
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άParcelέ means the aggregate of the one or 

more areas of land described in a certificate of 

title or described in a certificate of title by 

reference to a plan filed or registered in a land 

titles office. Where a building/structure has 

been erected on two or more lots or shown on a 

plan of subdivision that has been registered in a 

land titles office, parcel shall include all those 

lots. 

άParcel coverageέ refers to the area on a parcel 

covered by principal and accessory buildings as 

well as any attached structures consisting of 

balconies, decks, landings, verandas and 

carports, but does not include cantilevers, 

surface parking facilities, patios, fences or steps.  

άParking facilityέ means a building or an area 

providing for the parking of motor vehicles. 

 άParks and playgroundsέ means areas of public 

land known for their natural scenery and/or 

preservation for public recreation either active 

or passive. 

άtŀǊǘȅ ǿŀƭƭέ means a wall owned and jointly used 

by two (2) or more parties under legal 

agreement or by right in law, and erected at or 

upon a line separating two (2) or more 

developments each of which is, or capable, of 

being, a separate real-estate entity. 

άtŀǘƛƻέ means an at grade hard surfaced area, 

with a surface height less than 0.3m  that is 

intended for use as an outdoor amenity space. 

άPermitted useέ means a use of land, structure 

or building which is compatible with other uses 

in the district,  for which a Development Permit  

shall be issued, with or without conditions, if the 

application otherwise conforms with this Land 

Use Bylaw. 

άPersonal servicesέ means the provision of a 

service to individuals on a commercial or home 

occupation basis and includes, but is not limited 

to, such services as photographers, travel 

agencies and beauty salons. 

άtƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇέ means any public or private 

building or structure used for the collection or 

assembly of persons for worship, and related 

accessory and subordinate uses that may 

include religious study, community outreach, 

support groups, social programs and non-profit 

uses. This does not include day care facilities, 

educational facilities or most commercial 

ventures, but may include minor personal 

service businesses that are offered for a profit, 

e.g. music lessons, singing lessons, drama club, 

etc., at the discretion of the Development 

Authority. 

άPrincipal buildingέ means a building which 

accommodates a principal use.  The principal 

building should generally be the largest building 

on site. 

άtǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǳǎŜέ means the primary purpose for 

which a parcel, building, site or dwelling unit is 

used or intended to be used.   

άtǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ǳǎŜέ means a use of land or building 

which shall not be allowed within the district.   

 άtǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴέ means a portion or part of a 

building or structure that extends horizontally 

above and beyond the foundation of the 

building or structure including, but not limited 

to, decks, landings, verandas, unenclosed steps, 

cantilevered windows, cantilevered living space, 

fireplace chases, or eaves.* 

άtǳōƭƛŎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜs and 

ȅŀǊŘǎέ means a facility used by a municipality, 

school division or other government department 

for the storage of materials used in fulfilling its 

various functions and the storage and repair of 

its equipment. 

άtǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜέ means a place which is open to 

the public or to which access to the public is 

provided. 

άPublic utilityέ means a system or works used to 

provide one or more of the following for public 

consumption, benefit, convenience or use: 
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(a) water or stream; 

(b) sewage disposal; 

(c) public transportation operated by or on 

behalf of the municipality; 

(d) irrigation; 

(e) drainage; 

(f) fuel; 

(g) electric power; 

(h) heat; 

(i) waste management; 

(j) telecommunications; 

and includes the service, product or commodity 

that is provided for public consumption, benefit, 

convenience or use. 

άtǳblic utility lƻǘέ means land designated as such 

pursuant to the Municipal Government Act and 

intended to contain infrastructure and operation 

in support of the provision of public utility 

services. 

άPublic utility buildingέ means a building or 

structure in which the proprietor of a public 

utility maintains or houses equipment used in 

connection with the public utility; or for the 

service or commodity supplied by any of those 

systems; and where an office may be provided 

as an accessory use.   

Q - R 

άwŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǳǎŜǎέ means a use of land or a building 

directly related to the building or operation of a 

railroad system. 

"Rear yard" means a yard extending across the 

full width of a parcel situated between the rear 

boundary of the parcel and the rear wall(s) of 

the principal building situated on the parcel [see 

ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άȅŀǊŘέϐΦ 

άwŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜέ means a storage 

yard or compound for the seasonal storage of 

recreational equipment, recreational vehicles, 

watercraft, trailers and all-terrain vehicles. 

άRecreation vehicle sales and serviceέ means a 

facility providing for the sale, rental, lease or 

service of recreation motor homes, travel 

trailers and similar portable units designed for 

travel.  

άwŜŎȅŎƭŜ ŘŜǇƻǘέ means a development for 

collecting, sorting, and temporarily storing 

recyclable materials such as bottles, cans, paper, 

boxes and small household goods, but does not 

include a salvage recycling operation.  

άwŜ-ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ means to change the land use 

district applied to a parcel. 

 άwŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴέ means the improvement, 

maintenance, or alteration of any building or 

structure.   

 άwŜǇŀƛǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ς (with or without outdoor 

storage yard) means a development where 

broken, damaged, or failed devices, equipment, 

parts, or goods are restored to an acceptable 

operating or usable condition or state. This does 

not include a service station or autobody and 

paint shop.   Repair facility includes an outdoor 

storage yard only where an outdoor storage 

yard is listed with the use in the district.     

άwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ means the use of land, buildings or 

structures primarily for human habitation.  

άRestaurantέ means an establishment for the 

preparation or sale of food for consumption on 

the premises and may include takeout food 

service and entertainment, excluding adult 

entertainment, as accessory uses.  A restaurant 

Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ά/ƭŀǎǎ !έ 

liquor licence has been issued and minors are 

not prohibited by the terms of the licence.  

Drinking establishments, cannabis lounges and 

drive-through restaurants are separate uses.  
(Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

άRetail salesέ means a development for the 

rental or retail sale of groceries, beverages, 

household goods, furniture and appliances, 

hardware, clothes, printed matter, 
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confectionery, tobacco, pharmaceutical and 

personal care items, automotive parts and 

accessories, office equipment, stationery and 

similar goods within a building or structure and 

may include supplementary services such as 

postal service, film processing and the repair of 

anything sold or rented by the retail store.  An 

outdoor storage yard may be included only 

where outdoor storage yard is listed as a use in 

the district.  This definition does not include 

Cannabis Retail Sales.  (Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

(Amended, b.400.17, 09/24/2018) 

άRoadέ means land: 

(a) Shown as a road on a plan of survey that has 

been filed or registered in a Land Titles 

Office, or 

(b) Used as a public road and includes a bridge 

forming part of a public road and any 

structure incidental to a public road, but 

does not include a highway.    

S 

άSalvage recycling operationέ means land and 

structures that are used for the storage and 

dismantling of old or derelict vehicles and scrap 

material for the purpose of recycling their 

components.* 

άScreenέ means a fence, berm, hedge, sculpture, 

wall or structure used to separate or shield from 

view areas or functions which detract from the 

appearance of the street scene and/or the view 

from the surrounding areas.* 

άSecondary suiteέ means a separate, 

subordinate and self-contained dwelling unit 

with a cooking facility, located within a principal 

dwelling.  A suite shall contain a separate 

entrance from the principal dwelling.*  

ά{ŜƭŦ-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜέ means one or more 

buildings, storage rooms, or lockers provided on 

site for the purpose of renting space for the 

indoor storage of goods. 

 άSemi-detached dwellingέ means a dwelling unit 

joined side-by-side to another dwelling unit 

sharing one common fire-rated wall, with each 

dwelling unit having at least one separate 

entrance.*  

ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ means a development primarily 

used for servicing or repairing motor vehicles, 

and may include the sale of fuels and lubricating 

oils and other fluids and accessories for motor 

vehicles, but does not include an auto-body or 

painting shop, car sales lot or a vehicle washing 

establishment.  

ά{Ŝŀ Ŏŀƴέ see shipping container. 

άSet backέ means the minimum distance a 

building or structure can be located from a 

property boundary, public roadway, natural 

environmental feature or any other feature, as 

outlined in this Bylaw.*  

ά{ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊέ (Sea Can) means a steel 

storage container designed to be used for sea, 

rail or intermodal shipping and which is used 

strictly for the storage of materials associated 

with the principal use of the parcel. Shipping 

containers are not temporary buildings.  

Shipping containers shall not be used for the 

storage of dangerous goods. Where a shipping 

container is proposed to be a building or 

structure not intended for storage, the 

regulations for the applicable intended land use 

district will apply.   A shipping container is not a 

rail box car.* (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

άSide yardέ means a yard extending from the 

front yard to the rear yard between the side 

boundary of the parcel to the wall of principal 

building thereon [see sketch under definition for 

άȅŀǊŘέϐΦ 

άSight triangleέ means an area at the 

intersection of roads, other than lanes, or roads 

and railways in which all structures, fences or 

other means of enclosure, vegetation and 

finished ground elevations shall be no more than 

1m in height above the average elevation of the 
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carriageways, in order that vehicle operators 

may see approaching vehicles and pedestrians in 

time to avoid collision.    

άSignέ means any word, letter, model, placard, 

board, notice, device or representation, whether 

illuminated or not, and ƛǘΩǎ supporting structure, 

in the nature of and employed wholly or in part 

for the purposes of advertisement, 

announcement or direction.  Vehicles placed on 

a parcel strictly for the purpose of advertising 

are prohibited.  Specific sign types are defined in 

Part 7.* 

άSoft landscapingέ means the use of vegetative 

material as part of a landscaped area and may 

include grass, trees, shrubs, ornamental 

plantings and associated earthworks.* 

ά{ƻƭŀǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ means 

infrastructure designed to convert solar 

radiation into electrical or thermal energy.  

Where structures are required to support the 

infrastructure, the structures may require a 

permit.*    

άStaff residenceέ means dwelling units which are 

an accessory use to the operation of an 

educational facility and are used to 

accommodate staff employed by the institution.  

άStatutory planέ means a Municipal 

Development Plan, Intermunicipal Development 

Plan, Area Structure Plan or Area 

Redevelopment Plan adopted by a bylaw of the 

municipality, or any one or more of them. 

ά{ǘŜŜǇƭŜέ means a tall tower on a building, 

topped by a spire and often incorporates a 

belfry and other components.  

 άStreetέ means that portion of a public roadway 

which provides for vehicular traffic, which is 

registered in a land titles office for that use, and 

does not include a lane or walkway. 

ά{ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ means anything constructed or 

erected, the use of which requires location on 

the ground or attachment to something located 

on the ground, but does not include pavements, 

curbs, walks or open air surfaced areas. 

άStructural alterationsέ means altering the 

principal building components in a manner 

which affects structural integrity.  

άStudent dormitoriesέ means a building 

containing one or more accommodation units 

for students enrolled at an educational facility, 

which may contain shared kitchen facilities.  

ά{ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέ means the creation or separation 

of newly titled parcels of land from an existing 

parcel of land. 

άSubdivision and Development Appeal Boardέ 

means the board established by Council 

ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳbdivision and 

Development Authorities Bylaw, as amended. 

άSubdivision and Development Regulationέ 

means the Subdivision and Development 

Regulation (AR 43/2002), as updated, amended 

or replaced.  

 ά{ǳƛǘŜέ means a subordinate dwelling unit 

located on the same parcel as a principal 

dwelling unit.  A suite is either a garden suite or 

a secondary suite.   

T 

ά¢ŀƴŘŜƳ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎέ means two parking spaces, 

one behind the other, with one point of access 

to the manoeuvring aisle. 

ά¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴέ means the 

provision of sleeping facilities which are meant 

to provide limited duration of stay and not 

become permanent.   

άTemporary buildingέ means a building without a 

permanent foundation or footing and which is 

removed when the Development Permit  for 

such building has expired.  A temporary building 

may include soft-sided or fabric covered 

structures, where listed as a use in the District.* 
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ά¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ means a building or part of a 

building used as part of the operation of an 

airport to receive and direct aircraft for the safe 

and efficient transportation of goods and 

persons. 

άTheatre and entertainment servicesέ means a 

building or part of a building used for the 

commercial showing of films on indoor screens, 

the presentation of live entertainment, such a 

live theatre, musical concerts and dance 

performances, but does not include an adult 

entertainment establishment.  

 ά¢ƛƴȅκŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ means a type of dwelling 

unit, typically less than 50m2 which meets 

Alberta Building Code requirements. 

Tiny/cottage houses shall be connected to city 

services.    

ά¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ LƳǇŀŎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘέ means a study 

which assesses the vehicular and/or pedestrian 

traffic and safety implications related to a 

specific development.  (Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

ά¢ǊŜŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊέ means the vertical stem at the top 

of a tree trunk.   

ά¢ǊǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘέ means the use of land, 

buildings or structures for the purpose of 

storing, servicing, repairing or loading trucks, 

transport trailers and/or buses. 

ά¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊέ means the use of a semi trailer for the 

purpose of storage on a parcel, where the trailer 

is not licensed and readily able to be moved.  A 

trailer is a prohibited use within the City. 

U 

άUseέ means a building or an area of land and 

the function and activities therein or thereon. 

V - Z 

ά±ŀǊƛŀƴŎŜέ means relaxation of regulations 

stated in this bylaw that may be provided as part 

of a Development Permit  approval to 

accommodate a development. A variance is 

expressed as a percentage and shall be 

calculated as follows for the purposes of this 

bylaw: 

Variance (%) = [(Required regulation ς proposed 

regulation)/(Required regulation)] x 100 

Example:  

Required setback: 7.5m 

Proposed setback: 4.7m 

Variance = [(7.5ς 4.7)/ (7.5)] x 100 

Variance = 37.3% or 38% 

All variances shall be rounded up to the next 

whole number.   

ά±ŜǊŀƴŘŀƘέ means a deck with a roof along the 

outside of a building which is sometimes 

partially enclosed.  A verandah may also be 

referred to as a covered deck.   

 άVeterinary clinicέ means a facility for the 

medical care and treatment of animals, and 

includes provision for their overnight 

accommodation but does not include kennels, 

outdoor pens, runs or enclosures. 

άVeterinary hospitalέ means a facility for the 

medical care and treatment of animals and 

includes provision for their accommodation and 

confinement in outdoor pens, runs and 

enclosures. 

ά±ƛŜǿ Corridorέ means the line of sight 

(identified as to height, width, and distance) of 

an observer looking toward an object of 

significance to the community (e.g. ridgeline, 

river, historic building, etc.). (Added, b.400.02, 

04/24/2017) 

ά²ŀƭƪǿŀȅέ means an area provided for on-site 

pedestrian passage.   

ά²ŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘέ means a 

wastewater collection system as defined in the 

Wastewater and Storm Drainage Regulations (AR 

119/93); as amended.  
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άWarehousingέ means a facility for the indoor 

storage of goods and merchandise, excluding 

dangerous or hazardous materials, derelict 

vehicles thereof, or any waste material, and may 

include offices related to the administration of 

the warehouse facility, a showroom and/or the 

retail sale of goods stored in the warehouse as 

accessory uses.  This does not include self 

service storage or Cannabis Production & 

Distribution.  (Amended, b.400.16, 09/10/2018) 

ά²ƛƴŘ ǘǳǊōƛƴŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊέ means a structure 

designed to convert wind energy into 

mechanical or electrical energy.*  

άYardέ means an open space located on the 

same site as a building and which is unoccupied 

and unobstructed from the ground upward. A 

yard typically is divided into front, side and rear 

yards.  See sketch below.   

 

άZoningέ means land use zoning, or district, 

established under this Bylaw.  
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Part - 3 THE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

3.1 Development and Subdivision Authority 

3.1.1 The Development Authority is established in accordance with Section 624 of the Municipal Government Act and 

ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻpment Authorities Bylaw, as amended. 
 

3.1.2 The Subdivision Authority is established in accordance with Section 623 of the Municipal Government Act and the 

/ƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻpment Authorities Bylaw, as amended. 

 

3.2 The Development Officer 

3.2.1 The Development Officer shall be considered a Development Authority of the City of Lacombe pursuant to the 

Subdivision and Development Authorities Bylaw, as amended upon designation by the Chief Administrative Officer. 
 

3.2.2 The Development Officer shall perform such duties that are specified in this Land Use Bylaw, including but not 

limited to: 

a) keeping and maintaining for inspection of the public, during all reasonable hours, a copy of this Land Use Bylaw 

and all amendments; 

b) keeping a register of all applications for development, including the decisions and the reasons; 

c) receiving, ensuring the completeness of, and processing all applications for Development Permits and applications 

to amend this Land Use Bylaw; 

d) issuing decisions and stating terms and conditions for permitted and discretionary use Development Permit  

applications, taking into consideration the provisions of this bylaw and any additional Overlay District provisions as 

specified in Part 14; 

e) referring any application to an adjacent municipality or any other agency or person which in their opinion may 

provide relevant comments or advice respecting the application; 

f) referring for decision all Development Permit  applications listed under clause 3.3.3 to the Municipal Planning 

Commission; 

g) referring for decision all Development Permit  applications within a Direct Control District to Council,  unless 

otherwise noted in the applicable district; (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

h) issuing orders, where appointed, with regard to contravention of the Municipal Government Act, and enforcing 

regulations, bylaws, or permit conditions; 

i) signing and issuing all valid Development Permits, Certificates of Compliance, Notice of Decisions, and Notices; 

j) collecting fees as prescribed by resolution of Council 

 

3.2.3 The Development Officer shall be authorized to consider and decide upon:  

a) development applications for permitted use developments requiring a variance of less than or equal to 15%; 
(Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020)  

b) occupancy permits for permitted and discretionary uses within an established building in a commercial, industrial, 

public or other District which conform to the requirements of the Land Use Bylaw, the Municipal Government Act 

and the Subdivision and Development Regulation and statutory plans;  

c) Development Permit  applications for Class 2 signs requiring a variance of less than or equal to 15%; and (Amended, 

b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

d) Development Permit  applications which require variances as outlined in Section 4.8; 

e) development applications (permitted and discretionary) for Development Permits within the Flood Hazard Area 

Regulations Overlay (Section 14.6).  For permits requiring a variance greater than 15% (other than Development 

Officer Variances outlined in sections 4.8.1 - 4.8.6), the use is to be considered by the Development Officer, while 
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the variance is to be considered by the Municipal Planning Commission.; (Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017; Amended, b.400.24, 

03/09/2020)) 

f) Development Permit  applications, including variances over 15%, discretionary uses, etc., where the application 

has been referred to adjacent landowners, and where no concerns or objections have been received.  The 

Development Officer may choose to refer any of these applications to the Municipal Planning Commission for 

consideration. (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

3.2.4 The Development Officer may refer any application to the Municipal Planning Commission (see Section 3.3).   

 

3.3 The Municipal Planning Commission 

3.3.1 The Municipal Planning Commission is authorized to act as the Development Authority in those matters prescribed 

ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ .ȅƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳent Authorities Bylaw, as amended. 
 

3.3.2 The Municipal Planning Commission: 

a) ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƛǘǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ .ȅƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

Development Authorities Bylaw, as amended; 

b) shall consider and if necessary state terms and conditions on any planning or development matter referred by the 

Development Officer or Administration; 

c) may direct the Development Officer or Administration to review, research, or make recommendations on any 

other planning and development matter; and  

d) make recommendations to Council on planning and development matters. 

 

3.3.3 Unless otherwise stated in Section 4.8 and Section 3.2.3, the Municipal Planning Commission shall be authorized to 

consider and decide upon: 

a) development applications requiring a variance of greater than 15%; (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

b) development applications for discretionary uses within all districts excepting the applications provided for under 

3.2.3 and Section 3.4; (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

c) development applications for Class 3 signs and for Class 2 signs requiring a variance greater than 15%; (Amended, 

b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

d) development applications subject to the provisions of the Historic District Area Overlay (Section 14.5), the Place of 

Worship Overlay (Section 14.7), and variances greater than 15% in the Flood Hazard Area Regulations District 

Overlay (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

e) any other application which the Development Officer, under Section 3.2.4, refers to the Commission; and 

f) subdivision applications that are not located within the boundary of an Area Structure Plan or an Area 

Redevelopment Plan. 

 

3.4 City Council 

3.4.1 Subject to Section 641 of the Municipal Government Act Council shall decide on Development Permit applications 

in a direct control district. 

 

3.5 Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 

3.5.1 The Subdivision and Development Appeal Board shall be as established and appointed pursuant to the Subdivision 

and Development Authorities Bylaw, as amended. 

3.5.2 The Subdivision and Development Appeal Board shall hold hearings and undertake such actions as are necessary to 

fulfill the powers and duties as set out in the Subdivision and Development Authorities Bylaw, as amended, and 

Part 4 of this Land Use Bylaw. 
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Part - 4 DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND SUBDIVISION CONSIDERATIONS 

 

4.1 Purpose and Requirement for Development Permits 

4.1.1 Development Permits are required to ensure that all development in the City of Lacombe is undertaken in an 

orderly manner in accordance with the Land Use Bylaw and the Municipal Government Act.  Except as outlined in 

Section 4.3 and clause 4.10.2, no development shall commence within the City of Lacombe unless a Development 

Permit  has first been issued pursuant to this Bylaw. 
 

4.1.2 Applications for all Development Permits shall be made to the Development Authority.  

 

4.2 Development Permits 

4.2.1 Development Permits shall be issued in accordance with the requirements of this Bylaw, except as outlined in 

clause 4.5.6. (Amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

 

4.2.2 The Development Authority for each Development Permit  application shall be in accordance with Part 3.  
 

4.2.3 Within 20 days of the receipt of a Development Permit  application, the Development Authority must determine 

whether the application is complete.  (Added, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 

a) An application is complete if, in the opinion of the development authority, the application contains the documents 

and other information necessary to review the application. 

b) The time referred to in clause 4.2.3 may be extended by a written agreement between the applicant and the 

development authority. 

c) If the Development Authority does not make a determination of completeness within the time referred to in 

clauses 4.2.3 and 2.2.3(b), the application is deemed to be complete. 

d) If the Development Authority determines that the application is complete, the Development Authority must inform 

the applicant that the application is complete.  This is to be prepared in the form and manner provided for in the 

land use bylaw. 

e) If the Development Authority determines that the application is incomplete, the Development Authority must 

inform the applicant that the application is incomplete and that any outstanding documents and information 

referred to in the notice must be submitted by a date set out in the notice or a later date agreed on between the 

applicant and the development authority in order for the application to be considered complete.  This notice is to 

be prepared in the form and manner provided for in the land use bylaw. 

f) If the Development Authority determines that the information and documents submitted under subsection 4.2.3(e) 

are complete, the Development Authority must inform the applicant that the application is complete.  This is to be 

prepared in the form and manner provided for in the land use bylaw. 

g) If the applicant fails to submit all the outstanding information and documents on or before the date referred to in 

clause 4.2.3(e), the application is deemed to be refused, and the Development Authority must inform the applicant 

that the application is refused and provide a reason for the refusal.  This is to be prepared in the form and manner 

provided for in the land use bylaw. 

h) Despite that the Development Authority has issued an acknowledgment under clauses 4.2.3(d) or 4.2.3(f), in the 

course of reviewing the application, the Development Authority may request additional information or 

documentation from the applicant that the Development Authority considers necessary to review the application. 

i) If the Development Authority refuses the application for a Development Permit , the Development Authority must 

inform the applicant that the application is refused and provide a reason for the refusal.  This is to be prepared in 

the form and manner provided for in the land use bylaw. 
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4.3 Development Not Requiring a Development Permit  

4.3.1 A Development Permit  is not required for the following developments provided the proposed development 

complies with all the applicable regulations of this bylaw.  This does not preclude the need for any other applicable 

permits (e.g. building, electrical, etc). Where a development does not meet the requirements of this Bylaw, the 

development shall be processed as an application for a discretionary use within the District in which the 

development is located.  

a) The carrying out of works of improvement, maintenance or renovation to any building provided that such works do 

not include structural alterations or additions unless an exterior renovation as described in clause 14.4.1; 

b) The completion of any development which has lawfully commenced before the passage of this Land Use Bylaw and 

any amendments thereof, provided that the development is completed in accordance with the terms of any permit 

granted in respect of it, and provided that it is completed within twelve (12) months of the date of commencement 

or as stated in an approval; 

c) Agricultural operations existing at the date of passage of this Bylaw; 

d) The development of public parks and playgrounds and any associated parking requirements; 

e) The erection, construction or maintenance of gates, fences, walls and other means of enclosure less than or equal 

to 1m in height in front yards and 1.83m in height in any side or rear yard ; (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

f) Accessory buildings on a residential parcel, provided the building does not exceed 10m2 in floor area and 2.5m in 

height and provided that all setbacks and parcel coverage requirements are observed; 

g) Construction of decks provided that all setbacks, height and parcel coverage requirements are compliant; (amended, 

b. 400.23, 07/8/2019) 

h) Construction of pools and hot tubs provided that all setbacks for accessory (residential) buildings are compliant; 
(Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

i) Landscaping where the existing grade and natural surface drainage pattern is not materially altered, except where 

the landscaping works forms part of a development for which a Development Permit  has been issued; 

j) A temporary building allowed for the duration of the building permit and for the purposes of storage for 30 days 

meaning, more specifically, a temporary building, the purpose of which supports the carrying out of a development 

for which a permit has been issued, for the duration of time needed to complete the work approved in the permit 

or a temporary building used for the purposes of storage up to a maximum of 30 consecutive days or up to 60 days 

if an additional 30 days has been approved bȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ /!hΤ (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

k) Location of temporary fences erected as part of an approved development for the purpose of containing a 

construction site and its activities; 

l) The temporary use of a building or part thereof for election or census purposes; 

m) Temporary sales on a parcel located within a commercial land use district where a principal building is established. 

This includes, but is not limited to food sales, Christmas tree and flower sales and windshield repairs. A temporary 

building (which is less than 2.5m in height and 10m2 in floor area) may be placed on site for up to sixty (60) days to 

support the temporary sales;   

n) Any demolition or relocation of an accessory building less than 23.22m2;  

o) A flag attached to an upright pole; 

p) Satellite receivers less than 1m in diameter, subject to the provisions of Section 8.20; 

q) Solar energy and geothermal energy infrastructure, not including any required buildings, subject to the provisions 

of Section 8.3.1 and 8.3.2; 

r) The installation, maintenance or repair of utilities; 

s) Clock towers, monuments, heritage plaques, art installations or other similar aesthetic enhancements; this does 

not include a painted wall mural. 

t) Containers which are designed to be temporary moving containers, located on areas of land designated for 

parking, for a period to exceed no more than four (4) months.  These do not include shipping containers.  Where it 

is determined by the Development Authority that there is a concern with sight lines or nuisance, these shall be 

removed by order of the Development Authority; 

u) Any sign which is listed in Section 7.3 Signs Not Requiring a Development Permit; 
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v) Development specified in s. 618 of the Municipal Government Act, which includes: 

i a highway or public roadway; 

ii a well or battery within the meaning of the Oil and Gas Conservation Act; 

iii a pipeline or an installation or structure incidental to the operation of a pipeline. 

 

4.4 Non-Conforming Buildings and Uses 

4.4.1 Developments which are considered to be a non-conforming building or use shall be dealt with as provided for 

under the Municipal Government Act and clause 4.8 of this Bylaw. 

 

4.5 Applying for a Development Permit   

4.5.1 An application for a Development Permit  shall be made to the Development Authority in writing on the prescribed 

form and should be accompanied by the following documents, to the discretion of the Development Authority: 

a) a site plan, drawn to scale, that includes the following: 

i north arrow and scale of plan; 

ii legal description of property; 

iii site area, site coverage calculations, number of storeys, height in metres according to the definition in this 

Bylaw for all buildings and structures (existing and proposed); 

iv property lines, shown with dimensions; 

v existing and proposed front, side and rear yards shown with dimensions; 

vi location and size of all existing and proposed buildings and structures, and dimensions to the property 

lines; 

vii location of all registered utility easements and rights-of-way; 

viii proposed improvements to all portions of the site including loading facilities, parking, fences, retaining 

walls, hard surfaced  areas, storage yards, garbage facilities and screening; 

ix site parking layout, with dimensions, including existing and proposed onsite parking and loading areas, 

access and egress points, and abutting roads; 

x identification of abutting roads, highways and rights of ways, and any existing or future access to the 

proposed development; 

xi location of any abandoned, suspended or active oil, gas or water wells; and 

xii location of any existing or abandoned private septic systems. 

b) copies (number to be determined by the Development Authority) of floor plans, drawn to scale, including the 

proposed use of the building(s)/structure(s) or addition, total floor space and dimensions of the 

building(s)/structure(s), and where required, the allocation of floor space for different uses for parking 

calculations; 

c) copies (number to be determined by the Development Authority) of elevations, drawn to scale, showing all sides of 

the building/structure and indicating building/structure height, exterior finishing materials and colours: 

i Coloured renderings shall be required for all development within 14.4.8 Auto Oriented Downtown 

Gateway District, 14.4.9 Business Industrial District, 14.4.13 Old Town Main Street District: Mixed Use 

District, 14.4.15 Pedestrian-Oriented Downtown Gateway District and may be required for other 

developments.  The renderings shall accurately depict colours and finishing for exterior works and shall 

be to the satisfaction of the Development Authority. (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

d) a copy of the Certificate of Title for the subject lands dated from within thirty (30) days of the application date, 

copies of any caveats or restrictive covenants registered by the City, and any other documents satisfactory to the 

Development Authority to verify that the applicant has a legal interest in the land; 

e) signature of all landowners.  In instances where the applicant is not the landowner, proof of authority to apply for 

a Development Permit  will be required; 

f) a site grading plan, showing existing and proposed grades and slopes; 

g) a landscaping plan along with the estimated cost of the landscaping project submitted by a qualified professional; 
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h) a hard surfacing plan along with the estimated cost for the hard surfacing project submitted by a qualified 

professional; 

i) confirmation of coverage under any legislated programs or licenses (e.g. a New Home Warranty Program), if 

applicable; 

j) all sign locations and designs. For sign application requirements refer to Part 7; 

k) the estimated completion date of the project; 

l) a non-refundable fee, the amount to be determined from time to time by resolution of Council. 

4.5.2 In addition to the above requirements, the Development Officer may also require: 

a) detailed studies regarding the potential impact and approach to dealing with traffic (e.g. traffic impact 

assessments or accommodation strategies), pedestrians (e.g. pedestrian accommodation strategies), parking, 

utilities, and storm drainage prepared by a qualified engineer; 

b) a Visual Impact Assessment prepared by a qualified professional that assesses the impact of new development on 

view corridors and provides mitigation steps; 

c) a geotechnical study prepared by a qualified engineer, if in the opinion of the Development Authority, the site is 

potentially hazardous or unstable; 

d) an Environmental Impact Assessment prepared by a qualified professional if the proposed development may, in 

the opinion of the Development Authority, result in potentially significant environmental effects; 

e) electronic copy of the plans and reports submitted in a digital format determined by the Development Authority; 

f) a fire safety plan, identifying the actions that will be taken during construction by the applicant, contractor and or 

occupants of the building in the event of a fire or similar emergency situation, as approved by the Development 

Authority; 

g) an on-site storm water management plan, to the satisfaction of the Development Authority; 

h) any other information or plans that the Development Officer or the Municipal Planning Commission may consider 

necessary to properly evaluate the proposed development. 

4.5.3 (Deleted, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 
 

4.5.4 Notwithstanding the provisions in clause 4.5.1 and 4.5.2, the Development Officer may waive the requirement to 

submit any of the material required to accompany a Development Permit application if the information is not 

required to consider and decide on the application. 
 

4.5.5 (Deleted, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 

4.5.6 When a permit application is submitted for a property with an existing building or development, the following may 

be applicable:  (Added, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

a) Where an occupancy permit application has been applied for within an existing building that was developed and 

completed in accordance with the requirements of the Land Use Bylaw and the required conditions, no additional 

site development conditions will be required. 

b) Where an occupancy permit application has been applied for within an existing building that was not developed 

and completed in accordance with the requirements of the Land Use Bylaw and the applicable conditions, existing 

and additional site development conditions may be required. 

c) When a Development Permit  has been applied for an addition to an existing building or a new building is proposed 

for an existing site, all site development conditions as outlined in the current Land Use Bylaw shall be in effect.  

This provision will not affect additions or new buildings that are less than 5% in size of the existing building or less 

than 46.45m² in area.    

   

4.6  Development Permit Application Referrals  

4.6.1 The Development Officer may refer an application for a Development Permit to any internal department, external 

agency, or adjacent municipality for comments or advice. 
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4.6.2 The Development Authority should ensure that Development Permit applications for the following are circulated 

for ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΥ 

a) all new build residential development excepting single detached, semi-detached or duplex dwelling units; and 

b) all new build principal buildings in all other districts. 
 

4.6.3 The Development Officer may notify any adjacent landowners that they deem may be impacted by any proposed 

development. 

a) Where a development consists of an application subject to the approval of the Municipal Planning Commission or 

City Council, the Development Officer shall notify landowners within sixty (60) metres of the subject property of an 

application for development, indicating the location and nature of the proposed development and request 

comments on the proposed development. The notification shall identify: 

i the date for comments to be received; 

ii the date, time, and location where a decision will be made; 

iii where the notice of decision will be posted (as per Section 4.9); and 

iv where a copy of the decision can be viewed.  

 

4.6.4 The Development Authority will have due regard to all comments received when making a decision on the 

applications.  If no response has been received by the date noted on the referral, the application will be dealt with 

by the Development Authority as if there were no objections to the development. 
 

4.6.5 The Development Authority shall refer all applications and subdivision for development which would result in 

permanent overnight accommodation, including dwellings, or public facilities to the Alberta Energy and Utilities 

Board if any of the land is within 1.5km of a sour gas facility and the proposed development is not, in the opinion 

of the Development Authority, an infill development. 

 

4.7 Decision Process and Conditions for Development Permits 

4.7.1 In making decisions on a Development Permit application for a permitted use, the Development Authority: 

a) shall approve, with or without conditions, the application if the proposed development conforms with this Bylaw, 

the Municipal Government Act, the Subdivision and Development Regulation, any statutory plans, and any other 

plan adopted by Council; or 

b) should refuse the application if the proposed development does not conform to this Bylaw, giving reasons for such 

refusal; or 

c) may approve the application subject to conditions to ensure that the application conforms to the requirements of 

the Land Use Bylaw, the Municipal Government Act, the Subdivision and Development Regulation, any statutory 

plans, and any other plan adopted by Council. 

 

4.7.2 In making a decision on a Development Permit application for a discretionary use, the Development Authority may: 

a) approve, with or without conditions, the application if the proposed development conforms with this Bylaw, the 

Municipal Government Act, the Subdivision and Development Regulation, any statutory plans, or any other plan 

adopted by Council; or 

b) refuse an application giving reasons for its refusal. 

4.7.3 The Development Authority may approve an application for a Development Permit or subdivision, even though the 

proposed development does not comply with this Land Use Bylaw or is a non-conforming building, if in the opinion 

of the Development Authority: 

a) the proposed development or subdivision would not: 

i unduly interfere with the amenities of the neighbourhood; and 

ii materially interfere with or affect the use, enjoyment or value of neighbouring parcels of land; 

b) the proposed development or use of land conforms to the use prescribed for the subject parcel in this Bylaw. 
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4.7.4 A decision of the Development Authority on an application for a Development Permit must be in writing, and a 

copy of the decision, together with a written notice specifying the date on which the decision was made, must be 

given or sent to the applicant on the same day the decision is made.  A decision of approval must contain any 

conditions deemed necessary to ensure that the development complies with the Municipal Government Act, this 

Bylaw, and any statutory plans, or in the case of a refusal, must specify reasons for refusal.  (Amended, b.400.18, 

11/26/2018) 

4.7.5 Where Council is the Development Authority in a Direct Control District, it may approve, with or without 

conditions, or refuse, an application for a Development Permit.  Where an application is refused, the reasons for 

refusal shall be provided. 
 

4.7.6 City Council's decision upon an application for a Development Permit in a Direct Control District shall be final and 

binding on all parties. 
 

4.7.7 A Development Authority must make a decision on the application for a Development Permit within 40 days after 

receipt by the applicant of an acknowledgment of completeness issued in accordance with part 4.2.3.  This time 

period may be extended by an agreement in writing between the applicant and the Development Authority 
(Amended, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 

 

4.7.8 When an application for a Development Permit, has been refused by the Development Authority, another 

application for the same or substantially the same development shall not be considered by the Development 

Authority within six (6) months of the date of the final decision unless the application is for a permitted use with 

no variances or a discretionary use with no variances.  It is to the discretion of the Development Authority to 

determine whether an application is considered to be the same or substantially the same. 
 

4.7.9 In making a decision on a permitted or discretionary use, the Development Authority may impose conditions it 

considers appropriate, either on a permanent basis or for a limited time period, in order to approve a 

Development Permit application. 
 

4.7.10 The Development Authority may impose any conditions it deems appropriate to ensure compatibility with the 

amenities of the neighbourhood and the use, enjoyment and value of neighbouring parcels of land, including but 

not limited to the following:   

a) limiting the time of operation including hours of the day, days of the week, and parts of the year; 

b) limiting the number of patrons; 

c) requiring attenuation or mitigation of noise, odour, or any other nuisances that may be generated by the proposed 

development; 

d) regarding the size, location, character, and appearance of buildings or structures; 

e) regarding site grading, landscaping, natural vegetation, environmental contamination and reclamation; 

f) addressing safety concerns regarding traffic, pedestrians, or protection of the site from other developments or to 

protect other developments from the site; 

g) regarding the location of the driveways, accesses and parking; 

h) requiring consolidation of parcels; 

i) establishing a period of time for which a Development Permit is valid; and 

j) the timing of the completion of any part of the proposed development. 
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4.7.11 Where this Bylaw requires a minimum standard, the Development Authority may impose a condition on a 
Development Permit for a discretionary use requiring a higher standard where it is deemed appropriate.  The 
Development Authority shall provide rationale for the condition and ensure that the condition has merit and is not 
unduly onerous.     

   

4.7.12 The Development Authority may impose conditions on a Development Permit necessary to ensure satisfactory 

arrangements for the supply of water, electric power, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, natural gas, cable, vehicular or 

pedestrian access and circulation, garbage containers, parking, loading, landscaping or drainage, or any of them, 

including payment of the costs of installation or construction of any such utility or facility by the applicant. 
 

4.7.13 The Development Authority may impose a condition of Development Permit that requires the applicant to provide 

to the municipality an irrevocable letter of credit or another form of security to the satisfaction of the 

Development Authority, a value equal to 100% of the estimated costs of the proposed landscaping, to ensure that 

the required landscaping is carried out with reasonable diligence.  Landscaping securities shall be collected in 

accordance with clause 8.13.10.  
 

4.7.14 The Development Authority may impose a condition on a Development Permit that requires the applicant to 

provide to the municipality an irrevocable letter of credit or another form of security to the satisfaction of the 

Development Authority, a value equal to 50% of the estimated costs of the proposed hard surfacing, to ensure that 

the required hard surfacing is carried out with reasonable diligence.  Hard surfacing securities shall be collected in 

accordance with clause 8.18.18. 
 

4.7.15 As a condition of development approval, the Development Authority may require the developer to enter into a 

development agreement with the municipality, to do any or all of the following: 

a) to construct or pay for the construction or upgrading of: 

i any roads or bike pathways required to give access to the development; 

ii a pedestrian walkway system to serve the development or to provide pedestrian access to adjacent 

developments, or both; 

iii off-street or other parking and bicycle parking facilities; and 

iv loading and unloading facilities. 

b) to install or pay for the installation of any public utilities, other than telecommunications systems or works, that 

are necessary to serve the development; 

c) to repair or reinstate, or to pay for the repair or reinstatement of any items which may be damaged, destroyed or 

otherwise harmed by development or building operations, including but not limited to street furniture, curbing, 

sidewalk, bicycle infrastructure, boulevard landscaping and tree planting;  

d) to carry out landscaping of the site which may include the retention and/or planting of trees, noise attenuation 

fencing, the construction of an earth berm or other form of screening;  

e) to pay an off-site levy or redevelopment levy; 

f) to provide an irrevocable letter of credit, or other form of security in such sum specified, as the Development 

Authority deems appropriate to ensure compliance with the terms of the agreement and the conditions of the 

Development Permit; and 

g) such other works or other matters the Development Authority considers necessary or advisable having regard to 

the nature of the proposed development. 

4.7.16 The applicant may be required to pay to the City the costs incurred by them, by any engineer, or other person for 

materials testing, inspections, monitoring of construction and review of construction drawings, and legal costs and 

expenses to which the City is put in connection with the Development Agreement and the Agreement relates. 
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Figure 4.1  Setback Variances in respect of corner 

cut parcels (Refer to 4.8.2) 

 

4.7.17 To ensure compliance with a development agreement, the City may register a caveat pursuant to the provisions of 

the Land Titles Act and the Municipal Government Act against the Certificate of Title for the property being 

developed.  This caveat shall be discharged once the agreement conditions have been met.  
 

4.7.18 The developer shall be responsible for all costs associated with the preparation of a development agreement, as 

well as the costs associated with registering the caveat at Land Titles and discharging the caveat when all 

conditions have been met. 

 

4.8 Granting Variances     

Development Officer Variances 

4.8.1 The Development Officer may grant a variance:  

a) of up to fifteen percent (15%) from the requirements of this Bylaw, subject to clause 4.7.3 and being satisfied that 

the variance will not result in a development that does not comply with the requirements of the Municipal 

Government Act, the Subdivision and Development Regulation, the Safety Codes Act, as amended, or any 

applicable Statutory Plans or Outline Plans adopted by the Municipality;   

b) over fifteen percent (15%) from the requirements of this Bylaw, subject to clause 3.2.3 f). (Amended, b.400.24, 

03/09/2020) 

 

4.8.2 The Development Officer may grant a setback 

variance that is greater than 15% (Amended, 

b.400.24, 03/09/2020) from the requirements of 

the Bylaw when a parcel corner is angled to 

accommodate sight lines, subject to: 

a) ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΤ  

b) the setback is ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΩ ƻǊ ΨƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǉǳŀǊŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

District; and 

c) being satisfied that the variance will not 

result in a development that does not comply 

with the requirements of the Municipal 

Government Act, the Subdivision and 

Development Regulation, the Safety Codes 

Act, as amended, or any applicable statutory 

plans or Outline Plans adopted by the 

municipality. 
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Figure 4.2 Fencing Variance for 

Corner Lots 

 

 

4.8.3 The Development Officer may grant a variance on a corner lot, enabling the front parcel boundary to be 

considered as the longer of the two boundaries which abut a street.  This variance shall rotate the yard 

requirements so that the shorter property boundaries become the side yards, with the longer property boundaries 

becoming the front and rear yards.  Once the initial development is approved on site, all future developments shall 

use the orientation and setback requirements as established through this variance by the Development Officer.  

The following should be considered when                                                                                                                       

determining whether to grant a variance to which yard to form the front yard: 

a) Ensuring that the front boundary is the street on which the parcel is addressed; 

b) Ensuring that the building is orientated so that all  

setbacks are met to the proposed yard; 

c) Ensuring that all future development shall be subject 

to the same yard considerations; and 

d) The maintenance of appropriate sight lines for traffic 

safety  
  

4.8.4 The Development Officer may grant a variance to the 

height of a fence, landscaping or other means of 

enclosure on a corner lot in the front yard (measured off 

of the shorter parcel boundary).  The variance shall allow 

for up to one, 1.83m tall fence within the front yard, set 

back 2.75m or greater from the front property boundary.  

This variance shall only be considered where:  

a) the principal entry door is located within the side yard;  

b) the side yard fencing, landscaping forming a fenced 

enclosure or any other means acting as an enclosure (if 

applicable) facing the street is no more than 1m in height. 
 

This is illustrated in Figure 4.2 
 

4.8.5 The Development Officer may grant a variance up to 100% 

of the parking requirements for all occupancy permits 

issued within non-residential districts.  Consideration to                                                                                                      

the use of the parcel and impact on neighbouring landowners shall form part of the decision to waive any or all 

required parking.   
 

4.8.6 Through a Development Permit application, the Development Officer may grant a variance up to 100% to the 

setback distances for existing structures where the structure does not meet the setbacks established in this Bylaw 

but was previously approved under a previous Bylaw.  Consideration of the impact to the neighbouring properties, 

the long term strategic land use plans for the site and safety are some of the considerations that should be made 

when determining whether to grant a variance.  The Development Officer may also choose to refer the application 

to the Municipal Planning Commission.  If the existing structure has no prior approvals under a previous Bylaw, the 

Development Officer, in considering the impact to neighbours, may issue a variance or refer the application to the 

Municipal Planning Commission for consideration. (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

 
Municipal Planning Commission Variances 

4.8.7 The Municipal Planning Commission may grant a variance from the requirements of this Bylaw, subject to clause 

3.2.3 f) and 4.7.3 and being satisfied that the variance will not result in a development that does not comply with 

the requirements of the Municipal Government Act, the Subdivision and Development Regulation, the Safety Codes 
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Act, as amended, or any applicable statutory plans or Outline Plans adopted by the Municipality. (Amended, b.400.24, 

03/09/2020)  
 

4.8.8 Variances granted by the Municipal Planning Commission Development Authority shall not exceed a variance of 
more than 100% from the requirements of this Bylaw. Where a variance request exceeds 100%, the application 
shall be modified to ensure that the variance does not exceed 100% or be refused, citing reasons for refusal. 
 

4.8.9 All variances which a Development Officer is authorized to grant may also be granted by the Municipal Planning 

Commission. 
 

4.8.10 Variances may be subject to an appeal in accordance with Section 4.13 Appealing a Decision of the Development 

Authority. 

 

4.9 Notification of a Decision on a Development Permit 

4.9.1 Upon the issuance of a Development Permit, the Development Officer shall cause notice to be given as follows: 

a) for permitted uses which conform in every respect to this Land Use Bylaw (pursuant to clause 3.2.3 (a)), a notice of 

decision shall be provided to the applicant and landowner in writing, and posted on the City of Lacombe's website;   

b) for all discretionary use permit decisions and variances issued by the Development Officer pursuant to clauses 

3.2.3 (b through f), a notice of decision shall be provided in writing to the applicant and landowner, as well as to all 

neighbouring landowners within 60m of the subject property. The notification shall outline the nature of the 

application, the decision of the Development Officer, and provide information on how one may appeal the 

decision, as per Section 4.13.  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ŀŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ 

may be posted on the subject lands, which has the effect of direct notification to any landowner, tenant of land or 

building within the general area, whose use and enjoyment of property may be affected; (Amended, b.400.24, 

03/09/2020)  

c) for all Development Permit decisions issued by the Municipal Planning Commission, a notice of decision shall be 

provided in writing to the applicant and landowner on the same day the decision is made, specifying the date on 

which the decision was made and containing any other information required by the regulations.  The notification 

shall outline the nature of the application, the decision of the Commission, and provide information on how one 

may appeal the decision, as per Section 4.13Φ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ŀŎƻƳōŜΩǎ 

website and a notice shall be posted on the subject lands, which has the effect of direct notification to any 

landowner, tenant of land or building within the general area, whose use and enjoyment of property may be 

affected; (Amended, b.400.18, 11/26/2018)  

d) for all Development Permit decisions issued by City Council, a notice of decision shall be provided in writing to the 

applicant and landowner.  The notification shall outline the nature of the application and the decision of City 

Council;   

e) for all permit decisions, the City shall ensure that they are advertised within a newspaper, circulating locally within 

the area, for one (1) week; and 

f) the date on which the decision was made by the Development Authority is considered to be the date on which 

notice of the issuance of the permit was given.  (Amended, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 

 

4.10  Effective Date and Validity of a Development Permit 

4.10.1 Excepting out clause 4.10.2, when a Development Permit application has been approved by the Development 

Authority it shall not be issued unless and until: 

a) any conditions of Development Permit approval, except those of a continuing nature or those that cannot be 

executed until the development commences, have been met, and    

b) the period for an appeal to the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board has expired or, if an appeal has been 

filed, a decision has been rendered by the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board to confirm the issuance of 

the Development Permit subject to any variations directed by the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board; and 
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c) clause 4.10.1(a) does not apply to demolition applications, where the disconnection of utilities is required prior to 

building permit issuance. 

4.10.2 The Development Officer may authorize the commencement of a development prior to the issuance of a 

Development Permit if:  

a) an application has been approved for the development and the appeal period has not yet expired; and 

b) the applicant waives their right to appeal through the signing of an indemnity agreement to the satisfaction of the 
Development Authority.  The form shall ensure that the applicant is held liable for all costs and risks associated 
with progressing development in advance of the appeal period, should another party appeal the decision.  The 
form shall also ensure that the applicant cease development immediately if the decision is appealed by another 
party. 

 

4.10.3 If the development authorized by a Development Permit is not commenced within twelve (12) months from the 

date of its issue, or date of decision of the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board upon appeal, nor carried 

out with reasonable diligence as determined by the Development Authority, the Development Permit ceases to be 

effective unless an extension to this period, being no longer than an additional twelve (12) months, has previously 

been granted by the Development Authority.  Only one (1) extension should be granted. The extension shall be at 

the discretion of the Development Authority and shall be for a period no longer than twelve (12) months from the 

expiration date.   
 

4.10.4 Where a Development Permit expires, a new Development Permit application shall be required.  Such application 

shall be dealt with as a new application and there shall be no obligation to approve it on the basis that a previous 

application had been issued. 

 

4.11 Failure to Complete Development 

4.11.1 Once a development is initiated in relationship to an approved Development Permit, the Development Permit 

remains valid until the work is completed.  However, if a development is not completed to a standard acceptable 

to the Development Officer within two (2) years of the issuance of the Development Permit, or any extension 

thereof, the Development Permit ceases to be effective and the Development Officer may direct that the site be 

returned to its original condition or a state acceptable to the Development Officer. 

 

4.12 Modification, Suspension or Cancellation of a Development Permit 

4.12.1 The Development Authority may decide to modify, suspend or cancel a Development Permit when:   

a) the Development Permit was issued on the basis of incorrect information or misrepresentation by the applicant;  

b) a contravention of the conditions of the development approval has taken place; 

c) the Development Permit was issued in error; and 

d) requested by an applicant or the owner(s) of the land. 

4.12.2 Should an applicant apply to amend an existing Development Permit, it shall be to the discretion of the 

Development Officer whether to require the amendment(s) be approved by the Municipal Planning Commission or 

City Council.  Should the amendments require a variance or be with respect to a discretionary use or development 

within a Direct Control District, the procedures for notification of a Development Permit decision as outlined in 

Section 4.9 shall be followed.   
 

4.12.3 Where an applicant applies to amend an existing Development Permit, the fee should be equal to that which 

would be charged if the application was new.  At the discretion of the Development Officer, the fees may be 

waived or reduced if the change is minor, or the application to amend is received a short time after the issuance of 

the Development Permit. 
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4.13 Appealing a Decision of the Development Authority 

4.13.1 An appeal may be made to the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board by: 

a) the applicant, if the Development Authority: 

i refuses or fails to issue a Development Permit; 

ii issues a Development Permit with conditions; 

iii fails to make a decision with respect to an application within 40 days of the applicant receiving an 

acknowledgement as per clauses 4.2.3(e) and 4.2.3(g); (Amended, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) or 

iv issues an order under Section 645 of the Municipal Government Act, or Part 6 of this Bylaw. 

b) any person claiming to be affected by an order, decision or Development Permit made or issued by a Development 

Authority as per the Municipal Government Act. 

c) the applicant, City Council, the school authority or a government department, if the Development Authority: 

i refuses or fails to issue a decision on a subdivision application; and 

ii issues a decision on a subdivision application with conditions. 

4.13.2 Notwithstanding 4.13.1, no appeal may be made in respect of the issuance of a Development Permit for a 

permitted use unless the provisions of this Bylaw were relaxed, varied, misinterpreted or the application was 

deemed to be refused under part 4.2.3. (Amended, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 

 

4.13.3 An appeal to the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board is commenced by filing written notice of the appeal, 

stating reasons for such appeal and accompanied by the appeal fee as established in the fee schedule, with the 

Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board.  This must be completed within twenty-one (21) days 

for the appeal of a Development Permit and within fourteen (14) days for the appeal of a Subdivision: (Amended, 

b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 

a) In the case of an appeal made by a person referred to in clause 4.13.1(a);  

i the date on which the decision is made; (Amended, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) or 

ii if no decision is made with respect to the application within the forty (40) day period or within any 

extension of this time limit referred to under clause 4.13.1(a) (iii), the date the period or extension 

expires. 

b) in the case of an appeal made by a person referred to in clause 4.13.1(b), after the date on which the decision is 

made. (Amended, b.400.18, 11/26/2018) 

c) in the case of an appeal made by a person referred to in clause 4.13.1(c), after: 

i if no decision is made with respect to the subdivision application within the sixty (60) day period after 

receiving a complete subdivision application ; or 

ii within fourteen (14) days of receipt of a written decision of a subdivision; which is seven (7) days from the 

date it is mailed.   

4.13.4 A decision on a Development Permit application within a Direct Control District may be appealed only if the 

Development Authority did not follow the directions of Council.  If the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 

finds that the Development Authority did not follow Council's directions, it may, in accordance with Council's 

directions, substitute its decision for that of the Development Authority.  Where Council is the Development 

Authority no right of appeal to the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board exists. 
 

4.13.5 The Subdivision and Development Appeal Board shall consider and make decisions on the appeals pursuant to the 

provision to the Municipal Government Act. 
 

4.13.6 The Subdivision and Development Appeal Board shall hold an appeal hearing within thirty (30) days of the receipt 

of a notice of appeal. 
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4.13.7 The decision of the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board is final and binding except on a question of law or 

jurisdiction, in which case the appellant may seek permission to appeal to the Court of Appeal as provided in the 

Municipal Government Act.   
 

4.13.8 If an appeal is filed pursuant to clause 4.13.3, in order for the appeal to be complete it shall be accompanied by an 

appeal fee, which may be established by Council and from time to time amended. 
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Part - 5 AMENDING THE LAND USE BYLAW 

 

5.1 Initiating an Amendment 

5.1.1 Council may, on its own initiative, amend this Land Use Bylaw. 
 

5.1.2 An application to amend this Bylaw may be made by any person or organization by making application on the 

appropriate form to the City.  The application should include, to the satisfaction of the Development Authority: 

a) a statement of the specific amendment requested; 

b) reasons for the application; 

c) if the application is for a re-designation of land (change of district): 

i the legal description of the lands or a plan showing the location and dimensions of the lands;  

ii a certificate of title for the lands dated within thirty (30) days prior to the application date; 

iii ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΤ 

iv if the applicant is not the owner of the lands, a letter from the owner granting permission for or 

acknowledgment of the application. 

d) the City may require, prior to consideration of a re-designation of land:  

i an Outline Plan for the area to be re-designated to the level of detail specified by the City; or 

ii an amendment to an adopted Outline Plan to make the application consistent with the adopted Outline 

Plan. 

e) if the application is for a text change or creation of a new district: 

i the reasons for the requested change;  

ii evidence to support the proposed change. 

f) an application fee, the total amount of which shall be the sum of: 

i. an amount determined from time to time by resolution of Council; and 

ii. any costs payable by the applicant to the City pursuant to clause 5.1.4 of this Part. 

g) any additional report, drawing or information that may, in the opinion of the Development Authority be required 

in order to prepare, evaluate and make a recommendation concerning the proposed amendment.  Where 

additional material is required, the Development Authority shall provide a reason for the requirement, and site 

references to City of Lacombe documents which support the provision of the request material.   

 

5.1.3 If the applicant withdraws the application prior to the City incurring any advertising costs, the City shall refund the 

advertising fee.   If the applicant withdraws the application prior to the City commencing review of the application 

or circulating the application for review, the City may refund up to one-half of the application fee. Should the 

application be withdrawn after the City incurs advertising costs or has circulated the application, all of the 

application and advertising fees shall be retained by the City. 

5.1.4 The City shall require payment for costs incurred by the City to review the proposed amendment and/or related 

Outline Plan or amended Outline Plan. These costs may include costs from outside parties to review the 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

applicant to the City in accordance with clause 5.1.2(f) of this Part.   
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5.2 Processing an Amendment  

5.2.1 Upon receipt of a completed application for amendment to this Land Use Bylaw, the Development Authority shall 

initiate or undertake an investigation and analysis of the potential impacts of development resulting from or 

allowed as a result of the proposed amendment.  The analysis shall be based on the full development potential of 

the proposed amendment and not on the merits of any particular development proposal.  The analysis shall, 

among other things, consider the following impact criteria: 

a) relationship to and compliance with approved statutory plans, non-statutory plans and Council policies; 

b) relationship to and compliance with statutory plans, non-statutory plans or Outline Plans in preparation; 

c) compatibility with surrounding development in terms of land use function and scale of development; 

d) traffic and active transportation impacts; 

e) relationship to, or impacts on, services such as water and sewage systems, and other public utilities and facilities 

such as recreation facilities and schools; 

f) relationship to municipal land, right-of-way or easement requirements; 

g) effect on the stability, retention and rehabilitation of desirable existing uses, buildings and structures in the area; 

h) necessity and appropriateness of the proposed amendment in view of the stated intentions of the applicant;  

i) relationship to the documented concerns and opinions of area residents regarding development implications; and 

j) relationship to and impact on surrounding natural features and wildlife. 

5.2.2 The Development Authority shall determine when the application will be placed before Council.  The applicant 

shall be notified a minimum of five (5) days prior to the application being determined by Council of: 

a) the date;  

b) time; and  

c) procedures for appearing before Council to speak to the application. 
 

5.2.3 An application for amendment shall be placed before Council within sixty (60) days of its receipt by the 

Development Authority, unless otherwise agreed upon. 
 

5.2.4 Should the application for amendment propose to change the district designation of a parcel, the Development 

Authority should, prior to first reading: 

a) mail written notice to every owner of adjacent land within a sixty (60)m radius of the parcel(s) to which the 

proposed bylaw relates, being the name and address shown in the assessment roll of the municipality.  The notice 

shall indicate that an application has been made to amend the bylaw and that further information will be provided 

once a public hearing date and time has been established.     

 

5.2.5 The Council, in considering an application for an amendment to this Land Use Bylaw, may: 

a) refer the application for further information; or 

b) pass first reading of the proposed bylaw to amend this Land Use Bylaw, with or without amendments; or 

c) decline to give first reading to the proposed bylaw to amend this Land Use Bylaw. 

 

5.2.6 Following first reading of an amending bylaw, Council shall: 

a) establish the date, time and place for a public hearing on the proposed bylaw; 

b) outline the procedures to be followed by anyone wishing to be heard at the public hearing; and 

c) outline the procedure by which the public hearing will be conducted. 

5.2.7 Following first reading of a bylaw to amend the Land Use Bylaw, the Development Authority shall give notice of the 

public hearing to the public by publishing a notice in a manner consistent with the requirements of the Municipal 

Government Act regarding amendments to a Land Use Bylaw. 
 

5.2.8 Notice of a public hearing shall contain: 

a) a statement of the general purpose of the proposed bylaw and public hearing; 
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b) the address where a copy of the proposed bylaw and any documents relating to it or the public hearing may be 

inspected; 

c) the date, place and time where the public hearing will be held. 

d) The municipal address (if any), the legal address and a map of the parcel when the proposed amendment is to 

change the district designation of the parcel. 

5.2.9 If the bylaw to amend the Land Use Bylaw proposes to change the district designation of a parcel, the 

Development Authority shall also: 

a) mail written notice to the assessed owner of that parcel, being the name and address shown in the assessment roll 

of the municipality; and 

b) mail written notice to every owner of adjacent land within a 60m radius of the parcel(s) to which the proposed 

bylaw relates, being the name and address shown in the assessment roll of the municipality.  The notice shall 

provide information on the proposed change as well as identify the details of the public hearing.   

5.2.10 If the land referred to in clause 5.2.9(b) is in Lacombe County, the written notice should be given to the 

municipality and to each owner of adjacent land, being the name and address shown for each owner on the tax roll 

of Lacombe County.   
 

5.2.11 Notwithstanding clause 5.2.6, the Land Use Bylaw may be amended without giving notice or holding a public 

hearing if the amendment corrects clerical, technical, grammatical, or typographical errors and does not materially 

affect the Land Use Bylaw in principle or substance. 
 

5.2.12 In the public hearing, the Council: 

a) shall hear any person, group of persons, or person representing them, who claims to be affected by the proposed 

bylaw and who has complied with the procedures outlined by Council;  

b) may hear any other person who wishes to make representations and whom the Council agrees to hear; and 

c) shall read or circulate to all those in attendance, any written representations received from any person, or group 

of persons, who have complied with the procedures outlined by Council and who are not in attendance at the 

hearing. 

 

5.2.13 After ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ considering the representations made to Council about the 

proposed Bylaw to amend the Land Use Bylaw at the public hearing and any other matter it considers appropriate, 

Council may: 

a) refer the proposed bylaw for further information or comments; 

b) pass the bylaw; 

c) make any amendment to the bylaw it considers necessary and proceed to pass it without further advertisement or 

hearing;  

d) request the bylaw to be re-circulated and/or advertised if significant changes have been made; or 

e) defeat the bylaw. 

 

5.2.14 After third reading of the proposed Bylaw, the Development Authority shall send a copy of the Bylaw amendment 

to: 

a) the applicant; 

b) the owner of the land, if not the applicant; and 

c) Lacombe County, if it received a copy of the proposed bylaw pursuant to clause 5.2.10. 

 

5.2.15 In this Part, "owner" means the person shown as the owner of land on the assessment roll prepared pursuant to 

the Municipal Government Act. 
 

5.2.16 When a Bylaw for a re-designation of land (change of district) or a change to the text of this Land Use Bylaw is 

defeated by Council, another application for the same re-designation of land (change of district) for the same 

parcel or for the same or similar text change may not be submitted by the same or another applicant until six (6) 
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months have elapsed from the date of the decision of Council unless, in the opinion of the Development Officer, 

the reasons for defeat have been adequately addressed or the circumstances of the application have changed 

significantly. 
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Part - 6 CONTRAVENTION AND ENFORCEMENT 

 

6.1 Contravention 

6.1.1 Where the Development Authority finds that a use or development is not in accordance with the Municipal 

Government Act, this Land Use Bylaw, the Subdivision and Development Regulation, a Development Permit, or 

subdivision approval; the Development Authority may, by notice in writing, order the registered owner, the person 

in possession of the land or building, the person responsible for the contravention, or all or any of them, within the 

time specified by the notice, to: 

a) stop the development or use of the land or building(s) in whole or in part as directed by the notice;  

b) demolish, remove or replace the development; or 

c) take such other measures as  specified in the notice so that the development or use of the land or building(s) is in 

accordance with the Municipal Government Act, this Land Use Bylaw, the Subdivision and Development 

Regulation, a Development Permit or a subdivision approval. 

6.1.2 Any person who receives an order pursuant to clause 6.1.1 may appeal the order to the Subdivision and 

Development Appeal Board in accordance with Section 4.13. 
 

6.1.3 Where a person fails or refuses to comply with an order issued under the Municipal Government Act within the 

time specified, the City may seek a court order from the Court of Queen's Bench for compliance. 
 

6.1.4 Where a person fails or refuses to comply with an order directed to them under clause 6.1.1 or an order of the 

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board within the time specified, the municipality may enter upon the land or 

building and take such action as is necessary to carry out the order, in accordance with the Municipal Government 

Act. 
 

6.1.5 When the municipality carries out an order, Council shall cause the costs and expenses incurred in carrying out the 

order to be placed on the tax roll as an additional tax against the property concerned and that amount shall be 

collected in the same manner as taxes on the land. 
 

6.1.6 The City may register a caveat with respect to an order against a Certificate of Title for the subject property.  
 

6.1.7 Failure to comply with an order issued under this part is a contravention of this Bylaw, and any person who fails to 

comply with an order issued under this part is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine. 
 

6.2 Right of Entry 

6.2.1 For the purpose of entering and inspecting land or structures as described in the Municipal Government Act, the 

Development Officer and any other persons appointed by Council are hereby declared to be a designated officer. 
 

6.3 Offences and Penalties 

6.3.1 Any person found in contravention of this Bylaw is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a 

fine.  This includes contraventions relating to signage.   
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Part - 7 SIGNS  

 

7.1 Purpose and Requirement for Sign Permit  

7.1.1 This part of the Land Use Bylaw provides planning regulation for all signs including but not limited to the type, 

location, number, size, design and character of signs in relation to their surroundings with the intent to: 

a) balance the need for signs with safety and aesthetics; 

b) provide adequate and flexible means of identification and communication for enterprise; and 

c) minimize the potential adverse effects of signs on private and public property. 

7.1.2 A Development Permit is required for any sign, including any enlargements, relocation, erection, construction or 

alteration of a sign unless omitted under Section 7.3. 
 

7.2 Definitions 

7.2.1 Notwithstanding Part 2 of this Land Use Bylaw, the following definitions relate to signs: 

 

A 

ά!ōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign which no longer 

identifies or advertises a bona fide business, 

service, owner, product, or activity, and/or for 

which no legal owner can be found. 

ά!-ōƻŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴέ means a self-supporting A-shaped 

or flat sign that is set upon the ground and has 

no external supporting structure. 

ά!ƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ means a structural modification of a 

sign but does not include routine maintenance, 

painting or change in copy or lettering. 

ά!ƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign component which 

uses movement or change in lighting to depict 

action or create a visual effect. 

ά!ǿƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ǎƛƎƴέ means advertising 

inscribed on or affixed flat upon the covering 

material of an awning or canopy. 

B 

ά.ŀƴƴŜǊέ means a piece of fabric or other non-

rigid material attached on a minimum of two 

sides to a structure.  

ά.ƛƭƭōƻŀǊŘέ means an off-premise sign that may 

be erected on selected sites as provided for by 

this Bylaw. 

ά.ƻŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign attached to the side 

of a building which displays products offered on 

site, but does not include the business name, 

logo or operating details of the business.   

ά.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ǎƛƎƴέ means a freestanding 

permanent sign located at the entrance to an 

industrial or commercial business park for the 

purpose of identifying, locating and promoting 

businesses which operate within the business 

park.   

C 

ά/ƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ ŎƻǇȅΣ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎέ means a copy on 

a sign that changes automatically and may 

include an electronic message centre, or an 

electronic time and temperature unit. 

ά/ƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ ŎƻǇȅΣ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭέ means a copy on a 

sign that can be changed manually through the 

use of attachable letters, numbers, or pictorial 

panels. 

ά/ƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜέ means the shortest vertical distance 

between the underside of a sign and grade. 

ά/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴέ means a permanent sign located 

within the Community Services (CS) District for 

the purpose of identifying and promoting 
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businesses which are located in the general 

vicinity. 

 ά/ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign containing 

copy for one or more tenants or occupants 

located on the same site or on the property line 

of two adjacent sites. 

ά/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴέ means a temporary sign 

erected by an individual or firm on premises 

undergoing construction for which the individual 

or firm is furnishing labour, services, materials or 

financing and which advertises the individual or 

ŦƛǊƳΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ƭŀōƻǳǊΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ 

materials or financing or which identifies the 

future use on the site and information 

pertaining to it.  

ά/ƻǇȅ ŀǊŜŀέ means that area of the sign covered 

by a simple rectangle around the extremities of 

the copy contained on the sign. 

D 

ά5ǊƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜέ means signage located 

in a drive-through area for the purpose of 

directing traffic through the parking facilities or 

drive through, taking orders at restaurants, or 

menu boards listing items for purchase.  

E 

ά9ŀǾŜƭƛƴŜέ means the horizontal line on a 

structure that marks the bottom edge of the 

overhang of a roof and where there is no 

overhang, the eaveline should be the horizontal 

line at the intersection of the roof and wall. 

ά9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign associated with a 

referendum, plebiscite or election pursuant to 

municipal, provincial or federal legislation that 

indicates support for a candidate or position, or 

information relative to the location and time of 

the event.  

ά9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜέ means a component 

of a sign on which the copy can be changed by 

electronic means; and is a form of changeable 

copy, automatic. 

F 

άCŀǎŎƛŀ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign attached parallel to 

the face of a building which advertises the 

name, logo and general details of the business 

located on-site.  

άCƭŀƎέ means a piece of fabric, wind sock or 

other non-rigid material attached on one side or 

at one or two points to a structure.  

άCƭƻǊŀƭ ƻǊ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ǎƛƎƴέ means the arrangement 

of plant material to create words, images or 

other identification copy in the ground or in 

raised beds.  

άCǊŜŜǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign supported by 

structures or supports that are placed on, or 

anchored in the ground and are independent 

from any building or other structural element of 

a building. A freestanding sign may identify a 

single tenant or multiple tenants located on a 

common parcel or adjacent parcels. 

G 

άDŀǊŀƎŜ ǎŀƭŜ ǎƛƎƴέ means a temporary sign 

placed on the premise which advertises a garage 

sale on the premise only for the duration of the 

sale.  

άDǊŀŘŜέ means the finished ground surface 

directly underneath the sign. 

H - L 

άIŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴέ means the vertical distance 

measured from the highest point of the sign or 

sign structure to grade. 

άLƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ means the lighting of any sign by 

artificial means. 

άLƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭέ means the lighting of any 

sign face from a light source located on or near 

the exterior of the sign. 

άLƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭέ means the lighting of any 

sign face from a light source located within the 

sign or behind the copy. 



Page | 60 
 

άLƴŦƭŀǘŀōƭŜ ǎƛƎƴέ means an inflated three-

dimensional object which incorporates a sign 

and is anchored or affixed to a building or 

parcel. 

ά[ƻŎŀƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎέ means sign copy which 

advertises the business on the property where 

the sign is located.   

M - P 

άaŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜέ means the cleaning, painting, 

repair or replacement of any defective parts of a 

sign in a manner that does not alter the basic 

design or structure of the sign and does not 

include a change in copy. 

άbŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign 

which states the name of a subdivision area and 

may contain a logo, graphic or map which is 

related to the subdivision name. 

 άtŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿŀƭƭ ƳǳǊŀƭέ means a scene or picture 

located upon an exterior wall surface of a 

building, but does not include the roof.   

άtŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿŀƭƭ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign (advertising a 

business or product) which is located upon any 

exterior wall surface of a building, but does not 

include the roof.  

άtƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign which is hung from a 

decorative post, typically made of metal or wood 

designed to be decorative in nature.  

άtǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign which projects 

from a structure or a building face but does not 

include an awning or canopy sign or awning sign.  

άtǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign that 

identifies the party responsible for the 

management of the site or building and any 

necessary sales, leasing or rental information.  

Q - S 

άwŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign that advertises 

ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ άŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜέΣ άŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǎŜέΣ ƻǊ άŦƻǊ ǊŜƴǘέ ƻǊ 

ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ άǎƻƭŘέΦ   

άwƻǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign or portion of a sign 

which moves in a revolving manner. 

άwƻƻŦ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign which projects above a 

roofline to which the sign is attached or is 

erected upon or above a roof or parapet of a 

building which the sign is affixed.  

 ά{ƛƎƴέ is a device, structure, fixture or image 

used, or intended to be used, for the advertising 

of or calling attention to any person, matter, or 

object. 

ά{ƛƎƴ ŀǊŜŀέ means the area of a sign on which 

copy is placed that is contained by a single 

rectangular box to include all letters or graphics, 

but not support structures or architectural 

embellishments. 

ά{ƛƎƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴέ means an approved location for 

the placement of a sign on a site, as identified 

on a Development Permit for a sign. 

ά{ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƛƎƴέ means a permanent, 

stationary sign displaying a public 

announcement to make an activity, service, 

event, product or organization generally known 

within a public use district.  

ά{ǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƴƴŀƴǘǎέ means a number of pieces 

of fabric or other non-rigid material attached to 

a string, wire, cable or other similar material. 

ά{ǘǊŜŜǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎέ means numbers or 

letters affixed to the exterior of a structure to 

indicate the street address and/or names of the 

building or parcel occupants.  

 

 

T - W 

ά¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign that is not 

permanently affixed to a building, or other 

irremovable structure, or to the ground. 
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ά²ƛƴŘƻǿ ǎƛƎƴέ means a sign which is painted on, 

attached to or installed on or near a window for 

the purpose of being viewed from outside the 

premises.  

7.3 Signs Not Requiring a Development Permit  

7.3.1 A Development Permit is not required for the erection and placement of Class 1 signs in accordance with the 

requirements of this Bylaw. Where a Class 1 sign does not meet the requirements of this Bylaw, the Class 1 sign 

shall be processed as an application for a discretionary use. 
 

7.3.2 In addition to Class 1 signs, a Development Permit is not required for the following: 

a) the incorporation of additional message panels or replacement of message panels by the same business within an 

existing business directory, cluster,  consolidated and fascia sign which conforms to this Bylaw provided that: 

i the additional panel(s) are the same length as existing panels; 

ii the panel(s) are located within the limits of the existing sign structure;  

iii the requirements of the general provisions for all signs (see Section 7.8) are met; and 

iv the requirements for business directory, cluster, consolidated and fascia signs (see clauses 7.10.2, 7.11.1, 

7.10.4 and 7.10.3) are met (where applicable). 

b) the replacement of an existing permanent freestanding sign by another freestanding sign on the same base 

provided: 

i both signs conform with this Bylaw; 

ii the new sign is installed within six (6) months of the removal of the existing sign; 

iii the new sign area is either equal to or less than the existing sign area; 

iv the existing sign support, or similar replacement, is used and the new sign is mounted at a height equal to 

or lower than the existing sign; and 

v the sign is located in accordance with the setback provisions of this Bylaw. 

c) the replacement of an existing canopy sign by another canopy sign at the same location provided: 

i both signs and structure conform to this Bylaw; 

ii the new sign is installed within six (6) months of the removal of the existing sign; 

iii the new sign area is either equal to or less than the existing sign area; 

iv the existing canopy framework or support is used; 

v the canopy does not project over City owned property. 

d) signs authorized or erected by the City of Lacombe on any streets, sidewalks, or other public property; 

e) signs associated with on-site pedestrian or vehicular traffic direction, including signs associated with drive through 

businesses (located on-site); 

f) signs associated with products or services offered by the business, but which do not advertise the business name 

or logo, located on-site, and are: 

i less than 1.8m in height,  

ii are temporary; 

iii not obstructing vehicle or active transportation traffic; and 

iv not attached to a fence. 

g) signs, notices, placards or bulletins required to be displayed: 

i by or on behalf of federal, provincial or municipal governments 

ii pursuant to the provisions of federal, provincial or municipal legislation; and 

iii on behalf of a department, a commission, a board, a committee or an official of the federal, provincial or 

municipal government. 

h) construction signs placed on a fence temporarily erected as part of an approved development for the purposes of 

containing a construction site and its activities. 

 



Page | 62 
 

7.3.3 Nothing in the foregoing shall relieve any person of compliance with the requirements of the Safety Codes Act, as 

amended, or any other applicable municipal, provincial or federal regulations or legislation. 

 

7.4 Prohibited Signs 

7.4.1 The following types of signs are prohibited in all districts: 

a) abandoned signs, unless determined to have historical significance; 

b) a sign which because of its position, shape, colour, format or illumination may be confused with an official traffic 

sign, signal or device, or otherwise pose a potential hazard to traffic; 

c) a sign having display lights which may be mistaken for the flashing lights customarily associated with danger or 

those used by police, fire, ambulance or other emergency vehicles; 

d) signs attached to trees, utility poles, fences (excepting out signs placed on temporary construction fences) or 

placed on any public property (excepting out cluster signs and temporary signs covered under Section 7.12) or 

public right-of-way; 

e) signs placed on vehicles or trailers which are parked or located for the primary purpose of displaying said sign (this 

does not apply to allowed off-premise signs or to signs or lettering on buses, taxis, or vehicles operating during the 

normal course of business); and 

f) billboards, except those existing at the date of passage of this Bylaw. 

 

7.5 Applying for a Sign Permit (Development Permit) 

7.5.1 An application to erect, construct and place a sign shall be made to the Development Authority by the lawful 

owner of a sign or his authorized agent, on a form provided by the Development Officer. 
 

7.5.2 Every application for a Development Permit for a sign should be accompanied by the following: 

a) a completed signed Development Permit application form;  

b) if applicant is not the owner of the land on which the sign is to be located a letter of authorization from the owner 

of the property or his authorized agent, in a form satisfactory to the Development Authority; 

c) a site plan (number of copies to be determined by the Development Authority) showing the following information: 

i north arrow; 

ii scale of drawing; 

iii legal description of the property (lot, block, plan); 

iv civic address information; 

v property lines, shown and labeled; 

vi outline of existing structures on the site; 

vii the proposed sign location; 

viii metric dimensioned distances from the existing or proposed structures and/or other signs on the subject 

site to the proposed sign; 

ix existing signs within the subject site; 

x metric dimension of any overhang or projection. 

d) detailed sign construction drawings (number of copies to be determined by the Development Authority) including 

plan, elevation views and details of how the sign is attached or secured to the ground, a structure or building; and 

e) any other information (e.g. engineered drawings) deemed necessary by the Development Authority to determine 

the application for a Development Permit. 

7.5.3 Subject to the provisions of this part, the Development Officer may require an inspection to ensure that the 

landscaping provisions are in accordance with the approved Development Permit and drawings. 
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7.6 Removal of Signs 

7.6.1 Where, in the opinion of the Development Officer, a violation of the sign provisions exists, or a sign is an 

abandoned sign, the Development Officer may issue a written notice for the removal of such a sign.  The registered 

owner of the property upon which the sign is located shall be presumed to be the owner of all signs thereon. 
 

7.6.2 The written notice shall specify the following: 

a) those sections of the sign regulations in which the individual is in violation; 

b) the removal of such a sign and all related structural components within thirty (30) days from the date of issuance 

of such a removal notice; 

c) the restoration of the immediate area around the sign to the satisfaction of the Development Officer; and 

d) that all costs related to such removal and/or restoration, are to be borne by the owner of the sign. 

 

7.6.3 Where a permanent sign is found to identify a business incorrectly or is in an overall state of disrepair, the 

Development Officer may, by written notice, require the building owner or person(s) responsible for the sign to 

remove the sign, or alter or refurbish the sign within thirty (30) days from the date of issuance of such a notice. 
 

7.6.4 In the case of temporary signs, where in the opinion of the Development Officer, a violation of the sign provisions 

exist; the Development Officer shall issue a written notice requiring the removal of such a sign within 48 hours. 
 

7.6.5 In cases of emergency, the Development Officer may cause the immediate removal of a dangerous or defective 

sign without notice.  Where it is determined that sign should be immediately removed, the sign should be deemed 

to pose a hazard to the public safety as defined by the Safety Codes Act, as amended, the Municipal Government 

Act, or are contrary to ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ŀŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ .ȅƭŀǿΦ 

 

7.7 Class of Signs  

7.7.1 For the purpose of identifying permitted and discretionary uses within the Land Use Districts, all signs erected, 

constructed, placed on any site or building shall be assessed as either a Class 1, Class 2, or Class 3 sign. 
 

7.7.2 Specific regulations pertaining to sign types are found in Section 7.8 onwards.   
 

7.7.3 Class 1 signs do not require a Development Permit subject to the regulations found within Part 7 and this bylaw 

being satisfied and include:
 

a) A-board sign; 

b) Banner sign affixed to a building (not a 

fence); 

c) Board sign  (4.65m2 maximum); 

d) Business directory sign ς copy change only; 

e) Consolidated sign ς changeable copy 

(manual/automatic) only; 

f) Construction sign; 

g) Election sign; subject to Section 7.9.6 

h) Flags; 

i) Floral or foliage sign;  

j) Garage Sale Sign; 

k) Post sign;  

l) Property management sign 

m) Real estate sign  

n) Street numbers or letters, not to exceed a total 

copy area of 1.2m2;  

o) String of pennants affixed to a building (not a 

fence); 

p) Temporary sign (4.65m2 maximum);  

q) Window sign. 
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7.7.4 Class 2 signs require a Development Permit and are a discretionary use in the residential districts and are a 

permitted use in all commercial, industrial, public use and airport districts, provided all applicable regulations 

contained in this Bylaw are satisfied, and include: 

 

a) Awning and canopy signs; 

b) Banner sign (not affixed to a building);  

c) Business directory sign;  

d) Consolidated sign; 

e) Post sign;  

f) Fascia sign; 

g) Freestanding sign;  

h) Painted wall sign; 

i) Painted wall mural; 

j) Projecting sign; 

k) Neighbourhood identification sign. 

 

 

7.7.5 Class 3 signs require a Development Permit and are a discretionary use in districts, provided all applicable 

regulations contained in this bylaw are satisfied, and include: 

a) Inflatable sign; 

b) Cluster sign, in CS - Community Services District only; 

c) Roof sign; 

d) Sponsorship signs, in the CS - Community Services District only; 

e) Any sign that has any of the following component(s): 

i animation; 

ii flashing; and 

iii rotation. 

 

7.7.6 Prohibited Signs are not allowed in any District:  

a) any sign or advertising attached to a fence, light standards or poles (excepting out those signs accommodated for 

under 7.3.2(h)); and   

b) billboard signs. 

 

7.8 General Provisions for All Signs 

7.8.1 The rules and regulations for all permanent signs are based on the type of sign and the Land Use District that the 

site is located within and shall conform to the following: 

a) in the opinion of the Development Authority, a sign should not conflict with the general character of the 

surrounding streetscape, the architecture of nearby buildings or be liable to create a cluttered appearance to the 

streetscape; 

b) a sign shall not be erected on or attached to: 

i a public light standard or pole without the written permission of the utility company; 

ii the area within a corner visibility triangle; 

iii a fence (excepting out 7.3.2(h)); 

iv a location which may affect traffic safety and circulation, or impede vehicle parking; and  

v shall not encroach over or upon any utility right-of-way, without the written consent of the utility right of 

way holder and an encroachment agreement entered into by the two parties. 

c) where permission has been granted by the City for a sign to:  

i project over City property, a minimum clearance of 2.5m above grade level should be maintained,  

ii project over a City owned driveway or lane, a clearance of 4.6m should be maintained 

iii project or extend horizontally into or over City owned property, the sign should be no closer than 0.75m 

to the existing or future curb line. 

d) any sign placed in or on a required parking facility or loading space shall be placed so as not to reduce the number 

of parking stalls or loading spaces required pursuant to this Bylaw or a Development Permit; 

e) no trees shall be removed or damaged to prepare a site for a sign unless new trees are planted or landscaping is 

introduced to improve the appearance of the site, to the satisfaction of the Development Authority; 



Page | 65 
 

f) the lighting or orientation of a sign should not adversely affect any residential district; 

g) electrical power supply to signs should be underground; 

h) signage for a bed and breakfast may be allowed. Such signage is to be confined to a single discreet unlit 

professionally made sign located within the property boundaries to a maximum dimension of 0.16m2; 

i) all signs shall be subject to any applicable Overlay District requirements contained within Part 14; 

j) where a sign no longer fulfils its function under the terms of this Bylaw, the Development Authority may resolve to 

order the lawful owner of the sign, or where applicable, the registered property owner, to:   

i remove the sign and all related structural components within thirty (30) days, or a reasonable time frame 

established by the Development Authority, from the date of issuance of such notice; 

ii restore the immediate area around the sign to the satisfaction of the City; and 

iii bear all costs related to such removal and restoration. 

 

7.8.2 Subject to the provisions of this part, manual changeable copy as part of a sign shall: 

a) be allowed on all properties containing approved commercial uses with the exception of home occupations; 

b) display local advertising only or an event with which the business is associated with; and 

c) allow for portable signs to contain up to 100% changeable copy. 

7.8.3 Copy which is meant to be regularly changed on a permanent sign should be limited to only displaying of time, 

temperature, gas/diesel prices or the products and services offered on site.   
 

7.8.4 The base of all signs should be landscaped with grass or contained within a planting bed, and shall be kept clean 

and free of overgrown vegetation or refuse. 

 

7.9 Class 1 Signs 

7.9.1 A-Board Signs  

a) A-board signs shall: 

i not be allowed in association with a home occupation; 

ii not be allowed on a site that also contains a temporary sign as per Section 7.12; 

iii be limited to one (1) per business per street frontage;  

iv be on display only during those hours that the business is open; 

v only display local advertising or services and products offered by the business;  

vi not exceed 1m2; 

vii be of a painted finish, be neat and clean, and be maintained in such condition; and 

viii not use fluorescent, `day-glò , luminous or reflective lettering or backgrounds.  

b) For businesses with zero (0) metre front setbacks, one (1) sign may be placed on City property adjacent the front 

property boundary provided that the sign is placed to maintain the maximum area possible for safe and 

unimpeded pedestrian passage. (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

7.9.2 Board Signs  

a) Subject to provisions of this part, board signs shall be allowed in all districts excepting out residential districts. 

b) Board signs should complement rather than conflict with the architecture and colour scheme of the building 

façade. 

c) A board sign shall: 

i not, individually or collectively, cover more than 25% of the visible area of the Facade of each wall of the 

building where it is located; 

ii not be located on a Facade that projects towards or is adjacent to a residential district; 

iii provide a minimum of 0.6m of separation between adjacent board and fascia signs; 

iv not extend above the uppermost eaveline of the building;  

v not project over a street or public property; 
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vi not be internally or externally lit; and 

vii not exceed more than 4.65m2 in area (per sign). 

7.9.3 Construction Signs  

a) Construction signs are temporary signs and only allowed to be erected after a building permit has been issued for 

works on site. 

b) Construction signs should: 

i only have a maximum sign area of 3m2 and a maximum height of 3m; 

ii be removed within thirty (30) days after the work is completed. 

7.9.4 Post Signs  

a) Post signs shall: 

i only display local advertising;  

ii be located next to an entry, or a walkway to an entry;  

iii not extend more than 1.8m above grade; and  

iv not be internally lit. 

7.9.5 Real Estate and Property Management Signs 

a) A real estate sign or a property management sign may be allowed in any district, provided that: 

i there is maximum of two (2) signs per R1 (Residential Detached), R1-N (Residential Detached Narrow), 

and R2 (Residential Single & Semi-Detached) parcels and a maximum of one sign per parcel plus one (1) 

sign per unit for sale on all other parcels; 

ii the maximum sign area is 1m2 in a residential district or 3m2 for all other districts; and 

iii the maximum sign height shall not exceed 1.8m in a residential district or 4m in any other district. 

b) A real estate sign or a property management sign may be placed flush on a building face provided the sign does 

not exceed a maximum sign area of: 

i 1.5m2 on a building frontage equal to or less than 30m in length; 

ii 3m2 on a building frontage exceeding 30m in length; and 

iii the sign is located within a sign band area or does not extend beyond the upper and lower limit of the 

window sills on the first floor, or is located within a window. 

7.9.6 Election Signs (Added, b.400.04, 07/24/2017) 

a) Election signs are permitted on public property for 28 days prior to the date of election. 

b) Election signs may be placed on private or public property (with the approval of the owner/public authority).  

c) Election signs are permitted on municipal property, excluding City Hall and all parks, only as designated by the City 

Council. 

d) Election signs shall not be located within 7 meters of any intersection.  The distance shall be measured from the 

nearest edge of the curb, measured in parallel with the adjacent roadway right of way centerline.  Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, should the sign interfere with site distances, the Designated Officer shall in consultation with the 

sign owner/candidate relocate the sign to ensure the sign does not impede site lines.   

e) Election signs must be located at least 2.0 m (6.6 ft) from the back of sidewalk or if there is no sidewalk, the back 

of curb.  

f) Election signs on public property may not exceed 3.0 m² (32 sq ft) in size or 3.6 m (12 ft) in height. 

g) Candidates shall remove their election signs from public and private property within 72 hours after the close of the 

voting stations on Election Day and ensure that the site is cleaned up and that the holes are filled with a mixture of 

topsoil and grass seed.  

h) If a candidate fails to remove his or her election signs within 72 hours after the voting stations close on Election 

Day, the Designated Officers may remove and dispose of them and the candidate shall be liable for the cost of 

removal.  

i) When an election sign interferes with work being carried out by City work crews or contractors doing work on 

behalf of the City, the crews may remove the interfering signs, and notify the candidate.  
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j) If a sign is placed in contravention of the bylaw during the election campaign, the candidate will be notified and 

ƎƛǾŜƴ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ пу ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ 

remove and destroy the applicable signs.  Subsequent contraventions of this bylaw, by the same candidate, in any 

location, will result in the removal and destruction of signage without notification to the candidate. 

k) A candidate whose name appears on an election signs which is in contravention of this Bylaw shall be guilty of an 

offence under this Bylaw. 

l) During winter conditions, there is a high probability that signs less than six meters from the road will be either 

covered with snow or damaged during snow removal and sanding operations.    

m) Candidates are not permitted to use the City of Lacombe logo or branding in campaign advertising, signage, 

literature, or any other campaign material.  

n) Election signs are prohibited on the property on which a building used for a voting station is located.  Election signs 

are prohibited within a building used for a voting station, or in the case of a building with a complex of interlocking 

offices, the area used as a voting station. (added, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

 

7.10  Class 2 Signs 

7.10.1 Awning and Canopy Signs  

a) No sign shall be suspended from an awning or the awning support structure. 
b) Where an awning or canopy sign is allowed it shall comply with the following regulations: 

i have a minimum clearance of at least 2.5m from grade; 

ii not project more than 2.5m from the face of the building to which such sign is attached; 

iii the vertical dimension shall not exceed 1m for awning signs and 1.5m for canopy signs, unless otherwise 

allowed by the Development Authority; 

iv display only local advertising; 

v be constructed of durable, colour-fast material and relate to the architectural design of the building to 

which they are attached; 

vi be tightly stretched over a rigid frame in order to maintain its appearance and to minimize the 

accumulation of dirt through sagging; 

vii not be internally lit;  

viii where the sign copy is located on a fringe, the fringe shall have a maximum of 0.25m in height and spans 

the full body width of the awning. 

 

7.10.2 Business Directory Signs  

a) A business directory sign should only be allowed if there are ten (10) or more privately owned lots or business 

associated with a commercial or industrial business park. 

b) One (1) business directory sign may be erected at each entrance to the business park. 

c) A business directory sign may only be freestanding. 

d) A business directory sign shall contain on the front face the following information: 

i the name and/or associated logo of the industrial or commercial business park; and 

ii a map and legend showing the area in detail. 

e) A business directory sign shall not identify or be used as an off-premise sign for businesses located outside the 

commercial or industrial park to which the sign relates.   

f) The design standards for business directory signs shall be as follows: 

i the maximum sign area shall not exceed 15m2; and 

ii the sign structure and supports shall be finished utilizing high quality, durable and maintenance-free 

materials. 

g) The lower edge of the sign shall be: 

i mounted at a minimum height of 1.5m above grade; or 
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ii mounted at a height of 1m from the grade of the road that it is viewed from when the sign is located in a 

road right-of-way (and an encroachment agreement is in place), or the sign is located in an area lower 

than the adjacent road.  

7.10.3 Fascia Signs 

a) A fascia sign shall: 

i only display local advertising;  

ii complement the architecture and colour scheme of the building Facade;  

iii not cover more than 20% of the visible area of the Facade of each wall of the building where  it is located; 

iv provide a minimum of 0.6m of separation between adjacent board and  fascia signs;  

v be no lower than 2.5m above grade; 

vi not extend above the uppermost eaveline of the building;  

vii not project more than 0.6m over a street or public property; and  

viii be located primarily on the wall(s) facing a street, or any other wall provided the sign is complementary to 

the principal sign in size and style. 

7.10.4 Freestanding & Consolidated Signs 

a) Consolidated signs shall meet all the requirements for a freestanding sign, regardless of the number of businesses 

being advertised on the sign. 

b) Only one (1) freestanding sign per parcel may be erected. 

c) Freestanding signs shall be separated by a minimum distance of 30m from any sign on an adjacent parcel. 

d) Freestanding signs should meet the following requirements in the C1 (Downtown Commercial) and C3 (Transitional 

Commercial) Districts: 

i have a sign area no greater than 4.65m2; and 

ii not exceed a maximum height above grade of 6m. 

e) In Residential Districts the maximum area and height of freestanding signs shall be determined by the 

Development Authority; 

f) In all other Districts not mentioned above, where a freestanding sign is a listed use, the freestanding sign shall: 

i have a sign area no greater than 7m2; and  

ii not exceed the maximum height above grade of 6m. 

g) Freestanding signs for the C5 - Shopping Centre District, C6 ς Regional Shopping Centre District or Direct Control 

District allowing primarily commercial uses are subject to the following regulations: (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

i only one (1) multi-panel sign per commercial street frontage may be allowed for each district shopping 

centre for the purpose of identifying the centre and the tenants collectively; and 

ii the maximum sign area (per sign) shall be 30m2 and shall not exceed the maximum height above grade of 

10m.  

h) Notwithstanding clause 7.10.4 (b) within the C5 - Shopping Centre District or the C6 ς Regional Shopping Centre 

District, a second freestanding sign may be allowed for standalone buildings, including but not limited to, gas bars, 

located on the same site as the principal building or district shopping centre provided that: (amended, b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 
i a distance of 50m is maintained between freestanding signs; and 

ii the second freestanding sign area is not to exceed 5m2 and not exceed the maximum height above grade 

of 6m. 

i) The bottom edge of any freestanding sign: 

i shall be a minimum of 2.5m above grade in any commercial and industrial district; and 

ii shall be determined by the Development Authority in all residential districts where such signs are allowed. 

j) The placement of freestanding signs shall not interfere with vehicle parking or traffic circulation. 

k) Freestanding signs that include an electronic message centre may only be allowed in commercial, industrial and 

community services districts. 
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7.10.5 Neighbourhood Identification Sign  

a) A neighbourhood identification sign should meet the following requirements: 

i be professionally designed and maintained; 

ii the appearance and contents of the sign shall be approved by the Development Officer; 

iii be located on public utility lands or on private property adjacent to the entry of the neighbourhood; 

iv not exceed 12m2 in area unless the sign is more than 100m from a roadway and is approved by the 

Development Officer; and 

v only allow for one (1) sign for each entrance to the subdivision. 

b) A neighbourhood identification sign should be located on a public utility parcel.  A neighbourhood identification 

sign may be located on a: 

i municipal reserve parcel; or 

ii street right-of-way, where it shall be placed either on a boulevard or a median on streets of a major 

collector standard or less. 

7.10.6 Painted Wall Murals 

a) A painted wall mural may only be allowed in commercial, public use or industrial districts, or on an existing public 

use or commercial use building located within a residential district. 

b) All murals should be painted on dibond, alucobest or any other product considered to be the current standard for 

the creation of murals on external walls.  By not applying the mural directly to the exterior wall, degradation of the 

mural is reduced and enables the mural to be relocated, if required.   

c) Any proposed mural exceeding a two-storey height is at the discretion of the Development Authority. 

d) A mural may only be considered on a wall that is considered a side or rear wall of a building on the parcel, and if it 

enhances: 

i walls leading into lanes or rear parking facilities;  

ii walls that enclose a pedestrian walkway;  

iii walls that can be viewed from a street or that comprise a corner parcel; or 

iv streetscapes viewed from Highway 2A, Highway 12/50th Avenue, as these walls will be considered a 

priority. 

e) Any proposed mural that is located within the Downtown Area Redevelopment Plan Architectural Guidelines 

Overlay: Old Town Main Street District Mixed Use should be based on any photograph or compilation of 

photographs from the Lacombe and District Historical Society or any private photograph or artist's depiction that 

represents a scene or picture depicting a local event, person, place or activity that portrays life in Lacombe and 

environs in a period setting.  All private photographs and artist depictions should be reviewed and approved by the 

Lacombe and District Historical Society (or its equivalent) to ensure that the event or person is authentic and 

appropriate to the history and/or culture of Lacombe.   

f) Any proposed mural that is located outside the Downtown Area Redevelopment Plan Architectural Guidelines 

Overlay: Old Town Main Street District Mixed Use may contain other scenes that represent an event or activity 

that influenced the community or is significant in a regional context.  Approval of any theme depicted is at the 

discretion of the Development Authority, with input provided by the Art Collection Committee (or its equivalent). 

g) Any application to the Development Authority for a wall mural should consist of the following information:  

i the completed Development Permit application form;  

ii the appropriate fee established by Council;  

iii the original or any copy (slide, digital, or other means of duplication) of the approved photograph or 
photographs as referenced in clause 7.10.6(e), and the submission of a written historic commentary in 
support of the application;  

iv a statement of the manufacturer, grade and quality of paint and finishing coats, and the expected life of 
the mural; 

v photographs or digital images of the existing wall taken from the typical viewing angle and/or distance 
that the mural will be seen, as well as the orientation of the wall, as there is a preference for north-facing 
walls; and 
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vi a letter from the owner of the building, if the owner is not the applicant, stating consent and support for 
the application. 

h) The Development Authority may require, as part of the application for Development Permit for a painted wall 

mural, written confirmation, in a form and on terms and conditions satisfactory to the Development Authority that 

arrangements are in place with respect to access to the mural for maintenance and related purposes.  Such 

arrangements may include, at the discretion of the Development Authority, but are not limited to, a working and 

maintenance agreement or an easement agreement registered against title to the appropriate lands.   

7.10.7 Painted Wall Signs  

a) Painted wall signs may only be located in commercial or industrial districts. 

b) Painted wall signs may only consist of logos, pictures or simple copy. 

c) Any painted wall sign that has a heritage theme or local significance may be maintained even though the business 

to which the sign relates no longer exists. 

7.10.8 Projecting Signs  

a) Subject to the provisions in this Part, projecting signs should only be located in a commercial or industrial district. 

b) One (1) projecting sign per wall(s) facing a street may be allowed, providing the sign complies with the following 

sign area requirements as follows:  

i in the C1 (Downtown Commercial), C2 (Neighbourhood Commercial) ,C3 (Transitional Commercial) and 

UC (University Commercial) Districts, a projecting sign may have a maximum sign area of 1m2; 

ii in the C4 (Highway Commercial), C5 (Shopping Centre) or C6 (Regional Shopping Centre) District, a 

projecting sign may have a maximum sign area of 1.5m2; (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

iii in the I1 Light Industrial and I2 - Heavy Industrial Districts, a projecting sign may have a maximum sign 

area of 2m2. 

c) The top of a projecting sign shall not exceed the eaveline, or the roofline, or the top of the second storey window 

head, or 6 m above grade, whichever is least. 

d) The lower limit of the sign area should be the lower limit of the lintel or the window head, but in no case shall the 

projecting sign be lower than 2.5m above grade. 

e) Projecting signs shall not project more than 1m over that portion of a public street that contains the public 

sidewalk and an encroachment agreement with the municipality is required. 

f) On corner sites, a projecting sign shall be placed at equal angles to the walls that form the corner, and on all other 

buildings at right angles to the wall. 

 

7.11 Class 3 Signs 

7.11.1 Cluster Signs 

a) A cluster sign shall: 

i only be allowed in the CS - Community Services District; 

ii only advertise businesses or community facilities within 150m of the sign location; 

iii advertise more than one business with no one business occupying more than one sign panel; 

iv be double faced with identical copy on each face; 

v not exceed 30m2 of copy area, with no one business or community facility copy area exceeding 4.65m2 on 

each sign face; and 

vi not exceed 10m in height, with a bottom edge 2.5m above grade. 

b) Only one (1) cluster sign shall be allowed per parcel. 

c) A cluster sign may be located within 30m of another sign, so long as the cluster sign application is supported by 

stamped engineered drawings. 

d) Automatic changeable copy may be allowed if: 

i it forms no more than 50% of the copy area of a sign; and 
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ii It is restricted to local advertising only with the exception of not for profit organizations and community 

sponsored events. 

7.11.2 Roof Signs 

a) A roof sign may only be located in the I1 - Light Industrial and I2 - Heavy Industrial Districts, or in the C3 - 

Transitional Commercial District on the west side of 46 Street alongside the rail line.   

b) The height of a roof sign shall not project more than 1.2m beyond the highest point of a pitched roof, and on any 

flat roof the maximum height shall be 1.8m. Further, in the C3 - Transitional Commercial District, the height of a 

roof sign shall not exceed the maximum height of the District. 

c) The maximum sign area for roof signs shall be 7m2 and shall not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the length of the roof 

on which it is mounted, whichever is less. 

d) A roof sign shall not be erected with visible means of support unless architecturally integrated with the building 

upon which it is located. 

7.11.3 Sponsorship Signs 

a) A sponsorship sign may be allowed in the CS - Community Services District in which a community, culture and 

recreation facility is situated. This bylaw only regulates exterior signage related to such facilities. 

b) A Development Permit is required for all sponsorship signage. One Development Permit may be applied for all 

exterior signage associated with the facility. 

c) A sponsorship sign may not be located in a manner that blocks views of natural open space. 

d) A sponsorship sign shall be limited to the name, symbol and/or slogan of sponsor or product. Signs shall not display 

the name or image of any alcohol, drug or tobacco product. 

e) A sponsorship sign should be affixed to integral parts of the facility, including but not limited to fences, 

scoreboards, bleachers or play surface. Free-standing signs will not be allowed, with the exception of those signs 

intended to list the names of donors. Only one (1) free-standing sign of this nature is allowed per facility. 

f) All sponsorship signs should be oriented towards the inside of the facility as the primary intent of all signs is that 

they are to be viewed by users of the facility. 

g) Sponsorship signs attached to buildings will be limited to one (1) per eligible building face.  

h) All sponsorship signs shall be maintained to a standard satisfactory to the City. 

i) Sponsorship signage may not be illuminated when the facility is not in use. All lighting should be necessary for the 

facility operation, not specifically for the sign. 

j) Design standards for sponsorship signage shall be as follows: 

i The maximum sign area shall not exceed 4.25m2;  

ii The number of identical signs on one (1) site shall be limited to three (3). 

 

7.12 Temporary Signs 

7.12.1 Temporary Signs on Private Lands 

a) A Development Permit is not needed for a temporary sign. 

b) The owner of the private lands shall be allowed: 

i one (1) temporary sign per parcel for the sole purpose of local advertising or an event with which the 

business is associated with; and 

ii additional temporary signs, per the regulations of 7.3.2(e) and (f), the number of which is to the discretion 

of the Development Authority.  

c) Temporary signs shall be located wholly within the property lines of private lands except where the City gives 

permission for the placement of an A-board sign in 7.9.1(b), or a directional sign, which may be subject to 

conditions imposed by the Development Authority.  No temporary sign over 1m in height shall be placed within the 

corner visibility triangle. 

d) The maximum size of a temporary sign located on private land shall be 4.65m2. 

e) All sign supports shall be placed on private property. 
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7.12.2 Temporary Signs on Public Lands 

a) The City may make available locations for temporary signs on City property. 

b) A new business (in operation for less than six (6) months) or a community group may apply to locate a temporary 

sign on City property.  The approval of locations is on a first come, first serve basis, and at the discretion of the 

Development Authority. 

c) All off-premise temporary signs are subject to a signed agreement for a 21-day display period.  Community events 

may apply to redisplay the same sign/event sixty (60) days after the ending of the previous advertising period.   

d) Temporary signs may only be located in two (2) locations at one time as designated by the Temporary Sign Map (as 

updated by the Development Authority). 

e) The maximum size of a temporary sign located on public lands shall be 4.65m2. 

f) The Development Officer may choose to waive any regulations of this part, subject to approval by the Chief 

Administrative Officer. 



Page | 73 
 

 

Part - 8 SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS  

8.1 Access and Driveways  

8.1.1 Except where existing or planned traffic volumes indicate that a greater distance is required to improve or 

maintain traffic safety and efficiency, the minimum allowable distance from an intersection other than the 

laneway to a private access or driveway should be: 

a) 6m where the driveway serves not more than eight (8) dwelling units; or 

b) 15.25m for all other uses; or   

c) ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ.  

 

8.1.2 Driveways and access points shall not be allowed onto an arterial road, unless approved by the Development 

Authority.   

 

8.1.3 Where a Development Permit has been applied for and proposes a driveway or access, the approval of the 

driveway or access is subject to approval of the Development Authority.  Unless otherwise approved by the 

Development Authority, the maximum number of driveways/accesses to a property should be one.   

 

8.1.4 The Development Authority approves the width of the driveway/access where it connects with the street, with 

consideration to the landscaping requirements for front yards, found in clause 8.13.8 and 8.13.9.   

 

8.1.5 The minimum angle for a driveway or access to a use, which generates high traffic volumes, should be 70 degrees. 

 

8.1.6 All access points, including driveways, entering from a hard surfaced street, shall be hard surfaced from the street 

a minimum of 6m into the property.   

 

8.1.7 To ensure that the movement of traffic is both safe and efficient, driveways and access points are not allowed 

unless alternative access is unavailable on the streets identified in Part 15 ς Land Use District Map(s). 
 

Access and Driveways: Residential Driveways 

8.1.8 When a parcel has side property lines that are not perpendicular to the frontage one side of the driveway may be 

widened to parallel a side property line. 

 

8.1.9 Residential driveways connecting to the street should be designed so that there is a landscaping strip measuring a 

minimum of 1m on one side of each driveway.  

a) Provided that there is a landscaping strip on one side of the residential front driveway, the minimum distance 

between driveways serving single detached units, semi-detached and duplex dwelling units, or any form of 

multiunit residential other than an apartment building may be nil. (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) (Amended, b.400.24, 

03/09/2020) 

 

8.1.10 The Development Authority shall identify a maximum width of driveway permitted, considering lot size, shape, 

proximity to other access points (e.g. driveways and streets) and the provision of on-street parking.  Unless 

otherwise permitted by the Development Authority, the maximum width of a driveway where it meets the street 

shall be 10m. (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

 

8.1.11 Where a front Garage is provided, the front driveway should not be wider than the width of the Garage where the 

driveway meets the street and hard surfacing shall be provided to the Garage doors.   

 

8.1.12 Where an additional driveway from the street or a parking pad located in the front yard is approved by the 

Development Authority, the driveway and any associated parking spaces shall be hard-surfaced. (amended, b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 
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8.1.13 Where the lane is paved, rear parking facilities shall be hard surfaced from the lane to a minimum of 6m into the 

property.   Where the lane is not paved, the rear parking facility may be all weather surfaced and shall measure a 

minimum of 6m into the property.  

 

8.1.14 Where a Garage entrance connects to a paved lane, the driveway or apron to the Garage shall be hard surfaced.  

Where the Garage entrance connects to an all weather lane, the driveway or apron to the Garage may be all 

weather surfaced.   

 

8.1.15 Where a development either proposes to have a number of residential units on a lot, or proposes to subdivide one 

existing district lot into multiple district lots, the approval of the width and location of front driveways shall be to 

the discretion of the Development Authority.  Lot size, proximity to other access points (e.g. driveways and streets) 

and the provision of on-street parking shall all be considered. (Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

 

Access and Driveways: Non Residential Districts 

8.1.16 Front access points from the street should not exceed 15m in width, unless otherwise approved by the City 

Engineer. 
 

8.1.17 There should be a minimum of 30m of landscaped area between driveways and accesses unless otherwise 

approved by the City Engineer.  If the 30m cannot be achieved, the maximum access width shall be 10m unless 

otherwise approved by the City Engineer. 

 

8.2 Accessory Buildings 

8.2.1 Where a structure is attached to the principal building on a parcel by a roof, an open or enclosed structure, a floor 

or a foundation, it is to be considered as part of the principal building and not as an accessory building.  
 

8.2.2 No accessory building or any portion thereof shall be erected or placed within the front yard of any parcel.   
 

8.2.3 No accessory building or any portion shall be erected or located on or over an easement or utility right-of-way 

unless authorized by the Development Authority. 
 

8.2.4 An accessory building on an interior parcel shall be situated so that the exterior wall is at least 0.9m from the side 

and rear boundaries of the parcel. 
 

8.2.5 Notwithstanding clause 8.2.4, an accessory building or any portion thereof may be erected or placed on the rear or 

side parcel boundary common to two parcels provided the accessory building serves the two abutting parcels.  The 

Development Authority shall require the registration of a Party Wall Agreement to be registered against title to the 

affected parcels. 
 

8.2.6 An accessory building on a corner parcel shall not be situated closer to the street than the minimum yard setback 

of the principal building.  It shall not be closer than 0.9m from the other side parcel boundary or the rear parcel 

boundary, unless located in the C1 - Downtown Commercial District where the setbacks of that District apply. 
 

8.2.7 All accessory buildings shall have an exterior finish that will match or compliment the principal building on the 

parcel. 
 

8.2.8 Accessory buildings are subordinate to the principal use/building on the parcel and so the site layout shall ensure 

that the principal building is the dominant building on site. 
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8.3 Alternative Energy Collecting and Storing Devices 

8.3.1 Solar Energy Devices 

a) Solar energy devices and all components associated with the devices shall meet the setback and height coverage 

requirements of the district in which they are placed. 

b) Solar energy devices attached to a principal or accessory building should be integrated with the roof or 

wall/structure. The mounted panel:  

i should not project more than 0.15m from the surface of the building; 

ii should not project vertically more than 1m above the roof line in residential districts, and not more than 

1.8m above the roof line in all other districts, where located on buildings with flat roofs; and  

iii should not extend beyond the outermost edge of the roof or wall to which it is mounted. 

c) Solar energy devices not attached to a building shall: 

i be located in a side or rear yard only; 

ii not exceed 2.5m in height above the ground; and 

iii be screened from adjacent properties with a fence, landscaping or other means of screening, to the 

satisfaction of the Development Authority. 

8.3.2 Geothermal Energy Devices 

a) Geothermal Energy Devices shall ensure the underground components meet the required setbacks for accessory 

and accessory residential buildings in the district. 

b) In the case of above ground components, the geothermal energy devices shall: 

i in a residential district, be subject to the district requirements for an accessory residential building on the 

parcel where the device is located; 

ii in all other districts, be subject to the district requirements for a principal building on the parcel where 

the device is located. 

c) Not require a Development Permit, subject to meeting the requirements of the district in which they are located. 

8.3.3 Wind Turbine Generators  

a) Within residential districts, wind turbine generators shall: 

i only be allowed on parcels with an area in excess of 2,000m²; 

ii have a minimum height (measured from grade to the highest vertical extension of the blades) of 10m to a 

maximum height of 20m. 

b) Within non-residential districts, wind turbine generators, the height of the turbine (measured from grade to the 

highest vertical extension of the blades) shall not exceed 45m;  

c) Collapsible wind turbine generators shall be setback from the side and rear yards 30% of the tower height or 11m, 

whichever is greater;  

d) Rigid wind turbine generators shall be setback from the side and rear yards, 60% of the tower height or 11m 

whichever is greater; 

e) Landscaping shall be provided to the satisfaction of the Development Authority, with the base to be landscaped 

with grass or contained within a planting bed, and shall be kept clean and free of overgrown vegetation or refuse;  

f) Anti-climbing devices shall be incorporated into the design of the wind turbine generator to the satisfaction of the 

Development Authority; 

g) A minimum vertical blade clearance from grade shall be 7.62m; 

h) No moving part of the wind turbine generator shall traverse above an adjacent lot; 

i) Wind turbine generators shall be removed from a property within six (6) months of date of their decommissioning. 
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8.4 Building Orientation and Design for Principal Buildings 

8.4.1 Notwithstanding any other regulations in this Land Use Bylaw, the Development Authority should assess the size, 

location, design, character and appearance of any building, series of buildings, structure or sign proposed to be 

erected or located in any District and consider the following to help determine compatibility:  

a) the historical character of the development with regards to the Overlay Districts of 14.4 Downtown Area 

Redevelopment Plan Architectural Guidelines Overlay and 14.5 Historic District Area Overlay;  

b) the character of development on adjacent lands including, but not necessarily limited to, facing materials, roof 

pitches, eave depth, building mass, and architectural detailing; 

c) the effect the development will have on adjacent parcels;  

d) amenities such as daylight, sunlight and privacy; and 

e) any adopted Outline Plans that provide guidance on building orientation, site design and architectural standards.  

These include but are not necessarily limited to: 

i Iron Wolf Outline Plan;  

ii Henner Heights Outline Plan; (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

iii Midway Centre Outline Plan; 

iv Metcalf Ridge Outline Plan; 

                      v     Town of Lacombe East REHDI Outline Plan (added, b.400.23, 07/8/2019)  

8.4.2 Public entrances to buildings should be delineated through the use of gables, parapets, awnings or other 

architectural features.  A delineated hard-surfaced pedestrian access to the public entrance from the street and 

from any required parking shall be provided. 
 

8.4.3 Rooflines and Facades of large buildings with a single wall greater than 30m in length fronting onto a street shall 

be designed to reduce the visual massing through the use of architectural elements such as columns, ribs, recessed 

niche, pilaster or piers, changes in plane (recesses or projections), changes in building finish, built in planters, 

murals, material or texture, to create an identifiable pattern and address human scale. 
 

8.4.4 Facades fronting onto a street for non-residential buildings should have a recognizable base and top consisting of, 

but not limited to, cornice treatments, other than just coloured stripes or bands, with integrally textured materials 

such as stone or other masonry or differently coloured materials. 
 

8.4.5 Facades fronting a street shall have a minimum of two (2) finished materials, with no single material to cover more 

than 80% of the exposure. 

a) The Facade treatment shall wrap around the side of the building a minimum of 1m to provide a consistent profile 

to the front and side of the building. On parcels where there is more than one Facade visible to a public roadway, 

this treatment may be required to extend beyond 1m, or additional Facade treatments may be required subject to 

ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ 

b) ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƭƻǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎtural style 

shall address both streets.  Wrap around architectural features are encouraged. 

8.4.6 All developments are encouraged to place an emphasis on the interface between public, semi-public and private 

space through the use of elements including, but not limited to front porches, verandas and balconies to increase 

their permeability and spatial quality. 
 

8.5 Care Residences 

8.5.1 While identified as a discretionary use, discretion is to be limited as to whether the intensity and form (building 

style) of development is appropriate for the land use district.  The occupancy of the care residence is not to play a 

factor in determining whether a care residence is an appropriate development. (Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017)  
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8.5.2 The facility shall have permanent staff on-site. The number of staff that will be required to meet the expected 

supervision and care for the residents living on site and the number of staff working on-site shall be provided in 

the Development Permit application.  
 

8.5.3 The Development Authority may request that a summary of the rules and regulations for the facility be provided 

and considered as part of the Development Permit application. 
 

8.5.4 The development standards for a care residence shall be in accordance with the standards assigned within the 

district it is located.  
 

8.5.5 Where a care residence is located in a residential district, the architectural style of the care residence should 

reflect and compliment the residential development of the surrounding neighbourhood.   
 

8.5.6 The building style in the district where the care residence operates shall be a use within the district (e.g. care 

residences in the R1 (Residential Detached) District shall be contained within a single detached dwelling unit or 

within a commercial district shall be as an accessory dwelling unit).   
 

8.5.7 Care residences are limited to the general density requirements established for the district and for each building 

typology (for example, in the R4 - Residential Mixed, R5 - Residential Multi Unit Dwelling) or R6 - Residential 

Apartment Districts).   
 

8.5.8 The landscaping standards for a care residence shall be in accordance with the landscaping requirements (Section 

8.13) established for each building and district typology.   
 

8.5.9 Parking requirements for a care residence shall be in accordance with Section 8.18.  
 

8.6 Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) (deleted, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 
 

8.7 Dangerous Goods 

8.7.1 Prior to making any decision on a development application which involves a dangerous goods occupancy or 

development on adjacent land or in close proximity to any dangerous goods occupancy, the Development 

Authority shall refer the development proposal to the appropriate regulatory authority for comments. 
 

8.8 Demolition   

8.8.1 Development Permits for demolitions may include conditions that relate to the method of demolition, 

requirements to minimize the impact of demolition, and any such requirement that the Development Officer or 

Authority deem appropriate to ensure a safe environment that minimizes impact on neighbouring properties.   
 

8.8.2 The Development Officer shall refer all approved Development Permits for demolitions to an accredited Safety 

Codes Officer so that a building permit can be issued, ensuring that all work related to the demolition is carried out 

in accordance with Alberta Building Code and the Safety Codes Act. 
 

8.8.3 The Development Authority shall circulate a notice to all affected utility companies having service lines and/or 

facility equipment on the land or in the building intended to be demolished. The Development Authority shall 

require confirmation of all line closures and any metering equipment removed prior to the issuance of a building 

permit authorizing the work to commence.  
 

8.8.4 In the case of a building in the Historic District Area Overlay, notwithstanding clause 8.8.1 through 8.8.3 above, the 

process for an application for a demolition permit shall be considered a discretionary use for all principal buildings 

aged fifty (50) years and older. The demolition approval process for historical buildings is detailed in Section 14.5 

Historic District Area Overlay. 
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8.8.5 Where a demolition is subject to clause 8.8.4, but is required due to immediate health or safety concerns, the 

Development Authority may choose to waive any or all requirements of demolition found in Section 14.5 Historic 

District Area Overlay to ensure public safety.   
 

8.9 Drinking Establishments 

8.9.1 Development applications for drinking establishment should meet the following requirements: 

a) not allow openings, such as a public entrance door, an opening window, an outdoor patio or balcony, on a side of 

the subject building that faces or abuts a residential district or a lane or road separating the site from a residential 

district. This prohibition does not apply to emergency exits, loading-bay doors or non-opening windows; 

b) parking facilities located adjacent to a residential area shall be screened to the satisfaction of the Development 

Authority; 

c) lighting shall be provided on-site to the satisfaction of the Development Authority so as to minimize the potential 

impact on any adjacent residential uses; and  

d) subject to the requirements of the Safety Codes Act, as amended, outdoor patios should be designed so that they 

are only accessible via the indoor portion of the drinking establishment.  

 

8.10 Food Production and Microbrewery Facilities  

8.10.1 All development applications for food production (major), microbrewery (minor and major) shall be accompanied 

by the following information: 

a) an estimated quality and quantity of waste water effluent (m³/day and m³/year); and 

b) a written analysis by a professional engineer identifying whether the Development AuthorityΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ 

the capacity to supply the food production facility without negatively impacting the maximum daily demand and 

fire-flow capacity of the existing water system. 

 

8.10.2 Where the Development Authority determines that the pre-treatment effluent significantly exceeds the toxicity 

limits as identified in the relevant Development Authority bylaw or policies, a pre-treatment plan, to the 

satisfaction of the Development Authority shall be submitted. 

 

8.10.3 The Development Authority may require, as a condition of the Development Permit, ongoing estimates and 

information regarding the effluents released from the development to ensure that the accepted pre-treatment 

requirements are meeting the Development AuthorityΩǎ ǊŜǉǳirements.  Should the pre-treatment plan be required 

to be altered, the Development Authority will work with the applicant to identify appropriate steps and timelines 

for implementation with costs to be paid by the applicant. 

 

8.10.4 The Development Authority may require that the applicant provide additional measures on the development site 

with regards to wastewater discharge treatment and discharge volumes to ensure that the cƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ Ŏŀƴ 

accommodate the proposed development.  All costs are to be at the applicant's expense.   

 

8.10.5 The Development Authority may require that the applicant submit a noise, odour and/or traffic impact assessment 

for review. These assessments should identify the abatement measures which will be undertaken to reduce impact 

on neighbouring properties. 

 

8.10.6 All applications shall identify whether any accessory development uses, such as on-site retail sales, a retail liquor 

store, a restaurant and/or drinking establishment will accompany the development. The Development Authority 

may approve or refuse any or all accessory uses for the facility. Should the applicant wish to develop these uses at 

a later date, a separate Development Permit application will be required. 

 

8.10.7 Within the industrial districts, the Development Authority may consider accessory uses (limited to restaurant, 

liquor store, retail store and/or drinking establishment) as part of a microbrewery application, despite these uses 

not being listed as a use within the industrial district. Where the accessory uses are not found as a listed use within 



Page | 79 
 

the underlying District, the total square footage of the unlisted, accessory uses shall be limited to no more than 

50m² to ensure these uses remain accessory to the principal use. 

 

8.11 Garbage Storage 
8.11.1 As part of a Development Permit approval for any commercial, industrial or residential building containing five (5) 

or more dwelling units on a parcel, a minimum of one (1) commercial garbage bin should be provided on site.  

Further garbage bins may be required in accordance with the requirements of the Development Authority.   
  

8.11.2 A commercial garbage bin measures approximately 1.5m in depth by 1.8m in length and 1.5m in height.  A vertical 

clearance of 5m measured from the road grade is required for mechanical truck arm lift.  An area clear of 

obstruction measuring a horizontal distance of 4m from the forward side-wall of the garbage bin in the direction of 

truck travel is required for efficient garbage pickup.  The dimensions of the required enclosure are illustrated in 

Figure 8.1.  Should commercial garbage pick-up be arranged through a private company, the clearance distance 

required should be determined by the applicant and approved by the Development Authority.   

 

8.11.3 Garbage bin(s) placed on private land should be placed in a screened enclosure that has no roof structure or front 

gate/wall, and should be located in the side or rear yard.  The enclosure should provide a minimum 0.3m clearance 

from all sides of the garbage bin. (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019)  

 

8.11.4 Garbage bin locations on parcels not served by a lane shall be located to the satisfaction of the Development 

Authority. 

FIGURE 8.1:  GARBAGE ENCLOSURE MEASUREMENTS   
 

 

8.12 Infill Development Standards 

8.12.1 To ensure that the integrity and character of established neighbourhoods (including commercial and industrial 

districts) are enhanced through the redevelopment process, development standards for infill development are 
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required. To achieve this purpose and objective, this Section contains regulations that can be equitably applied to 

all redevelopment projects. 
 

8.12.2 Retention of Mature Landscaping and Trees  

a) Existing mature soft landscaping should be retained wherever possible and planting of trees beyond the 

requirements of the Land Use Bylaw is encouraged in order to maintain and enhance the existing tree coverage. 

i Where mature tree(s) are removed for (re)development, please see clause 8.13.11 Environmental 

Conservation for guidelines; and  

ii A landscaping plan, subject to approval of the Development Authority, may be required to show the 

location of any new trees to be planted.  

8.12.3 Sustainable Building Design 

a) Building and site design should incorporate sustainable features such as solar energy, day lighting, recycling, reuse 

of water, on-site infiltration of stormwater, low-water landscaping, energy efficient lighting, and other sustainable 

features. 

8.12.4 Setbacks ς Site Development 

a) The purpose of this provision is to ensure proposed site development and redevelopment is compatible with 

existing development and the long term visions of the City. In order to achieve this aim, special consideration will 

be given to the building locations to ensure the setbacks are compatible with the character of the neighbourhood.  

Specifically, front yard setbacks where redevelopment is occurring on a site should apply the front yard setback of 

the properties immediately adjacent to the property being developed. (Added, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

8.12.5 Sensitive Development 

a) The purpose of these provisions is to ensure development and redevelopment that is compatible with existing 

development and the long term visions of the City. In order to achieve this aim, the Development Authority may 

require additional conditions to ensure development is sensitive to the scale, form, and character of the 

neighbourhood, with special considerations for the transition to existing adjacent buildings. 

8.12.6 Screening and Compatibility of Uses and Districts 

a) To ensure compatibility between different uses and districts, the Development Authority may require enhanced 

screening from any non-residential use or district which is adjacent to a residential district. 

i Screening shall be determined by the Development Authority considering the potential impact the use has 

on adjacent properties; 

ii Screening may be provided through solid fencing or landscaping; and 

b) The Development Authority may require enhanced screening for any multi-attached housing structure which is 

adjacent to a detached dwelling. (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

8.12.7 Active Transportation Development 

a) As infill development occurs, it offers the ability to improve upon existing active transportation infrastructure.  The 

Development Authority will work with the developer to ensure that where required, sidewalks and trails, either 

provided as easements or developed off-site, are provided with redevelopment.  It will be the responsibility of the 

developer to ensure that this infrastructure is provided.    

 

8.13 Landscaping, Environmental Considerations and Crime Prevention through Environmental Design 

(CPTED)   (Amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

8.13.1 Where required, the Developer shall submit a detailed landscape design plan for approval by the Development 

Officer in compliance with the landscaping regulations specified herein.  Landscape plans will be submitted and 

approved prior to the issuance of a Development Permit.  Landscape plans prepared by landscape design 

specialists are preferred but not a formal requirement.   (Amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 
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8.13.2 The minimum area of a parcel to be landscaped shall be as set out in Table 8.1.  All areas which are not covered by 

structures, hard surfaced driveways and parking facilities shall be subject to the requirements within this section.   

 

TABLE 8.1: MINIMUM LANDSCAPED AREA  (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019)  

Land Use District Landscaped Area (minimum) 

R1 (Residential Detached) 

R1-N (Residential Detached Narrow) 

R2 (Residential Single & Semi-Detached) 

R3 (Residential Modular Home) ς 
Individually Titled Lots 

R4 (Residential Mixed)  

 

 

See 8.13.8 

R5 (Residential Multi-Unit Dwelling) 

R6 (Residential Apartment) 

A minimum of 25% of the lot should be landscaped.  

C1 (Downtown Commercial)  

C2 (Neighbourhood Commercial) 

C5 (Shopping Centre) 

C6 (Regional Shopping Centre) 

 

A minimum of 10% of the lot should be landscaped 

including any side yard adjacent to a public roadway; or 

Where the proposed site development does not allow 

the provision of the required landscaping, the 

landscaping plan should consider the placement of 

hanging baskets, potted plants or other items along all 

Facades adjacent to a public roadway.  These 

landscaping features should not be placed on a public 

right-of-way unless a written agreement is entered into 

with the affected parties. 

C3 (Transitional Commercial)  

C4 (Highway Commercial)  

UC (University Commercial) 

CS (Community Services) 

A minimum of 15% of the lot should be landscaped 

including any side yard area adjacent to a public 

roadway. 

I1 (Light Industrial) 

 

A minimum of 25% of the front yard setback should be 

landscaped and any side yard area adjacent to a public 

roadway. 

I2 (Heavy Industrial) A minimum of 20% of the front yard setback should be 

landscaped and any side yard area adjacent to a public 

roadway. 

All other Districts*  A minimum of 15% of the lot should be landscaped and 

any side yard area adjacent to a public roadway. 

 

8.13.3 The landscape design plan shall include the following information: 

a) common botanical name of all proposed trees and shrubs;      

b) calculation of total landscaped area in square metres; and  

c) scale drawings indicating sizes, locations, and botanical names of (any) existing trees and shrubs to be retained.  
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8.13.4 The City should maintain a list of approved species, and should use that list in reviewing and approving landscape 

plans. 
 

8.13.5 In all districts, deciduous trees should be a minimum caliper of 60mm, with the caliper being measured 30.5cm 

above the soil line.  
 

8.13.6 In all districts, coniferous trees should be a minimum height of 2.5m. Height shall be measured from grade to the 

mid-point of the tree leader. 
 

8.13.7 In all districts, shrubs shall be a minimum #2 container class.  
 

8.13.8 The following landscaping standards shall apply to residential development of R1, R1-N, R2, R3 and R4 Districts: 
(amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) (Amended, b.400.24, 03/09/2020) 

a) The residential development of one (1) to six (6) dwelling units on a parcel shall include: (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

i a minimum of one (1) tree or three (3) shrubs (or a combination thereof) per dwelling unit to be located in 

the front yard and be of the minimum sizes specified in clauses 8.13.5 through 8.13.7;  

ii the placement of sod or seed in the front yard, unless another landscaping material has been approved by 

the Development Authority; and 

iii a minimum 25% of the front yard area shall be landscaped, including grass and the required planting. 

b) The residential development of seven (7) or more dwelling units on a parcel shall require: (added, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

i a minimum of 20% of the lot should be landscaped.   

8.13.9 The following landscaping standards should apply to all developments not addressed in clause 8.13.8:  Variances to 

the standards below can be approved at the discretion of the Development Authority.  (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

a) The planting of a minimum of one (1) tree for every 60m² of landscaped area, minimum of three; (amended, b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 
b) The planting of a minimum of one (1) shrub for every 30m² of landscaped area, minimum of three; 

c) A minimum ratio of one (1) coniferous tree to every two (2) deciduous trees; 

d) A minimum ratio of two (2) coniferous shrubs to every three (3) deciduous shrubs; 

e) Be of the minimum sizes specified in Sections 8.13.5 through 8.13.7; 

f) Existing trees may be considered as part of the landscaping quota requirements provided: 

i that the existing trees have a height of 2.5m;  

ii that the earth under the normal spread of branches for the species (measured as an equilateral triangle 

from the top of the tree) remains undisturbed during construction; and  

iii final grades are not significantly changed; 

g) Efforts to maintain existing trees on site shall be made wherever possible; 

h) Appropriate vegetative screening of outdoor storage yards, parking facilities and loading areas from adjacent 

structures and public roadways are to be encouraged; 

i) Where space permits, trees and shrubs shall be planted in groups; 

j) Where relevant, the applicant may be responsible for landscaping of adjacent boulevards and roadway berm;                                      

k) All landscaping in non-residential districts should be: 

i protected by concrete curbs or other approved barriers having a minimum height of 14cm; or 

ii separated from the street or parking facility by a paved, curbed sidewalk. 

l) Unless otherwise denoted on the approved landscaping plan, the landscaped area shall consist of grass and the 

required plantings.  Where an alternate surface material is proposed, such as fake grass or rocks, the plan shall be 

reviewed by the Development Authority and may be approved; and  

m) All landscaped areas shall be maintained and are subject to the other bylaws of the City.   
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8.13.10 Landscaping Security: 

a) Landscaping (and fencing) security will be required in the form of cash or letter of credit in an amount equal to 

100% of the estimated cost of the required landscaping and fencing on the site as estimated by an appropriate 

ǘǊŀŘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦŜŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ  ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ 

than the minimum deposit amount, the minimum deposit amount shall be provided.   

b) Landscaping deposits will be released once an inspection of the site demonstrates that the landscaping has been 

completed in accordance with the approved plan, has been well maintained and is in a healthy condition.  This is in 

addition to any other deposits required, including hard surfacing ς in accordance with clause 8.18.18.   

 

8.13.11 Environmental Conservation 

a) On-site environmental conservation and protection of natural areas shall be encouraged wherever possible in all 

new and existing developments.  The following natural elements shall be conserved: 

i swamps, gullies and natural drainage courses; 

ii unstable land; 

iii land subject to flooding by a 1:100 year flood; 

iv land with a natural gradient of 15% or greater; 

v a strip of land not less than 15m in width along any river, stream, creek or lake, such distance to be 

measured from the top of the bank; and 

vi existing trees and shrubs to the maximum extent possible. 

b) Where mature tree(s) are removed to enable a proposed development, they should be replaced at a 1:1 ratio with 

ǘǊŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ όŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ City owned mature 

tree(s) and landscaping be removed to assist a private development, they shall be replaced at a 1:1 ratio with trees 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȊŜ όŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ.  The 

replacement of existing trees does not preclude the landscaping requirements set out in clauses 8.13.8 and 8.13.9.  
(amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

c) Within the C1 ς Downtown Commercial District, where due to allowance of a 0m setback and allowance for 100% 

parcel coverage, the provisions of 8.13.8 and 8.13.9 may be reduced or waived, subject to approval by the 

Development Authority.  (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019)  

d) Where the planting requirements outlined in Sections 8.13.8 and 8.13.9 are reduced or waived (not including 

within the C1 ς Downtown Commercial District), the Development Authority should require payment in lieu of 

landscaping.  The payment rate shall be established by the Development Authority, considering the cost to plant 

trees in accordance with the landscaping standards set out in this bylaw.  The payment received should be 

allocated to the enhancement of municipal reserve spaces across the community, as determined by the 

Development Authority.  (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

 

8.13.12 Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)    (Added, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

a) All developments in the City of Lacombe are encouraged to be designed in accordance with Crime Prevention 

Through Environmental Design (CPTED).  Site and building design should: 

i provide natural surveillance through the use of lighting and the placing and selection of landscaping 

elements to promote natural observation and maximize the opportunities for people to observe and be 

observed from adjacent areas; 

ii provide access control, through the placing and selection of landscaping elements to physically or subtly 

create a perception of risk for potential offenders while clearly identifying public routes and discouraging 

access to private area and structural elements; and  

iii provide territorial reinforcements through landscaping elements, sidewalks, lighting, fencing, and building 

features which clearly distinguish between public and private spaces. 

b) The Development Authority may require a CPTED analysis to the satisfaction of the Development Officer for all 

major commercial and public use developments that have a requirement for more than one hundred (100) parking 

spaces. 
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c) The Development Authority may include conditions on Development Permits for buildings and land uses to ensure 

adherences to CPTED principles. 

 

8.14 Lighting Standards 

8.14.1 !ƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ΨŘŀǊƪ ǎƪȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΩ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘhat minimize light pollution, glare and 

adverse illumination on adjacent parcels, and maintain night time, on-site safety and security while allowing for 

illumination of structures, landscaping and outdoor displays. 
 

8.14.2 All Development Permit applications for areas other than the R1 (Residential Detached), R1-N (Residential 

Detached Narrow), R2 (Residential Single & Semi-Detached), R3 ς Residential Modular Home District (Individually 

Titled Lots) and R-LI (Residential Light Industrial) Districts should contain details on site lighting, to be approved to 

the satisfaction of the Development Authority. 
 

8.14.3 Where outdoor lighting is required to illuminate a site or building, the lighting shall be located and directed in such 

a manner that it does not:  

a) adversely illuminate adjacent developments; 

b) adversely affect the use, enjoyment or value of any residential property in the area; or 

c) pose a potential hazard to vehicle or pedestrian traffic on highways or roads in the area. 

 

8.14.4 Lighting fixtures should be mounted no higher than 4.0m above grade. Fixtures may be mounted above the 

prescribed height limits provided they are for the purpose of lighting an outdoor deck or patio or are considered 

accent lighting and do not exceed the height of the roof. 
 

8.14.5 All onsite lighting, including lighting on the exterior of a building, shall be located, oriented and baffled so as to not 

create unnecessary glare or light trespass on adjacent properties.  Onsite lighting should ensure that: 

a) all outdoor lighting, with the exception of patio lighting, is attached to a control that automatically extinguishes all 

outdoor lighting by day using a switching device such as a photo-electric switch, programmable lighting controller 

or equivalent; 

b) all light sources provide effective glare control and shielding; 

c) bulbs/lamps are not be visible from adjacent roadways or sidewalks or create glare for motorists, or interfere with 

the visibility of traffic signs or signals; and 

d) lighting used for enhancing landscaping or other site design features have a baffled lamp and do not create glare 

or unnecessary light trespass onto adjacent properties.  

 

8.14.6 Accent lighting may be approved by the Development Authority. 

 

8.15 Mechanized Excavation, Stripping and Grading of Parcels 

8.15.1 If an applicant wishes to grade a parcel in advance of an adoption of an Outline Plan or an approved development 

on site, the mechanized excavation, stripping and grading on a parcel shall be reviewed and will typically be 

processed through entering into an Indemnity Agreement (between the applicant and the City).   
 

8.15.2 A temporary fence shall be erected around all excavations which may be hazardous to the greater public. 
 

8.15.3 Where finished ground elevations are established, all grading shall comply with those elevations. (amended, b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 
 

8.15.4 All parcels shall be graded and all roof drainage directed to ensure that storm water is directed to a public roadway 

without crossing adjacent land, except as allowed by the City. 
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8.15.5 An erosion control plan shall be submitted as part of the Indemnity Agreement.   Natural erosion control measures 

shall be provided within the plan. The erosion control plan shall be to the satisfaction of the Development 

Authority. 

 

8.16 Objects Prohibited or Restricted in Yards 

8.16.1 The following objects are restricted in yards:  

a) within a residential district on a residential parcel, a holiday trailer, motorhome or camper may be used for living 

and sleeping accommodation a maximum of thirty (30) days per annum. 

8.16.2 The following objects are prohibited in yards:  

a) vehicles of more than 5,550kg (GVW) and/or a length of 6.3m and parked or stored in a residential district, 

excepting recreational vehicles; and 

b) temporary buildings, unless otherwise approved by the Development Authority, in the districts where they are 

listed as either a discretionary or permitted use.   

 

8.17 Other Provincial Acts and Regulations 

8.17.1 Municipal Historical Resource 

a) A Bylaw designating specific parcels of land within the municipality as a Municipal Historic Resource under the 

Historical Resources Act, as amended, is deemed to form part of this Land Use Bylaw. 

 

8.17.2 Development in Proximity to Oil and Gas Wells 

a) In accordance with the Subdivision and Development Regulation, no building shall be constructed within 100m of 

the well head of a gas or oil well, unless, in the opinion of the Development Authority, it is an infill development or 

is otherwise approved in writing by the Alberta Energy Resources Conservation Board. 

b) In accordance with the Subdivision and Development Regulation, development that would result in permanent 

additional overnight accommodation or public facilities, as defined by the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER), shall be 

in excess of 100m from the well head of a gas or oil well, unless, in the opinion of the Development Authority, it is 

an infill development or is otherwise approved in writing by the AER. 

 

8.17.3 Development in Proximity to Railways  

a) Consultation with the railways shall be required when a potential development is proposed for a: 

i development or redevelopment proposal in proximity to rail facilities or for a proposal for rail-serviced 

industrial parks; 

ii road and utility infrastructure work which may affect a rail facility; 

iii transportation plan that incorporates freight transportation issues; and 

iv all new, expanded or modified rail facilities. 

b) Proposed developments which may be adversely affected by noise, dust and fumes from railways should be 

encouraged to locate where there is adequate separation from these corridors and/or to incorporate sound 

barriers or landscaped buffers to mitigate these impacts.  Property owners should be informed of any required 

mitigation measures required to ensure proximity issues are addressed now and into the future.  

c) Where rail operations include legal agreements which may affect adjacent property owners, legal agreements and 

caveats should be registered on Land Title for the affected properties, with the purpose of providing notice to 

future property owners.  

d) Development reviews which identify the suitability of a proposed use, considering the identification of noise, 

vibration and other emissions, and include mitigation requirements should be provided for: 

i residential or other sensitive land uses proposed within areas subject to be influenced by the railway (to 

the opinion of the Development Authority); 

ii development in close proximity to rail facilities; and 
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iii significant rail facility expansions that bring rail activities closer to sensitive, residential and public use 

lands. 

e) Sensitive land uses proposed adjacent to railway corridors shall be buffered and/or separated through setbacks, 

fencing, site grading, berms and landscaping to prevent adverse effects from noise, vibration, odour, fumes, and to 

promote safety (ie. site access and crossing reviews, setbacks, sightlines).  Setbacks and berm are intended to 

provide protective buffers and barriers to reduce the risks from a train derailment or other incidents and also to 

provide some noise and vibration attenuation. 

f) Notwithstanding the regulations set forth in clause 8.17.3(a) through (e), the Development Authority should give 

due consideration to the recommendations set forth in the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Guidelines 

for New Development in Proximity to Railway Operations when considering Development Permit applications in 

close proximity to railway operations.  

i Dwelling Units should not be located within 30m of the north-south railway line; and (added, b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 

ii Dwelling Units should not be located within 15m of the east-west railway line. (added, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

 

8.17.4 Development Setbacks from Wastewater Treatment Plants 

a) In accordance with the Subdivision and Development Regulation, unless the development is approved in writing by 

the approving Deputy Minister of the Department of Environmental Protection (or the equivalent authority): 

i a school, hospital, food establishment or residential building shall not be approved and a residential 

building shall not be constructed within 300m of the working area of an operating wastewater treatment 

plant; and 

ii a wastewater treatment plant shall not be approved unless the working area of the plant is at least 300m 

from any existing or proposed school, hospital, food establishment or residential building. 

8.17.5 Development Setbacks from Landfills and Waste Sites 

a) In accordance with the Subdivision and Development Regulation, unless the development is approved in writing by 

the Deputy Minister of the Department of Environmental Protection (or the equivalent authority): 

i a school, hospital, food establishment or residence shall not be approved and a residence shall not be 

constructed if the building site is within the required separation distances from a sanitary landfill, 

modified sanitary landfill, hazardous waste management facility, dry waste site, waste processing site, 

waste storage site, waste sorting station or waste transfer station specified in the Subdivision and 

Development Regulation; and 

ii a sanitary landfill, modified sanitary landfill, dry waste site, hazardous waste management facility, waste 

processing site, waste storage site, waste sorting station or waste transfer station shall not be approved 

within the  required separation  distances from the property boundary of a school, hospital, residence, or 

food establishment specified in the Subdivision and Development Regulation. 

8.17.6 Provincial Land Use Policies 

a) Every action undertaken by the municipality and Development Authority shall be consistent with any provincial 

land use policies established pursuant to the Municipal Government Act. 

 

8.18 Parking Facilities and Parking Provisions for Site Development  
8.18.1 The minimum number of parking spaces to be provided and maintained upon the use of a parcel or a building in 

any District as described in Parts 9 ς 14 of this Land Use Bylaw are provided in Table 8.2: 

a) Any calculation for the number of parking spaces that results in a requirement for part of a space shall be rounded 

up to the next whole number. 

b) At the discretion of the Development Authority, if it is determined that the proposed use is more intensive than 

that typically developed under the Uses provided in the table below, additional parking  may be required than 
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what is outlined in the following table.  Additional parking required by the Development Authority is not subject to 

the requirements outlined in Section 8.18.15. 
 

8.18.2 The number of parking spaces shall be determined by the Development Authority having regard to similar uses 

listed below and the estimated traffic generation and attraction of the proposed use. 
 

8.18.3 Where a parking facility is a separate use and does not support a principal use, a Development Permit is required 

for the parking facility 

 

TABLE 8.2:  REQUIRED PARKING SPACES (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

 

Land Use 

Required Parking Spaces* (based on building size unless otherwise 

determined by the Development Authority) 

*Typically provided on-site unless otherwise provided on another 

parcel of land 

*Typically provided on-site unless otherwise provided off-site 
0BResidential Uses 

Care Residence, Student Dormitory A minimum of 2.0 spaces; plus 
1.0 spaces/three beds; and 
1.0 space/staff at maximum capacity 

Apartments, Apartment houses & 

Multiple Housing Developments; 

Multi-Attached Housing (where each 

unit is on the same titled lot) 

1.0 space/studio or 1-bedroom unit 
1.5 spaces/two-bedroom unit 
2.0 spaces/three or more bedroom unit  
PLUS 1.0 guest space/5 dwelling units 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

 

A minimum of 2.0 spaces (for the residence);  
Plus 1.0 space/guest room 
 Boarding and Rooming house A minimum of 2.0 spaces for residence + 1.0 space per 
accommodation unit   

Detached Dwellings, Duplexes,  Semi-

detached dwellings; Modular Homes, 

Multi-Attached Housing (where 

individual unit is on a separately titled 

lot) and any other residential unit not 

listed in this table 

  2.0 spaces/ dwelling unit 

Suites: Garden and Secondary 1.0 spaces per 0 or 1 bedroom suites which are less than 60m2; or 

2.0 spaces for two bedroom suites or suites between 60m2 and 75m2 

1BInstitutional and Public Uses 

Community, Culture and Recreation 

Facility 

Minor & Major  

As determined by the Development Authority 

Education & Instructional Facility, 

general 

 2.5 spaces/100 m² of floor space 

Education & Instructional Facility: 

Elementary 

Middle 

Senior High & Post-secondary 

 
1.0 space/staff plus 1.0 space/twenty-five students 
1.0 space/staff plus 1.0 space/fifty students 
1.0 space/staff plus 1.0 space/twelve students 

Places of Worship 1.0 spaces/ four seats 
Government Uses 2.5 spaces/100 m² of floor space 
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Land Use 

Required Parking Spaces* (based on building size unless otherwise 

determined by the Development Authority) 

*Typically provided on-site unless otherwise provided on another 

parcel of land 

*Typically provided on-site unless otherwise provided off-site 
Hospital 1.0 space/two staff plus 1.0 space/four beds 

2BCommercial Uses  

Accessory Dwelling Units See Residential Parking requirements for the form of dwelling above 

Automotive Sales and Service, Heavy 

equipment sales and service, Trucking 

establishment 

2.0 spaces/ 100 m2 , minimum of 6.0 spaces 

Fitness Facility 2.5 spaces/100m2, with a  minimum of 6 spaces 

Medical & Health Services 5.0 spaces/practitioner 
Microbrewery  and Food Processing  1.0 space/employee, with a minimum of 4 spaces 

Any accessory uses shall meet their particular parking requirements 

Motels & Hotels 1.0 space/guest room, with a minimum of 4 spaces 
Multi-Tenant Lease Bay Building and 

District Shopping Centres 

4.0 spaces/100 m² or a minimum of 6 spaces per bay 
 

Offices 2.5 spaces/100 m²   
Other ς Commercial (including Retail) 3.5 spaces/100 m²    
Personal Services  2.5 spaces/100 m², with a minimum of 4 spaces 
Repair Services 2.0 spaces/100 m², with a minimum of 4 spaces 
Restaurants & Drinking 

Establishments 

1.0 spaces/ four seats , with a minimum of 4 spaces  
Storage Facilities 0.7 spaces/100 m² 
Theatre & Entertainment Services 1.0 spaces/ four seats  

Industrial uses 

Automotive Sales and Service, Heavy 

equipment sales and service, Trucking 

establishment  

2.0 spaces/ 100 m2, minimum of 6.0 spaces  

Manufacturing  1.0 spaces/100m2 with a minimum of 6.0 spaces per bay tenant or 
establishment 

Multi-Tenant Lease Bay Building 1.0 space/100m² with a minimum of 3.0 spaces per bay 

Other - Industrial  1.0 spaces/100m2 with a minimum of 6.0 spaces per bay tenant or 
establishment 

Warehousing & Open Storage 

 

 

 

 

1.0 space/employee, with a minimum of  6.0 spaces 

 

8.18.4 Where a building contains more than one use, parking spaces should be provided for that building in accordance 

with the proportion of the building occupied by each use. 
 

8.18.5 When a building is enlarged or the use of a parcel or a building is changed or increased in intensity, the additional 

parking space requirements shall be limited to the difference between the requirement of the original building or 

use and that of the enlarged building or changed or intensified use. 
 

8.18.6 Where a parcel contains more than one use, parking spaces should be provided to meet the total sum of the 

requirements for each use. 
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8.18.7 Where a business locates within a lease-bay building, the Development Authority may choose to waive or require 

additional parking requirements based on the occupants within the building.  
 

8.18.8 For any use which the Development Authority determines that there will be limited long-term parking 

requirements (i.e. car washes) the number of parking spaces shall be determined by the Development Authority. 

The number determined should accommodate all on-site employee parking requirements and enable a number of 

visitor parking spaces.  
 

8.18.9 The provision of accessible parking spaces shall be governed by the Alberta Building Code and will count towards 

the total provision of on-site parking.  
 

8.18.10 Each parking space shall have dimensions of not less than 2.75m by 5.5m, unless otherwise approved under clause 

8.18.11 or as required per Table 8.3. 
 

8.18.11 The Development Authority may approve some parking spaces as compact.  Compact parking spaces shall be at the 

discretion of the Development Authority and shall provide a sign to denote the space.  
 

8.18.12 Where required, loading spaces shall be provided in addition to the parking spaces required in Table 8.2. 
 

8.18.13 Where electric vehicle charge sites are provided, the Development Authority shall determine what proportion of 

the electric vehicle charge sites may contribute towards the minimum parking requirement.   
  

8.18.14 (deleted, b.400.23, 07/8/2019)  
 

8.18.15 All at grade parking facilities required by this Bylaw to accommodate forty (40) or more vehicles should 

incorporate landscaped islands or open space within the parking facility.  A minimum of two (2) landscaped islands 

should be required, with an additional two islands for every additional forty (40) stalls.  The landscaped islands 

shall be subject to the minimum landscaping standards as established in Section 8.13. 
 

8.18.16 Where required by the Development Authority, parking barriers and pavement markings shall be provided to 

delineate individual parking spaces.   
 

8.18.17 For commercial, industrial or institutional parking, where the parking provided is hard surfaced, the parking spaces 

shall be marked on the ground through the use of by parking barriers, painted white or yellow lines measuring 

7.6cm in width or other means as approved by the Development Authority.  In all cases, accessible parking spaces 

shall be identified by a freestanding or wall sign and should have pavement markings. Where the parking spaces 

are not hard-surfaced, space delineation shall be provided through the parking barriers or other means, subject to 

the approval of the Development Authority, shall denote each space.   
 

8.18.18 Hard-surfacing Security  

a) Hard-surfacing security will be required in the form of cash or letter of credit in an amount equal to 50% of the 

estimated cost of the required hard surfacing on the site as estimated by an appropriate trade professional.  

Paving markings and parking barriers are to be included in the estimated costs. Where the estimated cost of hard 

surfacing is less than the minimum deposit amount established by the Development Authority, the minimum 

deposit amount shall be provided; and   

b) Hard surfacing deposits will be released once an inspection of the site demonstrates that the required hard 

surfacing has been completed in accordance with the approved plan. 
 

8.18.19 C1 - Downtown Commercial District 

a) For development (including additions to existing buildings) in the Downtown Commercial District, where in the 

opinion of the Municipal Planning Commission, it is impractical to provide any or all of the required parking spaces, 

because of lot shape, proposed building configuration, orientation of adjacent buildings or economic viability, the 

Development Authority may: 

i reduce the number of parking spaces required; or 



Page | 90 
 

ii waive the provisions of any parking spaces. 

8.18.20 Residential and Commercial Districts (Amended, b.400.02, 04/24/2017) 

a) Parking spaces shall be located on the same parcel as the use for which they are being provided except when, 

subject to the approval of the Development Authority, the spaces are located on another parcel within 100m 

walking distance from the parcel.  In such cases, a restrictive covenant shall be required ensuring the use of the 

parcel for the required number of parking spaces is registered against the Certificate of Title of that parcel. 

b) In all Districts, any area located in the front yard shall be hard-surfaced or landscaped to the satisfaction of the 

Development Authority.   

c) For commercial developments, all parking shall be hard surfaced to the satisfaction of the Development Authority. 

d) For commercial developments, the Development Authority may permit the utilization of tandem parking spaces in 

order to achieve the parking space requirement if they serve the same use and are utilized and signed for 

employees only. 

e) Distinct and dedicated pedestrian access from the principal use/building to the parking facility and public sidewalks 

should be provided where more than forty (40) parking spaces are required.  This walkway should: 

i connect the principal building entry to a public sidewalk on each street frontage where there is a public 

sidewalk.  The walkway should be the shortest practical distance between the principal building entry and 

sidewalk; 

ii provide a minimum of 1.5m of unobstructed width and be hard-surfaced and clearly differentiated from 

the parking facility; and 

iii be raised and separated by curbing or protected by bollards or physical barriers, whenever practical, 

when the walkway runs parallel and adjacent to a vehicular travel lane. 

f) With the exception of required visitor and loading spaces, multi-attached housing, multiple housing and apartment 

housing developments shall energize the parking stalls.  Accessible parking spaces shall be energized within these 

developments.   

g) Care residences with more than eight (8) required parking spaces are encouraged to provide overhead shelter to a 

portion of the required parking stalls. 

 

8.18.21 Industrial District Parking 

a) Any area located in the front yard shall be hard-surfaced or landscaped to the satisfaction of the Development 

Authority.   

b) Any parking required (as determined by Table 8.2 for the development of the site) shall be hard-surfaced to the 

satisfaction of the Development Authority. 

8.18.22 Parking Facility Dimensions 

a) A minimum standard of 25m² per parking space should be used for general calculations for the areas of parking 

facilities or the number of parking spaces in a parking facility. The dimensions of areas dedicated for parking shall 

be as set out in Table 8.3 and Figure 8.2 below. 
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Table 8.3:   Parking Stall Dimensions and Standards 

A B C D E F G 

Parking Angle Stall Width Stall Depth Overall Space Manoeuvring 

Space 

Curb Length Row End 

Length 

0° See 8.18.22 (b) 

30° 2.75m 5 m 13.5m 3.5m 5.5m 1m 

45° 2.75m 5.5m 15m 4m 3.8m 2m 

60° 2.75m 6m 17.5m 5.5m 3.2m   2 m 

90° 2.75m 5.5m 18m 7m 2.75m 0m 

 

b) For parallel parking (0° parking angle), the following measures apply: 

i Stall width = 2.75m 

ii Stall length = 7m 

iii Maneuvering Space = 3.5m per lane of traffic 
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Figure 8.2:   Lacombe Parking Standards (Amended, CAO authorization, 04/25/2017) 
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8.18.23 Loading Spaces 

a) Loading spaces should be provided for all non-residential development.  

b) For multi-residential developments, loadings spaces should be provided, subject to the discretion of the 

Development Authority.  Where dedicated spaces per unit are provided in close proximity to the primary entry 

door per unit, the requirement for a loading space may be waived.    

c) Loading spaces should be reserved for loading and unloading and should not be used for the parking of other 

vehicles.  (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

d) A loading space should be a minimum of 3.5m x 8m, with a minimum overhead clearance of at least 4.6m.   
(amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

e) Loading spaces should be designed and located so that all vehicles using those spaces can be parked and 

manoeuvred entirely within the boundaries of the parcel before moving onto a public roadway.   (amended b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 
f) Loading spaces should be located in rear and side yards only.  

g) Loading spaces serving residential uses should be located in close proximity to a primary entry door to the principal 

building.   

h) Non-residential loading spaces should be screened when adjacent to a public roadway or adjacent to a residential 

district.  Screening shall be to the satisfaction of the Development Authority. (amended, b.400.23, 07/8/2019) 

i) Loading spaces adjacent to a public roadway or adjacent to a residential district shall be hard surfaced to the 

satisfaction of the Development Authority.  

8.18.24 Bicycle Parking 

a) Table 8.4 identifies the number of bicycle parking stalls that should generally be provided and maintained for the 

use of a parcel or a building in any District as described in Parts 9 ς 14 of this Land Use Bylaw.  (amended, b.400.23, 

07/8/2019) 

 

TABLE 8.4:  MINIMUM BICYCLE PARKING STALLS REQUIRED 

Land Use Bicycle Parking Stalls Required 
(Based on building size.  At the discretion of the Development 
Authority, measurements of building size may be limited to 
space dedicated for the principal use, and exclude areas 
dedicated to hallways, bathrooms or storage) 

Care Residences, Apartments,  
Multiple housing development, Multi-Attached 
Housing,  Bed and Breakfast, Boarding and 
Rooming House, Student Dormitory 

1 stall per dwelling/accommodation unit for the first four 
units plus 
 0.25 stall per dwelling/accommodation unit for all units over 
four (4) units 
 
 

Educational Facility, including all schools 1 stall/ 100m²  

Government Uses, Hospital, Medical & Health 
Services, Community Culture and Recreational 
Facility (major/minor) 
 

1 stall/ 500m²   
 
 

All other Commercial, Institutional ς less than 
600m² 
 
600m² 

1 stall/ 200m² 

All other Commercial, Institutional ς more than 
600m² 

1 stall/200m² for the first 600m² plus 
1 for every additional 1500m² 

Industrial Uses ς less than 600m² 1 stall/ 200m² 

Industrial Uses ς greater than 600m² 1 stall/ 200m² for the first 600m² plus 
1 stall for every additional 5000 m² 

 

 




















































































































































































































































































































